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depressed voter turnout. But despite all that,
we have incredible candidates, competitive
races, and if we are able and willing to really
bear down in this last month—if we are, as we
say in church, cheerful givers—[laughter]—
then I think we’ve got a real shot. And that will
make all the difference in the world in terms of
our ability to advance those elements of my
agenda that we haven’t been able to get done.

We still need to get immigration reform
done. We still need to rebuild our infrastruc-
ture all across the country and put people back
to work, and make this economy more produc-
tive. We still need to make sure that every very
young child has access to early childhood edu-
cation. We’ve still got work to do in terms of
making sure that equal pay for equal work is
realized in workplaces all across the country.
We still have work to do in building on the
clean energy legacy that we have established.

So, across the board, whatever your issue,
the stakes could not be higher and I hope that
all of you feel that same sense of urgency. I’m
confident you do, but if there are any remain-

ing holdouts here—[laughter]—who need to
be persuaded, hopefully, when you leave here,
you don’t feel like you did what you were sup-
posed to do and kind of checked that off the
list, but instead, that you are even more enthu-
siastic and inspired, and you’re willing to go
out there and get your friends and neighbors
and get them engaged and involved the way I
know you can do, because you’ve done it for
me.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at the
residence of Fred Eychaner and Dan Whittak-
er. In his remarks, he referred to Richard S.
Nadder, husband of Ms. Nadder; former Rep.
Bradley S. Schneider; Raja Krishnamoorthi,
president, Sivananthan Labs and Episolar,
Inc.; Kim Foxx, candidate for Cook County,
IL, State’s attorney; and Republican Presiden-
tial nominee Donald J. Trump. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement on the Awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to President Juan
Manuel Santos Calderon of Colombia
October 7, 2016

I want to congratulate my friend and partner
Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos for
being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. The
Nobel Committee made the right decision in
welcoming his tireless efforts to bring a just
and lasting peace to Colombia, sending a mes-
sage that in a world of conflict the pursuit of
peace must be supported and encouraged. As
Colombia turns away from the longest running
war in the Western Hemisphere, this award is
a testament to President Santos’ unwavering,
courageous leadership through years of diffi-
cult negotiations. The Colombian people have
shown extraordinary resilience over several de-
cades, and they now have a chance to pursue a
future defined by the progress that can come
from a just and lasting peace.

Going forward, President Santos and the
people of Colombia can continue to count on a

partner in the United States. The United States
was proud to support the negotiations in Ha-
vana and to announce a new chapter in our rela-
tionship, Peace Colombia, which will continue
our bipartisan tradition of support to Colombia
by providing a framework to reinforce security
gains, reintegrate former combatants into soci-
ety and extend opportunity and the rule of law.

The democratic vote this week is a reminder
that there is still work to be done to realize the
future for which President Santos and so many
citizens are striving, but it’s also a sign that the
national dialogue Colombia needs is taking
place now and is building on the momentum
created by 4 years of difficult negotiations. Pres-
ident Santos and the citizens of Colombia are
reshaping their country for the better, and I am
pleased the Nobel Committee is recognizing
their work as they keep pushing toward peace.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Termination of the Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of the Government of Burma
October 7, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the In-
ternational Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b), I hereby report that I have
issued an Executive Order (the “order”) that
terminates the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 13047 of May 20, 1997, and
revokes that order, Executive Order 13310 of
July 28, 2003, Executive Order 13448 of Octo-
ber 18, 2007, Executive Order 13464 of April
30, 2008, Executive Order 13619 of July 11,
2012, and Executive Order 13651 of August 6,
2013.

The President issued Executive Order 13047
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign poli-
cy of the United States posed by the actions
and policies of the Government of Burma, in
response to a deepening pattern of severe re-
pression by the State Law and Order Restora-
tion Council, the then-governing regime in
Burma. In Executive Order 13047, the Presi-
dent also determined and certified that, for
purposes of section 570(b) of the Foreign Op-
erations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1997 (Public Law
104–208), the Government of Burma had com-
mitted large-scale repression of the democratic
opposition in Burma after September 30, 1996,
and imposed a prohibition on new investment
in Burma. The scope of the national emergency
with respect to Burma was modified and addi-
tional steps were taken to respond to the threat
posed by the actions and policies of the Gov-
ernment of Burma, and further actions were
taken under Burma sanctions statutes, namely
the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003 (Public Law 108–61) and the Tom Lantos
Block Burmese JADE (Junta’s Anti-Democrat-
ic Efforts) Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–286)
(the “JADE Act”), in Executive Orders 13310,
13448, 13464, 13619, and 13651.

In the order, I have determined that the sit-
uation that gave rise to the national emergency

with respect to Burma has been significantly
altered by Burma’s substantial advances to pro-
mote democracy, including historic elections in
November 2015 that resulted in the former op-
position party, the National League for De-
mocracy, winning a majority of seats in the na-
tional parliament and the formation of a demo-
cratically elected, civilian-led government; the
release of many political prisoners; and greater
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, including freedom of expression and
freedom of association and peaceful assembly.
With these advancements, U.S. national secu-
rity and foreign policy interests no longer sup-
port the blocking of assets and other measures
imposed by Executive Orders 13047, 13310,
13448, 13464, 13619, and 13651. For these
reasons I have determined that it is necessary
to terminate the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 13047 and to revoke that
order, and Executive Orders 13310, 13448,
13464, 13619, and 13651. While Burma faces
significant challenges, including the consolida-
tion of its democracy, the United States can,
and intends to, use other means to support the
government and people of Burma in their ef-
forts to address these challenges.

I hereby report to the Congress that, pursu-
ant to section 5(i) of the JADE Act, I have de-
termined and certify that it is in the national
interest of the United States to waive, and have
waived, the sanctions described in section 5(b)
of the JADE Act.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.
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