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their own destinies, and that’s such a powerful
thing to experience.”

So you listen to somebody like Lindsay, who
understands she’s in charge of her own destiny
and is now able to transmit that to the next
generation, and how can you not be optimistic
about this country’s future? How can you not
be optimistic about the future of all of the na-
tions represented here?

And, Lindsay, I want you to know that I
heard you. I didn’t forget you. And I want ev-
erybody in this auditorium and all the folks
back home in your respective communities to
know that this whole time, I’ve heard you. I
have seen you. And I hope I’ve done right by
you. And I hope I’ve set a direction that others
will follow.

I hope I’ve set a direction that others then
follow, and I hope I’ve given more of our
young people, like Lindsay and her students,

that sense of hope and that sense of what an in-
credible gift they are to this country and that
they’re in control of their own destinies and
that they’re going to help shape the future of
the United States of America.

Thank you all for your partnership. Thank
you for this journey.

I’ll see you on the other side. May God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:52 p.m. in the
Great Hall at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditori-
um. In his remarks, he referred to Special As-
sistant to the President for Native American
Affairs Karen R. Diver; Senior Associate Di-
rector of Public Engagement and Intergovern-
mental Affairs Tracy L. Canard Goodluck; and
Melissa P. Gordon, mother of Lindsay M. Ear-
ly, adjunct professor, Comanche Nation Col-
lege.

Statement on the Death of Arnold Palmer
September 26, 2016

With his homemade swing and homespun
charm, Arnold Palmer had swagger before we
had a name for it. From a humble start work-
ing at the local club in his beloved Latrobe,
Pennsylvania, to superstardom as the face of
golf around the globe, Arnold was the Ameri-
can Dream come to life.

Along the way he racked up win after win,
but it wasn’t his success that made him King.
Arnold’s freewheeling, fearless approach to the
game inspired a generation of golfers and, for
the first time on TV, enthralled an audience

across the world. Sure, we liked that he won
seven majors, but we loved that he went for it
when he probably should have laid up.

That spirit extended beyond the links where
he gave freely of himself and poured every-
thing he had into everything he did: from
building hospitals to personally responding to
countless letters from his fans. And he did it all
with a grin that hinted maybe he had one more
shot up his sleeve.

Today Michelle and I stand with Arnie’s Ar-
my in saluting the King.

Statement on the Death of Former President Shimon Peres of Israel
September 27, 2016

There are few people who we share this world
with who change the course of human history,
not just through their role in human events, but
because they expand our moral imagination and
force us to expect more of ourselves. My friend
Shimon was one of those people.

Shimon Peres once said that, “I learned that
public service is a privilege that must be based

on moral foundations.” Tonight Michelle and I
join people across Israel, the United States, and
around the world in honoring the extraordinary
life of our dear friend Shimon Peres, a found-
ing father of the State of Israel and a statesman
whose commitment to Israel’s security and pur-
suit of peace was rooted in his own unshakeable
moral foundation and unflagging optimism.
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