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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Juan Manuel Santos Calderon of
Colombia in New York City
September 21, 2016

President Obama. It is a great pleasure to
welcome my good friend, President Santos,
and his delegation, so we have a chance to visit
again. This is the first time that I’m seeing him
in person since the historic agreement that was
achieved in Colombia, ending the longest war
in Latin America and providing an opportunity
for Colombia to open an entirely new chapter
of its history.

I could not be more supportive of these ef-
forts. The American people welcome these ef-
forts. I recognize that there are going to be a
lot of challenges involved in implementation,
and I recognize that the people of Colombia
still have to lend their voice through a referen-
dum in order for it to move forward. But I
think this is an achievement of historic propor-
tions. It ultimately will be good for the region,
as well as the people of Colombia. It took a lot
of courage and a lot of hard work by a lot of
people. And we are very proud to have played
a modest part in helping the dialogue go for-
ward.

John Kerry is going to be visiting Colombia
on Monday, and my understanding is, he’s go-
ing to be taking a bipartisan group of congres-
sional Members so that they can help to wit-
ness the amazing changes that are going to be
taking place. And I also want to just thank
President Santos and his delegation for the
continued cooperation on a wide range of re-
gional issues, including making sure that we
don’t slip on the progress that’s been made in
stamping out transnational drug organizations.

So it’s a great achievement, and we’re very
proud of you. And congratulations.

President Santos. Thank you. Almost 6 years
ago, when I decided to take this step, one of

the first persons that I informed about my in-
tentions was President Obama. And since then,
he has been a great support, every day, every
week asking how is it going, and supporting it
in every way possible. You appointed a Special
Envoy, Bernie Aronson, and he did a terrific
job. The Secretary of State has been there
many times, pushing the process forward.

And I wanted to give to you a special edi-
tion, 297 pages. I think it’s the most compre-
hensive peace agreement to date, probably in
history. It’s every detail. But you deserve a lot
of credit for this very historic agreement,
which will change not only Colombia, the
whole region. As you said, it is the oldest, lon-
gest, cruelest armed conflict that Latin Ameri-
ca has had.

And thank you very much from the bottom
of my heart, in the name of 50 million Colom-
bians. President Obama, here is the result of
this effort.

[At this point, President Santos presented Pres-
ident Obama with a ceremonial copy of the
peace agreement.]

President Obama. Thank you so much. It’s
beautiful.

President Santos. Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you. This is—what

a great gift. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Holmes I room of the Lotte New York Palace
hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Sen. Ben-
jamin L. Cardin and Reps. Samuel S. Farr and
James P. McGovern. 
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Memorandum on Climate Change and National Security
September 21, 2016

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive De-
partments and Agencies

Subject: Climate Change and National Security

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, I hereby direct the follow-
ing:

Section 1. Purpose. This memorandum es-
tablishes a framework and directs Federal de-
partments and agencies (agencies) to perform
certain functions to ensure that climate
change-related impacts are fully considered in
the development of national security doctrine,
policies, and plans.

Sec. 2. Background. Climate change poses a
significant and growing threat to national secu-
rity, both at home and abroad. Climate change
and its associated impacts affect economic
prosperity, public health and safety, and inter-
national stability. Extended drought, more fre-
quent and severe weather events, heat waves,
warming and acidifying ocean waters, cata-
strophic wildfires, and rising sea levels all have
compounding effects on people’s health and
well-being. Flooding and water scarcity can
negatively affect food and energy production.
Energy infrastructure, essential for supporting
other key sectors, is already vulnerable to ex-
treme weather and may be further compro-
mised. Impacts of a changing climate can cre-
ate conditions that promote pest outbreaks and
the spread of invasive species as well as plant,
animal, and human disease, including emerg-
ing infectious disease, and these can further
undermine economic growth and livelihoods.
Impacts can also disrupt transportation service,
cutting off vulnerable communities from relief
immediately after events and reducing eco-
nomic output. These conditions, in turn, can
stress some countries’ ability to provide the
conditions necessary for human security. All of
these effects can lead to population migration
within and across international borders, spur
crises, and amplify or accelerate conflict in

countries or regions already facing instability
and fragility.

Climate change and associated impacts on
U.S. military and other national security-relat-
ed missions and operations could adversely af-
fect readiness, negatively affect military facili-
ties and training, increase demands for Federal
support to non-federal civil authorities, and in-
crease response requirements to support inter-
national stability and humanitarian assistance
needs.

The costs of preparing for, responding to,
and recovering from the impacts of climate
change are expected to increase in the coming
decades. Some meteorological events (i.e.,
heat waves and intense precipitation) are pro-
jected to become more frequent and more se-
vere, occur in geographic areas not previously
exposed to such events, inflict more damage,
heighten humanitarian needs, undermine de-
velopment investments, adversely impact pub-
lic health, contribute to ecological, social, and
political instability, compromise diplomatic
goals, and undermine national security inter-
ests. There is evidence that the rate of climate
change and the resulting impacts are accelerat-
ing, even as global efforts to curb greenhouse
gas pollution are increasing. The United States
must take a comprehensive approach to identi-
fying and acting on climate change-related im-
pacts on national security interests, including
by maintaining its international leadership on
climate issues.

Sec. 3. Policy. It is the policy of the Federal
Government to ensure that the current im-
pacts of climate change, and those anticipated
in the coming decades, be identified and con-
sidered in the development and implementa-
tion of relevant national security doctrine, poli-
cies, and plans. This policy builds on the fol-
lowing Presidential directives and policies:

(a) the 2015 National Security Strategy,
which identified climate change as an urgent
and growing threat to our national security,
contributing to increased natural disasters, ref-
ugee flows, and conflicts over basic resources
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