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Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi of Iraq
in New York City
September 19, 2016

Bombings in New York City and Seaside Park,
New Jersey/Stabbings in St. Cloud, Minnesota

President Obama. Let me begin by just
commenting on the events that have unfolded
today. This morning, I talked about the fact
that there was a person of interest that the FBI
and law enforcement had identified with re-
spect to the bombs that had been planted in
the New York and New Jersey area. As every-
body is now aware, that individual has been ap-
prehended.

And I just want to start by commenting on
the extraordinary work and coordination that’s
taken place between the FBI and local law en-
forcement. For us to be able to apprehend a
suspect in just a little over 24 hours after an
event takes place like this, it is outstanding po-
lice work, outstanding law enforcement work.

I, in particular, want to give a heartfelt
thanks to the New Jersey police officers who
were able to apprehend this individual. I had a
chance to talk to them briefly before I came
down to my meetings here. They are going to
be fine. They have sustained some modest in-
juries, but ones that they’ll rapidly recover
from. They were in good spirits. And I commu-
nicated to them how appreciative the Ameri-
can people were, as well as people in the re-
gion. It’s just one more reminder of the ex-
traordinary skill and sacrifice and courage of
our law enforcement officers, and what they
put on the line every single day to make sure
that we are safe.

Beyond that, obviously information is still
unfolding about what might have motivated
the suspect. I’m going to leave it up to the FBI
and local law enforcement authorities to dis-
cuss those details with you. I will also comment
on the fact that in—with respect to the Minne-
sota stabbings that occurred, I had a chance to
talk to the off-duty police officer there who un-
doubtedly saved a lot of lives and prevented
further injury because of his quick and effec-
tive action. And I told him that, once again, the

American people were appreciative of his work
and his heroism.

Iraq-U.S. Relations

Now, one of the challenges that we face is—
in addition to being an open society in which
individuals who are disturbed in some fashion
can carry out violence against the American
people—the big danger we have right now is,
is that we have an organization in ISIL that is
actively trying to radicalize and promote ex-
tremism of this sort. In addition, they are di-
rectly carrying out and planning constant at-
tacks not only overseas, but within Iraq and
within Syria.

And so it is with great appreciation that I
welcome Prime Minister Abadi here, along
with his delegation. Thanks to the sacrifices of
the Iraqi people and the Iraqi Armed Forces,
since I last met with him face to face a year
ago, we have made significant progress in roll-
ing back ISIL. They have now lost over half of
the populated territory that they had gained
and were still maintaining as recently as last
year. And what we’ve seen now is just steady
progress as the Iraqi security forces have
gained more confidence as they have coordi-
nated with the 67-member coalition against
ISIL.

And now, what we have been discussing and
what we’re focusing on is to go right at the
heart of the ISIL operations in Mosul. Now,
this is going to be a challenging battle. Mosul is
a large city, and ISIL has embedded itself
deeply within that city. But because of the
prepositioning of forces, because of the coop-
eration between the coalition and the Iraqi se-
curity forces, because of the cooperation and
courage of the Kurdish Peshmerga, we feel
confident that we will be in a position to move
forward fairly rapidly.

Now, it will be a tough fight. And once it is
initiated, one of the things that we discussed is
the importance of not just driving ISIL out of
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Mosul, but making sure that the population
there that invariably is going to be displaced
and will have suffered, and is going to be look-
ing for warmth and food and water and shelter,
that we are prepared to help provide rapid hu-
manitarian assistance, and that we can rebuild
the city in a way that assures not only ISIL
does not come back, but extremist ideologies
born out of desperation do not return.

And so a lot of our work today is going—has
been focused on making sure that that hap-
pens. I am very grateful that Prime Minister
Abadi has consistently operated in a way that
indicates his commitment to an inclusive Iraq
that treats everybody fairly, respects human
rights. And the work that we’re doing with the
Iraqi government will adhere to those princi-
ples, not just in the Mosul campaign, but be-
yond.

But this is going to be hard. This is going to
be challenging and will require resources.
We’re going to be asking Congress to step up
in support of this effort, and we’re going to be
asking other countries to step up in support of
this effort.

And my thanks go out not only to the Iraqi
forces that have borne the brunt of the prog-
ress that’s been made inside of Iraq, as well as
the Kurdish Peshmerga, but also, obviously,
our outstanding men and women in uniform.
Although they are not on the front lines of the
fight and not are—not involved directly in
combat, it’s still a dangerous area to operate.
And I think Prime Minister Abadi would be
the first to say that our men and women from
all branches of our Armed Forces have operat-
ed with incredible effectiveness and courage in
providing the training and the assistance that
has allowed us to make these gains.

So, hopefully, by the end of this year, we will
have seen further progress with respect to Mo-
sul, and that we will continue to see further
progress with respect to economic and political
stabilization inside of Iraq.

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for your
good work, and thank you to all the members
of your team for the excellent work that they’ve
done, as well.

Please.

Prime Minister Abadi. Thank you, Mr. Pres-
ident. I think Daesh is a huge threat, a terrorist
threat to the whole world, not only for Iraq.
Two years ago, we had been battling Daesh to
protect Baghdad. Today, we are battling Daesh
in the last stronghold in Mosul. And we hope
within the next few months we’re going to kick
Daesh out of Mosul, and we’ll deliver a huge
blow to what Daesh believes in. This is very
important to remove this terrorist organization
and to crush it. It’s a very dangerous organiza-
tion. It has very dangerous ideology. It has very
dangerous instruments and means of recruit-
ing young people. It has a huge influence in
the Internet and other social media. So they
must be crushed on the ground, and our heroic
fighters are doing that.

Of course, the support which has been given
to Iraqis by the United States and other coali-
tion partners is very important for us in terms
of training, logistical support, providing air
cover to our fighters on the ground, and of
course preventing Daesh from having more re-
cruits and more financial support. This is very
important. I think our next challenge is how we
stop these terrorists from recruiting other
young people from all over the world. I think
we have listed something like a hundred coun-
tries where these terrorists are coming from.
Some of them are not probably disadvantaged;
probably some of them are from middle class
families, some of them from families who are
well off. So I think this a huge challenge for all
of us—how we can stamp out this terrorism,
which is probably affecting the whole world,
and not only for Iraq.

The damage in Iraq is huge due to Daesh.
But the liberation of the areas, bringing refu-
gees back to these liberated areas is a huge re-
ward not only for these refugees, but for every
one of us. This is my job, to bring all the Iraqis
together, to treat all the Iraqis the same in
Iraq. Now, we don’t have first-class and sec-
ond-class citizens in Iraq. All Iraqis are first-
class citizens, regardless of their affiliation, re-
gardless of their religion, regardless of their
sect, regardless of their ethnic origin. We treat
Iraqis the same. I hope everybody in Iraq will
do the same.
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There are huge challenges in Iraq. Daesh
has caused a lot of damage in the relationship
between communities. They have killed Yezi-
dis, they have killed Shia, they have killed
Christians, they have killed Sunnis, as well. So
they have even caused divisions between the
same tribe in the same area. So it’s a huge task
on our—I think, on our shoulder.

We believe in reconciliation. Mr. President,
I called for national reconciliation in the day
after liberation of Fallujah. And I still believe
in reconciliation of the country. People have to
live together. But, of course, those who have
committed crimes, they have to be punished.
But we have to be very careful in bringing the
law. We have to follow the rule of law. And
we’re entitled to do that. And I think we have
been managing well in the areas which we have
liberated. There are excesses, which are unac-

ceptable to us. And we are prepared, and we
are very—we have the resolve to stamp them
out. And we are doing this exactly.

Thank you very much for the support that
was given to Iraq. And Iraq, of course, is fight-
ing on the behalf of all the world to defeat
Daesh, and we will do it soon. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:46 p.m. in the
Holmes I room at the Lotte New York Palace
hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Ahmad
Khan Rahami, suspect in the New York and
New Jersey bombings of September 17; Offi-
cers Peter Hammer and Angel Padilla of the
Linden, NJ, Police Department; and Ofc. Ja-
son Falconer of the Avon, MN, Police Depart-
ment. He also referred to the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organiza-
tion, also known as Daesh.

Remarks to the United Nations General Assembly in New York City
September 20, 2016

Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, fel-
low delegates, ladies and gentlemen: As I ad-
dress this hall as President for the final time,
let me recount the progress that we’ve made
these last 8 years.

From the depths of the greatest financial
crisis of our time, we coordinated our response
to avoid further catastrophe and return the
global economy to growth. We’ve taken away
terrorist safe havens, strengthened the nonpro-
liferation regime, resolved the Iranian nuclear
issue through diplomacy. We opened relations
with Cuba, helped Colombia and—end Latin
America’s longest war, and we welcome a dem-
ocratically elected leader of Myanmar to this
Assembly. Our assistance is helping people
feed themselves, care for the sick, power com-
munities across Africa, and promote models of
development rather than dependence. And we
have made international institutions like the
World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund more representative, while establishing a
framework to protect our planet from the rav-
ages of climate change.

This is important work. It has made a real
difference in the lives of our people. And it

could not have happened had we not worked
together. And yet, around the globe, we are
seeing the same forces of global integration
that have made us interdependent also expose
deep fault lines in the existing international or-
der.

We see it in the headlines every day. Around
the world, refugees flow across borders in
flight from brutal conflict. Financial disrup-
tions continue to weigh upon our workers and
entire communities. Across vast swaths of the
Middle East, basic security, basic order has
broken down. We see too many governments
muzzling journalists and quashing dissent and
censoring the flow of information. Terrorist
networks use social media to prey upon the
minds of our youth, endangering open societ-
ies and spurring anger and—against innocent
immigrants and Muslims. Powerful nations
contest the constraints placed on them by in-
ternational law.

And this is the paradox that defines our
world today. A quarter century after the end of
the cold war, the world is, by many measures,
less violent and more prosperous than ever be-
fore, and yet our societies are filled with uncer-
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