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We just have to have the will to pursue collec-
tive action.

And the second thing I’ll just end with is the
trip we took to Midway, which is right in the
center of this new marine preserve. And as
many of you know, this is a historic monument
not only for conservation reasons, but because
this was a major turning point for the war dur-
ing World War II. At its peak, it—there were
about 5,000, 6,000 troops on this island. Now
there are exactly 45 people and 3 million birds,
I think it is. [Laughter] The population—the
bird population had shrunk drastically, and
then we figured out that if you eliminated
some of the people and the rats that the people
had brought to the island, the birds would ac-
tually do pretty good. And they are thriving.

And so we drove around and went to a
beach in which there were six or seven turtles
on—lying in the sun. And we have sea turtles
down in Hawaii. In fact, they nest up around
Midway and then come down to Oahu and the
beaches where I used to bodysurf. But we’d
never see them on the beach. But up in Mid-
way, they didn’t have people chasing them
away, and so they felt pretty comfortable. It
turns out, they like sun when we’re not over-
crowding the beaches.

And then we went out snorkeling. And the
coral was purple and it was orange, and there
were monk seals sunning themselves on some
rocks. And one of them dove in, which made
one of the people on my team, who I shall not
name, pretty nervous. [Laughter] And we
spent the afternoon looking at this incredible
variety of fish. And we had to leave before 5:30
because that’s when the birds start coming

back, and then you’re plain stuck, because you
can’t fight the birds.

And that, too, was a great cause for opti-
mism because it reminded us that nature is ac-
tually resilient if we take care to just stop ac-
tively destroying it; that it will come back. And
certainly the oceans can come back if we take
the steps that are necessary. I saw it. It was
right there, evidence of the incredible power
of nature to rebuild itself if we’re not consis-
tently trying to tear it down.

So I wanted to leave you with those two im-
ages just to remind us that what you are doing
here is important and that we can be success-
ful. It is going to require work. It is going to re-
quire vision. It will require occasional sacrifice.
But as long as we make sure that the sacrifices
are not borne just by a few people, but are
spread broadly and fairly and justly, then my
hope is, is that my children and your children
and our grandchildren, they’ll be able to take
that trip to Midway at some point, and they’ll
be able to watch seals swimming through wa-
ter. And they’ll thank us for it. And we will
have done what is probably the most important
thing that you can do on this planet Earth, and
that is, make sure that you’re making it just a
little bit better for future generations.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:14 a.m. in
the Loy Henderson International Conference
Room. In his remarks, he referred to Procla-
mation 9496, signed September 15, which es-
tablished the Northeast Canyons and Sea-
mounts Marine National Monument and is list-
ed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Death of Former Governor Rose Mofford of Arizona
September 15, 2016

Michelle and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of former Arizona Governor Rose
Mofford. Rose was once fired from a govern-
ment position because her boss “felt it was bet-
ter to have a man in that particular job.” But
she was undeterred, eventually rising to be-
come secretary of state and then Governor, the
first woman in Arizona to hold that office. In

all, her career in public service spanned more
than a half-century. It’s a story of tireless ser-
vice, steady leadership, and a trailblazing spirit
that inspired not only a State where three more
women would eventually follow her in office,
but an entire country. Rose showed us all what
to do when somebody says we’re not good
enough because of who we are: Don’t believe
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it. Our thoughts and prayers are with Rose’s
family and friends as they remember and cele-
brate her example.

NOTE: The statement referred to former Govs.
Jane Dee Hull, Janet A. Napolitano, and Janice
K. Brewer of Arizona.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support
Terrorism
September 15, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to persons who commit,
threaten to commit, or support terrorism de-
clared in Executive Order 13224 of September
23, 2001, is to continue in effect beyond Sep-
tember 23, 2016.

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist at-
tacks on September 11, 2001, in New York and

Pennsylvania and against the Pentagon, and
the continuing and immediate threat of further
attacks on United States nationals or the Unit-
ed States that led to the declaration of a na-
tional emergency on September 23, 2001, has
not been resolved. These actions continue to
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency declared in Executive Or-
der 13224 with respect to persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Annual Awards Gala
September 15, 2016

The President. Buenas noches! It is always
great to be here, with one of the most festive—
maybe a little wild—caucuses in Congress, es-
pecially to kick off Hispanic Heritage Month. 

I want to thank Michelle for her introduc-
tion, for her leadership. And give it up for your
outstanding chair, Congresswoman Linda Sán-
chez; CHCI’s new president and CEO Dome-
nika Lynch; and all the tremendous public ser-
vants that we have here tonight, especially ev-
erybody in the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus. 

Audience member. Amen.

The President. Amen? Is that what I heard?
[Laughter] Amen. [Laughter]

Now, I’ve got to admit that I’m having trou-
ble accepting that this is my final trip here as
President.

Audience members. No!
The President. But on the bright side, Michelle

is not having trouble accepting it. [Laughter]
Audience member. We love you, Obama!
The President. I love you too! 
But it is hard to believe that it was 8 years

ago I came here as a candidate for this office.
And I had no gray hair. [Laughter] I said that
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