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cent reflection of my steadfast commitment to
the security of the State of Israel. The new
MOU constitutes the single largest pledge of
military assistance in U.S. history, totaling $38
billion over 10 years, including $33 billion in
FMF funds and an additional $5 billion in mis-
sile defense funding. Both Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu and I are confident that the new MOU
will make a significant contribution to Israel’s
security in what remains a dangerous neigh-
borhood. The continued supply of the world’s
most advanced weapons technology will ensure
that Israel has the ability to defend itself from
all manner of threats.

For as long as the State of Israel has existed,
the United States has been Israel’s greatest
friend and partner, a fact underscored again
today. This commitment to Israel’s security has
been unwavering and is based on a genuine

and abiding concern for the welfare of the Is-
raeli people and the future of the State of Isra-
el. It is because of this same commitment to Is-
rael and its long-term security that we will also
continue to press for a two-state solution to the
longstanding Israeli-Palestinian conflict, de-
spite the deeply troubling trends on the
ground that undermine this goal. As I have em-
phasized previously, the only way for Israel to
endure and thrive as a Jewish and democratic
state is through the realization of an indepen-
dent and viable Palestine. Ultimately, both this
MOU and efforts to advance the two-state so-
lution are motivated by the same core U.S. ob-
jective that has been shared by all administra-
tions—Democratic and Republican, over the
last several decades, ensuring that Israelis can
live alongside their neighbors in peace and se-
curity.

Message to the Congress on Termination of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to Côte d’Ivoire
September 14, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the In-
ternational Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b), I hereby report that I have
issued an Executive Order that terminates the
national emergency declared in Executive Or-
der 13396 of February 7, 2006, and revokes
that Executive Order.

The President issued Executive Order 13396
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign poli-
cy of the United States constituted by the situa-
tion in or in relation to Côte d’Ivoire, which had
resulted in the massacre of large numbers of ci-
vilians, widespread human rights abuses, signif-
icant political violence and unrest, and attacks
against international peacekeeping forces lead-
ing to fatalities. In Executive Order 13396, the
President addressed that threat by blocking the
property and interests in property of, among
others, persons determined by the Secretary of
the Treasury, after consultation with the Secre-
tary of State, to constitute a threat to the peace
and national reconciliation process in Côte

d’Ivoire, to be responsible for serious violations
of international law in Côte d’Ivoire, or to have
supplied arms to Côte d’Ivoire. Executive Or-
der 13396 also implemented United States
sanctions obligations under United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1572 and
subsequent resolutions.

I have determined that the situation in or in
relation to Côte d’Ivoire that gave rise to the
national emergency declared in Executive Or-
der 13396 has improved significantly as a result
of the progress achieved in the stabilization of
Côte d’Ivoire, including the successful conduct
of the October 2015 presidential election,
progress on the management of arms and relat-
ed materiel, and the combating of illicit traf-
ficking of natural resources. With these ad-
vancements, and with the United Nations Se-
curity Council’s termination of sanctions obli-
gations on April 28, 2016, in UNSCR 2283,
there is no further need for the blocking of as-
sets and other sanctions measures imposed by
Executive Order 13396. For these reasons I
have determined that it is necessary to
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terminate the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 13396 and revoke that order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 14, 2016.

NOTE: The message referred to Executive Or-
der 13739, which is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks at the Our Ocean Conference at the Department of State
September 15, 2016

Thank you, everybody. Have a seat. Well,
thanks, John, for the introduction and the vi-
sion to create this conference.

I am obviously grateful to John Kerry for a
whole host of reasons. But one thing that we all
owe to John is his conviction that a healthier
ocean and a healthier planet are about more
than just our environment, they are also vital to
our foreign policy and to our national security.
And so he has elevated the profile of climate
change, ocean protection to the point where
we have conversations about this not just in the
Oval Office, but in the Situation Room. And
that is critical in helping us mobilize all of Gov-
ernment around the issues that all of you care
so deeply about. 

And it is no wonder that John feels this way.
Our Secretary of State is the descendant of sea
merchants and sailors. He’s a Navy veteran
himself. So, in a lot of ways, the ocean is in his
blood. Many years ago, John’s father passed to
his son a sailor’s love of the sea, its wonder and
its beauty and its power. But John’s dad also
loved what he called “the sailor’s environ-
ment”: reading the weather and the waves and
the different ways that one adapts to the ocean.

Of course, the problem that confronts all of
us today is that we’re asking far too much of
our ocean in asking it to adapt to us.

And John’s  right that this is also personal for
me. I grew up in Hawaii. The ocean’s really
nice there. [Laughter] And anybody who grows
up on an island—certainly, those of us who
grew up in Hawaii—learn to appreciate very
early on its magic, how it inspires awe, and
sometimes, if the waves are a little too big and
you’ve gone a little too far out, how it inspires
fear—[laughter]—and a healthy respect.

And the notion that the ocean I grew up
with is not something that I can pass on to my
kids and my grandkids is unacceptable. It’s un-
imaginable. And so the investment that all of
us together make here today is vital for our
economy, it is vital for our foreign policy, it’s
vital for our national security, but it’s also vital
for our spirit. It’s vital to who we are. 

Dangerous changes in our climate, caused
mainly by human activity; dead zones in our
ocean, caused mainly by pollution that we cre-
ate here on land; unsustainable fishing practic-
es; unprotected marine areas, in which rare
species and entire ecosystems are at risk—all
those things are happening now. They’ve been
happening for a long time. So, if we’re going to
leave our children with oceans like the ones
that were left to us, then we’re going to have to
act. And we’re going to have to act boldly.

And that’s why the pledges and the partner-
ships from all of you at Our Oceans Confer-
ence are so vital. The more than $4 billion that
governments and philanthropies committed
towards conservation at the first two gather-
ings, here in Washington and in Chile; the
more than 2 million square miles of ocean we
came together to protect over these last 2
years, and what you’ll add to those totals this
week through more than 100 new initiatives
and contributions—all of that’s going to make a
difference. It’s probably not enough, but it’s a
pretty good down payment. And more impor-
tantly, it’s signaling the fact that just as we did
with the Paris Agreement, increasingly, we are
able to construct an international architecture
that addresses some of these most vital envi-
ronmental challenges in a serious way.

One of the reasons I ran for President was to
make sure that America does our part to pro-
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