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in persons, combatting corruption, and
advancing counter-narcotics activities.

* The United States and Myanmar are
committed to advancing global health se-
curity. In 2017, Myanmar will complete
and publish a Joint External Evaluation
(JEE) of national capacity to prevent, de-
tect, and respond to infectious disease
threats. The United States completed
and published a JEE in 2016.

* The United States and Myanmar will ex-
pand people-to-people ties including by
augmenting English-language instruction
with additional training for 1500 English

teachers, by expanding U.S. educational
advising across Myanmar by 50 percent for
students interested in studying in the Unit-
ed States, and by launching a new exchange
program for Myanmar leaders that will pro-
vide expertise in democratic governance.

e The United States and Myanmar look
forward to the arrival of the first group of
Peace Corps volunteers, who will train
English teachers as well as teach students

in middle and high schools.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Message to the Congress on Modifying Duty-Free Treatment Under the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) Program for Burma

September 14, 2016
To the Congress of the United States:

I am writing to inform you of my intent to
end the suspension of preferential treatment
for Burma as a beneficiary developing country
under the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) program, and to designate Burma as a
least-developed beneficiary developing coun-
try for purposes of the GSP program. I have
carefully considered the criteria set forth in
sections 501 and 502(c) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2461, 2462(c)).
After considering the criteria set forth in sec-
tion 502(c), I have determined that it is appro-
priate to add Burma to the list of GSP benefi-
ciary developing countries in the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule (HTS) of the United States.

After considering the criteria set forth in sec-
tions 501 and 502(c), I have determined that it
is appropriate to add Burma to the list of GSP
least-developed beneficiary developing coun-
tries in the HTS.

I submit this notice in accordance with sec-
tion 502(f)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974 (19
U.S.C. 2462(f)(1)).

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 14, 2016.

NOTE: The proclamation is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Memorandum of Understanding Between the United

States and Israel
September 14, 2016

As T have said repeatedly, America’s com-
mitment to Israel’s security is unshakeable.
Over the past 8 years, my administration has
time and again demonstrated this commitment
in word and deed. Since fiscal year 2009, the
United States has provided Israel with $23.6

1194

billion in foreign military financing (FMF)
funds and another $3.4 billion in funding for
missile defense. The new 10-year memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) on security as-
sistance that my administration signed with the
Government of Israel today is just the most re-
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