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in persons, combatting corruption, and
advancing counter-narcotics activities.

* The United States and Myanmar are
committed to advancing global health se-
curity. In 2017, Myanmar will complete
and publish a Joint External Evaluation
(JEE) of national capacity to prevent, de-
tect, and respond to infectious disease
threats. The United States completed
and published a JEE in 2016.

* The United States and Myanmar will ex-
pand people-to-people ties including by
augmenting English-language instruction
with additional training for 1500 English

teachers, by expanding U.S. educational
advising across Myanmar by 50 percent for
students interested in studying in the Unit-
ed States, and by launching a new exchange
program for Myanmar leaders that will pro-
vide expertise in democratic governance.

e The United States and Myanmar look
forward to the arrival of the first group of
Peace Corps volunteers, who will train
English teachers as well as teach students

in middle and high schools.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Message to the Congress on Modifying Duty-Free Treatment Under the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) Program for Burma

September 14, 2016
To the Congress of the United States:

I am writing to inform you of my intent to
end the suspension of preferential treatment
for Burma as a beneficiary developing country
under the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) program, and to designate Burma as a
least-developed beneficiary developing coun-
try for purposes of the GSP program. I have
carefully considered the criteria set forth in
sections 501 and 502(c) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2461, 2462(c)).
After considering the criteria set forth in sec-
tion 502(c), I have determined that it is appro-
priate to add Burma to the list of GSP benefi-
ciary developing countries in the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule (HTS) of the United States.

After considering the criteria set forth in sec-
tions 501 and 502(c), I have determined that it
is appropriate to add Burma to the list of GSP
least-developed beneficiary developing coun-
tries in the HTS.

I submit this notice in accordance with sec-
tion 502(f)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974 (19
U.S.C. 2462(f)(1)).

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 14, 2016.

NOTE: The proclamation is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Memorandum of Understanding Between the United

States and Israel
September 14, 2016

As T have said repeatedly, America’s com-
mitment to Israel’s security is unshakeable.
Over the past 8 years, my administration has
time and again demonstrated this commitment
in word and deed. Since fiscal year 2009, the
United States has provided Israel with $23.6
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billion in foreign military financing (FMF)
funds and another $3.4 billion in funding for
missile defense. The new 10-year memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) on security as-
sistance that my administration signed with the
Government of Israel today is just the most re-



cent reflection of my steadfast commitment to
the security of the State of Israel. The new
MOU constitutes the single largest pledge of
military assistance in U.S. history, totaling $38
billion over 10 years, including $33 billion in
FMF funds and an additional $5 billion in mis-
sile defense funding. Both Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu and I are confident that the new MOU
will make a significant contribution to Israel’s
security in what remains a dangerous neigh-
borhood. The continued supply of the world’s
most advanced weapons technology will ensure
that Israel has the ability to defend itself from
all manner of threats.

For as long as the State of Israel has existed,
the United States has been Israel’s greatest
friend and partner, a fact underscored again
today. This commitment to Israel’s security has
been unwavering and is based on a genuine

Administration of Barack Obama, 2016 / Sept. 14

and abiding concern for the welfare of the Is-
raeli people and the future of the State of Isra-
el. It is because of this same commitment to Is-
rael and its long-term security that we will also
continue to press for a two-state solution to the
longstanding Israeli-Palestinian conflict, de-
spite the deeply troubling trends on the
ground that undermine this goal. As I have em-
phasized previously, the only way for Israel to
endure and thrive as a Jewish and democratic
state is through the realization of an indepen-
dent and viable Palestine. Ultimately, both this
MOU and efforts to advance the two-state so-
lution are motivated by the same core U.S. ob-
jective that has been shared by all administra-
tions—Democratic and Republican, over the
last several decades, ensuring that Israelis can
live alongside their neighbors in peace and se-
curity.

Message to the Congress on Termination of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to Cote d’Ivoire

September 14, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the In-
ternational Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b), I hereby report that I have
issued an Executive Order that terminates the
national emergency declared in Executive Or-
der 13396 of February 7, 2006, and revokes
that Executive Order.

The President issued Executive Order 13396
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign poli-
cy of the United States constituted by the situa-
tion in or in relation to Cote d’Ivoire, which had
resulted in the massacre of large numbers of ci-
vilians, widespread human rights abuses, signif-
icant political violence and unrest, and attacks
against international peacekeeping forces lead-
ing to fatalities. In Executive Order 13396, the
President addressed that threat by blocking the
property and interests in property of, among
others, persons determined by the Secretary of
the Treasury, after consultation with the Secre-
tary of State, to constitute a threat to the peace
and national reconciliation process in Cote

d'Ivoire, to be responsible for serious violations
of international law in Cote d’Ivoire, or to have
supplied arms to Cote d’Ivoire. Executive Or-
der 13396 also implemented United States
sanctions obligations under United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1572 and
subsequent resolutions.

I have determined that the situation in or in
relation to Cote d'Ivoire that gave rise to the
national emergency declared in Executive Or-
der 13396 has improved significantly as a result
of the progress achieved in the stabilization of
Cote d'Ivoire, including the successful conduct
of the October 2015 presidential election,
progress on the management of arms and relat-
ed materiel, and the combating of illicit traf-
ficking of natural resources. With these ad-
vancements, and with the United Nations Se-
curity Council’s termination of sanctions obli-
gations on April 28, 2016, in UNSCR 2283,
there is no further need for the blocking of as-
sets and other sanctions measures imposed by
Executive Order 13396. For these reasons I
have determined that it is necessary to
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