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when people look back 20 years from now or

30 years from now at the decisions I made,

they’ll be able to say that he did pretty good.
All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

Let’s go home.

NOTE: The President’s news conference be-
gan at 4:23 p.m. in the Ballroom at the Land-
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mark Mekong Riverside Hotel. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Pope Fran-
cis. He also referred to the Terminal High
Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) antiballis-
tic missile system. A reporter referred to
President Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin of
Russia.

Statement on North Korea’s Nuclear Test

September 9, 2016

The United States condemns North Korea’s
September 9 nuclear test in the strongest pos-
sible terms as a grave threat to regional securi-
ty and to international peace and stability.
North Korea stands out as the only country to
have tested nuclear weapons this century. To-
day’s test, North Korea’s second this year, fol-
lows an unprecedented campaign of ballistic
missile launches, which North Korea claims
are intended to serve as delivery vehicles for
nuclear weapons targeting the United States
and our allies, the Republic of Korea and Ja-
pan. As Commander in Chief, I have a respon-
sibility to safeguard the American people and
ensure that the United States is leading the in-
ternational community in responding to this
threat and North Korea’s other provocations
with commensurate resolve and condemna-
tion.

To be clear, the United States does not, and
never will, accept North Korea as a nuclear
state. Far from achieving its stated national se-
curity and economic development goals, North
Korea’s provocative and destabilizing actions
have instead served to isolate and impoverish
its people through its relentless pursuit of nu-
clear weapons and ballistic missile capabilities.
Today’s nuclear test, a flagrant violation of
multiple U.N. Security Council resolutions,
makes clear North Korea’s disregard for inter-

The President’s Weekly Address
September 10, 2016

Fifteen years ago, a September day that be-
gan like any other became one of the darkest in

national norms and standards for behavior and
demonstrates it has no interest in being a re-
sponsible member of the international com-
munity.

Last night T returned from the G20 and
East Asia Summit meetings in Asia, where my
counterparts and I were united in our call for
North Korea to return to the path of denucle-
arization. Upon hearing the news of the test, I
had the opportunity to consult separately via
phone with Republic of Korea (R.O.K.) Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye and Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe. We agreed to work with the
U.N. Security Council, our other six-party
partners, and the international community to
vigorously implement existing measures im-
posed in previous resolutions and to take addi-
tional significant steps, including new sanc-
tions, to demonstrate to North Korea that
there are consequences to its unlawful and
dangerous actions. I restated to President Park
and Prime Minister Abe the unshakable U.S.
commitment to take necessary steps to defend
our allies in the region, including through our
deployment of a Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense (THAAD) battery to the R.O.K. and
the commitment to provide extended deter-
rence, guaranteed by the full spectrum of U.S.
defense capabilities.

our Nation’s history. The Twin Towers were
reduced to rubble. The Pentagon was in
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flames. A Pennsylvania field burned with the
wreckage of an airplane. And nearly 3,000 in-
nocent lives were lost: sons and daughters, hus-
bands and wives, neighbors and colleagues and
friends. They were from all walks of life, all
races and religions, all colors and creeds, from
across America and around the world.

This weekend, we honor their memory once
more. We stand with the survivors who still
bear the scars of that day. We thank the first
responders who risked everything to save oth-
ers. And we salute a generation of Ameri-
cans—our men and women in uniform, diplo-
mats, and our intelligence, homeland security,
and law enforcement professionals—who
serve, and in some cases have given their lives,
to help keep us safe.

A lot has changed over these past 15 years.
We've delivered devastating blows to the Al
Qaida leaders that attacked us on 9/11. We de-
livered justice to Usama bin Laden. We've
strengthened our homeland security. We've
prevented attacks. We've saved lives.

At the same time, the terrorist threat has
evolved, as we've seen so tragically from Bos-
ton to Chattanooga, from San Bernardino to
Orlando. So, in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and
beyond, we’ll stay relentless against terrorists
like Al Qaida and ISIL. We will destroy them.
And we’ll keep doing everything in our power
to protect our homeland.

As we reflect on these past 15 years, it’s also
important to remember what has not changed:
the core values that define us as Americans,
the resilience that sustains us. After all, terror-
ists will never be able to defeat the United

States. Their only hope is to terrorize us into
changing who we are or our way of life. That’s
why we Americans will never give in to fear.
It’s why this weekend we remember the true
spirit of 9/11. We're still the America of heroes
who ran into harm’s way, of ordinary folks who
took down the hijackers, of families who
turned their pain into hope. We are still the
America that looks out for one another, bound
by our shared belief that I am my brother’s
keeper, I am my sister’s keeper.

In the face of terrorism, how we respond
matters. We cannot give in to those who would
divide us. We can’t react in ways that erode the
fabric of our society. Because it’s our diversity,
our welcoming of all talents, our treating of ev-
erybody fairly—no matter their race, gender,
ethnicity, or faith—that’s part of what makes
our country great. It's what makes us resilient.
And if we stay true to those values, we'll up-
hold the legacy of those we've lost, and keep
our Nation strong and free.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:10 a.m. on August 26 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on Sep-
tember 10. In the address, the President re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization. The transcript
was made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on September 9, but was embargoed
for release until 6 a.m. on September 10. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Wreath-Laying Ceremony Commemorating the 15th Anniversary
of the September 11 Terrorist Attacks at the Pentagon Memorial in Arlington,

Virginia
September 11, 2016

Audience member. We love you! [Laughter]

The President. Well, Ilove you back.

Good morning.

Audience members. Good morning!

The President. Scripture tells us, “Let not
steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; . . .
write them on the tablet of your heart.”
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Secretary Carter, Chairman Dunford,
outstanding members of our Armed Forces,
and most of all, survivors of that September
day and the families of those we lost: It is a
great honor once again to be with you on
this day, a day that I know is still difficult,
but which reveals the love and faithfulness
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