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And against all of the terrorist attacks
around the world, as NATO members, we have
to embrace a common attitude. It is impossible
for us to remain silent, vis-a-vis these attacks,
and we have to embrace the same stance
against all terrorist organizations around the
world. All forms of terrorism is bad. All forms
of terrorism is evil. There is no good terrorist
or a bad terrorist; every terrorist is con-
demned. Every terrorist organization is
doomed. And our stance against terrorism is
quite obvious.

And against these, especially the develop-
ments in Syria and Iraq are very concerning.
Our fight against Daesh terrorist organization
and other terrorist organizations, PYD, YPG,
and our fight against these terrorist organiza-
tions will continue, as committed as they have
ever been. I hope and pray that—which is—
our hope is never to see a belt of terrorism, a
corridor of terrorism emerging in or around
our region. And in order for that to be elimi-
nated, Turkey will forge a very close coopera-
tion and a solidarity with the coalition forces,
and we will prevail out of this cooperation, and
we will be very victorious.

And at the same time, with regards to the
Fethullahist terrorist organization, our opera-
tions are underway within the framework of
the rule of law. Against this terrorist, before
the coup attempt, we had put together some
documentation, amassed some evidence,
which we have submitted to the United States.
And the post–coup-attempt-related documen-

tation and evidence therein will be amassed,
and they will be submitted to our friends in the
United States. The efforts are still underway.

We had welcomed a delegation from the
American Ministry of Justice and a similar del-
egation from the Turkish Ministry of Justice
will go to the United States. Our Minister of
Justice and Minister of Interior will travel to-
gether to the United States, whereby they will
concentrate their efforts on the elaboration of
this evidence. And with this opportunity, I
would like to underline once again that our sol-
idarity and cooperation is most welcome, and
this summit may be very auspicious for us all.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:56 p.m. in
Meeting Rooms 9 and 10 of the JW Marriott
Hotel Hangzhou. In his remarks, he referred
to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) terrorist organization, also known as
Daesh. President Erdogan referred to Fethul-
lah Gülen, a Turkish citizen living in exile in
Saylorsburg, PA, whose followers were blamed
by President Erdogan for the July 15 coup at-
tempt; and Minister of Justice Bekir Bozdağ
and Minister of Interior Süleyman Soylu of
Turkey. He also referred to the Democratic
Union Party (PYD) and People’s Protection
Units (YPG), Kurdish organizations based in
northern Syria. President Erdogan spoke in
Turkish, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter.

Letter to the Nation’s Workforce on the Observance of Labor Day
September 4, 2016

To America’s hardworking men and women:

When workers raise their voices for a fair
wage and dignity in the workplace, they sustain
the story of America: the idea that if you work
hard, you should be able to get ahead, retire
with dignity, and leave something behind for
the next generation.

At the beginning of the last century, Ameri-
can workers came together to fight for dignity
and justice in the workplace. They stood up,

marched, and raised their voices for a 40-hour
workweek, overtime pay, a minimum wage,
and the right to organize for better pay and
benefits. They fought to make dangerous jobs
safer, whether working in a plant or fighting a
fire. These hard-fought victories became the
cornerstones of the greatest middle class the
world has ever known.

Today, we again face a changing economy.
Since I took Office, we’ve made extraordinary
progress together. We have steadily come back
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from the worst economic crisis in generations.
But too many American families don’t yet feel
like they’ve gotten their fair share. That’s why
Americans need a voice at work.

For years, labor unions have been the driv-
ing force for raising that voice. But as union
membership has fallen, inequality has risen.
It’s not hard to understand why. It might be
easy to dismiss or even punish a lone employee
coming forward and asking for a fair wage. But
when folks come together—when it’s not just
one voice but a chorus—they’re impossible to
ignore. That’s a key reason why Americans in
unionized jobs still make roughly 26 percent
more than their non-union peers.

As I’ve said before, if I were looking for a
good job that lets me build some security for
my family, I’d join a union. If I saw a problem
in my workplace, I’d organize my coworkers to
do something about it. Especially because to-
day, more workers than ever need a stronger
voice—from pipefitters and fast food workers
to journalists and tech workers.

So, in today’s economy, we should make it
easier, not harder, for you—America’s work-
ers—to make your voices heard. We know that
when employees come together and start a
conversation about how to build a better work-
place, we all benefit. That’s why whether
you’re a union member, an organizer, an activ-
ist, or just an employee ready to speak up, I’m
proud of the work you do to continue and grow
that conversation.

You have the right to join together, speak
up, and win a seat at the table. You have the
right to talk to your coworkers about how
much you make or how you’d change your
workplace, as long as you’re not doing it while
you’re supposed to be working. And the law
says an employer can’t fire you, demote you, or
change your shift because you’re talking to col-
leagues about advocating for yourselves,
whether that’s through a union or through
some other means.

History shows that working families can get
a fair shot in this country—but only if we are
willing to organize and fight for it. So whether
you simply talk to your coworkers or supervi-
sors about what matters to you, or take the step
of joining a union, the power ultimately rests
with you.

If folks like you keep up the fight, I have no
doubt that America will always be a nation
where if you work hard you can get ahead and
build an even better life for your children.
That’s why I started my career as an organizer
all those years ago—and it’s why I believe in
you.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary as a White House blog
post. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of the letter. 

The President’s News Conference in Hangzhou, China
September 5, 2016

The President. Good evening, everybody.
Well, let me begin by thanking President Xi
and the people of Hangzhou and China for the
hospitality in hosting this G–20 summit on the
shores of beautiful West Lake. Thank you so
much. Xiè xie.

Now, this visit offered the eighth opportuni-
ty for President Xi and me to meet. We agreed
to advance our cooperation across a range of is-
sues, including climate change, global health
and development, peacekeeping, counternar-
cotics, and nuclear security. We also addressed

our differences on issues like religious free-
dom, maritime security, and a level economic
playing field, but we did so in a clear, candid,
direct, and, I think, constructive way. That has
helped us to manage problems, and it’s consis-
tently helped us to improve relations between
the United States and China.

This has also been my 10th and final G–20
meeting. It goes by fast. And so, before I take
your questions, let me put into context what
we’ve done over the course of all these G–20
meetings.
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