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earned. It’s why I issued a call to raise the min-
imum wage, and when Congress ignored that
call, 18 States and the District of Columbia,
plus another 51 cities and counties went ahead
and gave their workers a raise. It’s why the very
first bill I signed was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act why we gave paid sick days to Federal
contractors, why we’ve fought for worker safety
and the right to organize.

And we’ve made good progress. For a few
years after the recession, the top 1 percent did
capture almost all income gains. But that share
has been cut by almost half. Last year, income
for everybody else grew at the fastest pace
since the 1990s. And another 20 million Amer-
icans know the financial security of health in-
surance.

I’m the first to say we’ve got more work to
do in the years ahead. I know we’re in the heat
of a more raucous political season than usual,
but we can’t get so distracted by the latest blus-
ter that we lose sight of the policies that will
actually help working families get ahead. The
truth is, that’s what’s caused some of the frus-
tration that’s roiling our politics right now: Too
many working folks still feel left behind by an
economy that’s constantly changing.

So, as a country, we’ve got some choices to
make. Do we want to be a country where the
typical woman working full time earns 79 cents
for every dollar a man makes or one where
they earn equal pay for equal work? Do we
want a future where inequality rises as union
membership keeps falling or one where wages

are rising for everybody and workers have a say
in their prospects? Are we a people who just
talk about family values while remaining the
only developed nation that doesn’t offer its
workers paid maternity leave, or are we a peo-
ple who actually value families, and make paid
family leave an economic priority for working
parents?

These are the kinds of choices in front of us.
And if we’re going to restore the sense that
hard work is rewarded with a fair shot to get
ahead, we’re going to have to follow the lead of
all those who came before us. That means
standing up not just for ourselves, but for the
father clocking into the plant, the sales clerk
working long and unpredictable hours, or the
mother riding the bus to work across town—
even on Labor Day—folks who work as hard as
we do. And it means exercising our rights to
speak up in the workplace, to join a union, and
above all, to vote.

That’s the legacy we celebrate on Labor
Day. And I’m confident that’s the legacy that
we’ll build upon in the years ahead.

So thanks, everybody. Happy Labor Day,
and enjoy the long weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:10 a.m. on August 26 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on September 3. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 2, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on September 3.

Remarks Announcing the Formal Entry of the United States Into the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Paris Agreement in
Hangzhou, China
September 3, 2016

[President Obama made his remarks during a
meeting with President Xi Jinping of China and
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the United
Nations. His remarks were joined in progress.]

We are here together because we believe
that for all the challenges that we face, the
growing threat of climate change could define

the contours of this century more dramatically
than any other challenge.

One of the reasons I ran for this office was
to make sure that America does its part to pro-
tect this planet for future generations. Over
the past 7½ years, we’ve transformed the Unit-
ed States into a global leader in the fight
against climate change. But this is not a fight
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that any one country, no matter how powerful,
can take alone. That’s why last December’s
Paris Agreement was so important. Nearly 200
nations came together as a strong, enduring
framework to set the world on a course to a
low-carbon future. And someday, we may see
this as the moment that we finally decided to
save our planet.

There are no shortage of cynics who thought
the agreement would not happen. But they
missed two big things: the investments that we
made to allow for incredible innovation in
clean energy, and the strong, principled diplo-
macy over the course of years that we were
able to see pay off in the Paris Agreement. The
United States and China were central to that
effort. Over the past few years, our joint lead-
ership on climate has been one of the most sig-
nificant drivers of global action.

In 2014, President Xi and I stood together in
Beijing to announce landmark climate targets
for our two countries to meet. That announce-
ment set us on the road to Paris by jumpstart-
ing an intense diplomatic effort to put other
countries on the same course. In 2015, we
stood together in Washington to lay out addi-
tional actions our two countries would take,
along with a roadmap for ultimately reaching a
strong agreement in Paris. This year, in 2016,
we meet again to commit formally to joining
the agreement ahead of schedule, creating the
prospect that the agreement might enter into
force ahead of schedule as well.

The United States and China are taking that
step today, as our two nations formally join the
Paris Agreement. Of course, we could not have
done this extraordinary work without the
strong support of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-moon, who has
been an outstanding leader on this issue as
well.

Now, just as I believe the Paris Agreement
will ultimately prove to be a turning point for
our planet, I believe that history will judge to-
day’s efforts as pivotal. For the agreement to
enter into force, as has already been stated, 55
countries representing 55 percent of global
emissions must formally join. Together, the
U.S. and China represent about 40 percent of

global emissions. So today we are moving the
world significantly closer to the goal that we
have set.

We have a saying in America that you need
to put your money where your mouth is. And
when it comes to combating climate change,
that’s what we’re doing, both the United States
and China. We’re leading by example. As the
world’s two largest economies and two largest
emitters, our entrance into this agreement
continues the momentum of Paris and should
give the rest of the world confidence—wheth-
er developed or developing countries—that a
low-carbon future is where the world is head-
ing.

Of course, the Paris Agreement alone won’t
solve the climate crisis. But it does establish an
enduring framework that enables countries to
ratchet down their carbon emissions over time
and to set more ambitious targets as technolo-
gy advances. That means full implementation
of this agreement will help delay or avoid some
of the worst consequences of climate change
and pave the way for more progress in the
coming years. This is the single best chance
that we have to deal with a problem that could
end up transforming this planet in a way that
makes it very difficult for us to deal with all the
other challenges that we may face.

President Xi and I intend to continue work-
ing together in the months ahead to make sure
our countries lead on climate. Three years ago,
in California, we first resolved to work together
to secure a global agreement to phase down
the use of super pollutants known as HFCs,
and we’re now just 6 weeks away from final ne-
gotiations. We also have the chance to reach a
global agreement to curb emissions from the
global airline industry, one that actually has the
support of industry. And today we’re putting
forward roadmaps to get both negotiations
done this year.

On each of these issues, the United States
and China have now developed a significant re-
cord of leadership on one of the most impor-
tant issues of our time. Our teams have worked
together and developed a strong relationship
that should serve us very well. And despite our
differences on other issues, we hope that our
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willingness to work together on this issue will
inspire greater ambition and greater action
around the world.

Yes, diplomacy can be difficult, and progress
on the world stage can be slow. But together,
we’re proving that it is possible. And I was re-
flecting before we came in here with Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-moon about the meeting
that we had in Copenhagen in my first year of
my Presidency, which was quite chaotic. And I
think it is fair to say that if you had looked at
the outcome of that meeting, the prospects of
us being here today, the prospects of a Paris
Agreement seemed very far away. And yet
here we are, which indicates that where there’s
a will and there’s a vision—and where coun-

tries like China and the United States are pre-
pared to show leadership and to lead by exam-
ple—it is possible for us to create a world that
is more secure, more prosperous, and more
free than the one that was left for us.

So, to all of you that have participated in this
extraordinary effort, thank you very much.
Thank you to President Xi. Thank you to the
Secretary-General.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:46 p.m. in Ru
Yi Hall at the West Lake State Guest House.
President Xi and Secretary-General Ban also
made remarks, and no transcript was provided.
Audio was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Xi Jinping of China in Hangzhou
September 3, 2016

Mr. President, I want to thank you, your
Government, the people of China, and the
people—Hangzhou—for the excellent accom-
modations and what I am sure will be a pro-
ductive G–20 summit. Our meeting here is an
opportunity to discuss the breadth and impor-
tance of the U.S.-China relationship. As you in-
dicated, the event that we just came from in
which we deposited our ratification of the Paris
Agreement is just one example of what can
happen when our two countries work effective-
ly together.

I know that at the G–20, we’re committed to
working with other countries to build sustain-
able, inclusive economies and create opportu-
nities for all of our people. In joining the Paris
Agreement today, we’re demonstrating our
shared commitment to climate change. I look
forward to an extensive discussion on our
shared interests in advancing regional and
global security, from the Korean Peninsula to
the fight against ISIL. We very much welcome
China’s contributions to global development,
peacekeeping, and refugee assistance.

And because of the hard work of our teams,
across every dimension—from people-to-peo-
ple ties, energy, scientific, and educational ex-
changes—we have seen steady progress during
the course of my Presidency and during the

course of the multiple meetings that you and I
have had. Consistent with the notion of a new
model for relations between our countries,
what I think we’ve been able to achieve is prac-
tical and constructive efforts where our inter-
ests intersect and a candid discussion of those
areas where we differ and our ability to man-
age them in a way that does not put the bilater-
al relationship at risk. And I know that we will
have, once again, candid conversations about
some of those differences around issues like
human rights or cyber or maritime. But our
teams have been engaged. They have worked
very well and diligently together.

And so I want to thank not only you, Mr.
President, but also your entire Government for
the constructive way in which we have worked
in preparation for this meeting. And I’m abso-
lutely committed to ensuring not only that this
is a productive meeting, but that we’re also set-
ting the stage so that the next U.S. administra-
tion comes in with a relationship that is on a
strong and productive footing.

So thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
6:35 p.m. in Ming Yuan Hall at the West Lake
State Guest House. In his remarks, he referred
to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
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