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has advised that the proposed recommenda-
tion would violate the Appointments Clause of
the Constitution. I do, however, support por-
tions of the recommendation that would estab-
lish a term appointment for the Under Secre-
tary for Health, to ensure that position is re-
moved from the turmoil and turnover of the
political cycle.

For those recommendations I agree with
and whose objectives are not yet achieved, I
am directing the VA to develop plans to com-
plete their implementation. Additionally, in
recognition of the role of the MyVA initiative
in transforming the VA as military service
evolves, I have directed the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs to incorporate the principles of the
MyVA initiative into VA strategic planning,
leadership training, and performance monitor-
ing. In those areas where legislation is re-
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quired, my Administration will work closely
with the Secretary to transmit to the Congress
the relevant legislative proposals, which I rec-
ommend be enacted without delay.

Improving veterans’ health care remains a
critical issue of national importance, and my
Administration will work with veterans and
military families, the Congress, Veterans Ser-
vice Organizations, and other stakeholders to
ensure all our veterans are getting the care and
benefits they need when they need them.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Statement on the Death of President Islom Karimov of Uzbekistan

September 2, 2016

At this challenging time of President Islom
Karimov’s passing, the United States reaffirms
its support for the people of Uzbekistan. This
week, I congratulated President Karimov and
the people of Uzbekistan on their country’s 25

The President’s Weekly Address
September 3, 2016

Hi, everybody. Before you fire up the barbe-
cue for the long weekend, I want to talk a little
bit about the reason we get to celebrate Labor
Day, and that’s the labor movement that
helped to build this country and our middle
class.

For generations, every time the economy has
changed, hard-working Americans marched and
organized and joined unions to demand not
simply a bigger paycheck for themselves, but
better conditions and more security for the folks
working next to them too. Their efforts are why
we can enjoy things like the 40-hour workweek,
overtime pay, and a minimum wage. Their ef-
forts are why we can depend on health insur-

years of independence. As Uzbekistan begins a
new chapter in its history, the United States re-
mains committed to partnership with Uzbeki-
stan, to its sovereignty, security, and to a future
based on the rights of all its citizens.

ance, Social Security, Medicare, and retirement
plans.

All of that progress is stamped with the
union label. All of that progress was fueled
with a simple belief: that our economy works
better when it works for everybody.

That’s the spirit that’s made the progress of
these past 7% years possible. We've rescued our
economy from another depression, cut our un-
employment rate in half, and unleashed the
longest string total job growth on record. And
we've focused on making sure that the gains of
a growing economy don’t just flow to a few at
the top, but to everybody.

That’s why we took action to help millions of
workers finally collect the overtime pay they've
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