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Statement on the European Reassurance Initiative

February 2, 2016

Since the start of Russia’s aggression against
Ukraine almost 2 years ago, the United States
has taken decisive and sustained steps to assure
our allies and bolster NATO’s collective de-
fense capabilities in light of a changing Euro-
pean security environment. Under the Euro-
pean Reassurance Initiative (ERI), we have in-
creased the U.S. military presence in Europe,
conducted additional bilateral and multilateral
exercises, improved U.S. and allied military in-
frastructure in Europe, pre-positioned more
U.S. equipment in Europe, and intensified ef-
forts to build the capacity and interoperability
of allies and partners. ERI has provided fund-
ing for Operation Atlantic Resolve, by which
U.S. forces have maintained a persistent air,
maritime, and ground presence in Central and
Eastern Europe. Together with our allies, the
United States has also taken important steps to
implement the readiness action plan, a package
of measures to assure allies and adapt NATO
to its long-term military requirements, which
was agreed at the 2014 Wales summit in light
of the aggressive posture that Russia has taken
on the alliance’s periphery.

These steps were all necessary, but they are
not sufficient. The alliance has more work to
do. As we approach the 2016 NATO summit in
Warsaw, it is clear that the United States and
our allies must do more to advance our com-

mon defense in support of a Europe that is
whole, free, and at peace. That is why today my
administration announced a four-fold increase
in ERI funding for fiscal year 2017. An ERI
funding level of $3.4 billion will enable the
United States to strengthen our robust military
posture in Europe and improve our ability to
uphold our article 5 commitments to NATO
members. It should make clear that America
will stand firm with its allies in defending not
just NATO territory, but also shared principles
of international law and order.

This is a challenging and important time for
NATO, a cornerstone of transatlantic security
that is increasingly called upon to be a corner-
stone of global security. NATO is necessarily
evolving to meet a range of challenges, not just
to its east, but also to its south, where civil war
and failing states continue to fuel mass migra-
tion and terrorism. All 28 NATO allies are
members of the counter-ISIL coalition, and
NATO allies and partners must continue to
work together to support the Afghan national
defense and security forces. This budget re-
quest ensures that the United States is pre-
pared to meet its commitments to NATO and
should be a reminder that every ally must
properly resource its defense and invest in the
capabilities our alliance requires.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fiscal Year

2016 Budget Request
February 2, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to my constitutional authority and as
contemplated by section 446 of the District of
Columbia Self-Government and Governmental
Reorganization Act as amended in 1989, T am
transmitting the District of Columbia’s fiscal year
(FY) 2016 Budget and Financial Plan. This trans-
mittal does not represent an endorsement of the
contents of the D.C. government’s requests.

The proposed FY 2016 Budget and Financial
Plan reflects the major programmatic objectives
of the Mayor and the Council of the District of
Columbia. For FY 2016, the District estimates
total revenues and expenditures of $13.0 billion.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 2, 2016.
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