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Statement on the Resignation of Katherine Beirne Fallon as White House
Director of Legislative Affairs
January 29, 2016

Republicans and Democrats in Congress
have their differences, but when it comes to
Katie, they’re united in their admiration and
respect. She came into her role at a time when
we needed to build up our relationships with
folks in both parties. And from bipartisan bud-
get agreements to protecting a deal that will
prevent a nuclear Iran, to ensuring the long-
stalled Ex-Im and IMF reforms were enacted,
we simply could not have made the progress
we’ve made without her. It’s never easy to lose

a close adviser, and it’s even harder when
they’ve become a good friend. That said,
there’s nobody better prepared to step into this
role than Amy Rosenbaum, and I’m very
pleased she’s agreed to serve as my next head
of Legislative Affairs.

NOTE: The statement referred to Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Legislative Affairs
Amy Rosenbaum. It also referred to the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 30, 2016

Hi, everybody. As I said in my State of the
Union Address, we live in a time of extraordi-
nary change, change that’s affecting the way
we live and the way we work. New technology
replaces any job where work can be automat-
ed. Workers need more skills to get ahead.
These changes aren’t new, and they’re only go-
ing to accelerate. So the question we have to
ask ourselves is, how can we make sure every-
one has a fair shot at success in this new econo-
my?

The answer to that question starts with edu-
cation. That’s why my administration has en-
couraged States to raise standards. We’ve cut
the digital divide in our classrooms by half.
We’ve worked with Congress to pass a biparti-
san bill to set the expectation that every stu-
dent should graduate from high school ready
for college and a good job. And thanks to the
hard work of students, teachers, and parents
across the country, our high school graduation
rate is at an alltime high.

Now we have to make sure all our kids are
equipped for the jobs of the future, which
means not just being able to work with com-
puters, but developing the analytical and cod-
ing skills to power our innovation economy.
Today’s auto mechanics aren’t just sliding un-
der cars to change the oil, they’re working on

machines that run on as many as a hundred
million lines of code. That’s a hundred times
more than the space shuttle. Nurses are ana-
lyzing data and managing electronic health re-
cords. Machinists are writing computer pro-
grams. And workers of all kinds need to be able
to figure out how to break a big problem into
smaller pieces and identify the right steps to
solve it.

In the new economy, computer science isn’t
an optional skill, it’s a basic skill, right along
with the three R’s. Nine out of ten parents
want it taught to their child in school. Yet right
now only a quarter of our K-through-12
schools offer computer science. Twenty-two
States don’t even allow it to count toward a di-
ploma.

So I’ve got a plan to help make sure all our
kids get an opportunity to learn computer sci-
ence, especially girls and minorities. It’s called
Computer Science for All. And it means just
what it says: giving every student in America an
early start at learning the skills they need to get
ahead in the new economy.

First, I’m asking Congress to provide fund-
ing so that our elementary, middle, and high
schools can provide opportunities to learn
computer science for all students. Second,
starting this year, we’re leveraging existing
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