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women’s basketball as a sport. When she took
the helm at Tennessee as a 22-year-old, she
had to wash her players’ uniforms; by the time
Pat stepped down as the Lady Vols" head
coach, her teams wore eight championship
rings and had cut down nets in sold-out stadi-
ums.

Pat was a patriot who earned Olympic med-
als for America as a player and a coach, and I
was honored to award her the Presidential
Medal of Freedom. She was a proud Tennes-
sean who, when she went into labor while on a
recruiting visit, demanded the pilot return to
Knoxville so her son could be born in her home
State. And she was an inspiring fighter. Even
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after Alzheimer’s started to soften her memo-
ry, and she began a public and brave fight
against that terrible disease, Pat had the grace
and perspective to remind us that “God doesn’t
take things away to be cruel. . . . He takes
things away to lighten us. He takes things away
so we can fly.”

Michelle and I send our condolences to Pat
Summitt’s family, which includes her former
players and fans on Rocky Top and across
America.

NOTE: The statement referred to Ross “Tyler”
Summitt, son of Ms. Summitt.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol to the North Atlantic
Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of Montenegro

June 28, 2016
To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and
consent to ratification, the Protocol to the
North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession
of Montenegro. This Protocol was signed in
Brussels on May 19, 2016, on behalf of the
United States and the other Parties to the
North Atlantic Treaty. Also transmitted for the
information of the Senate is an overview of the
Protocol by the Department of State. Full rati-
fication of the Protocol by the United States
and our allies will allow Montenegro to be-
come a Party to the North Atlantic Treaty and
a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO).

Article 10 of the North Atlantic Treaty,
which outlines NATO’s Open Door policy, is
part of the doctrinal foundation of the Alliance.
Montenegro’s accession to NATO will demon-
strate to other countries in the Balkans and be-

yond that NATO’s door remains open to na-
tions that undertake the reforms necessary to
meet NATO’s requirements and contribute to
the security of the Alliance, and is yet another
milestone in advancing the Euro-Atlantic inte-
gration of the Balkans. I am pleased that, with
the advice and consent of the Senate, and the
ratifications of this Protocol by our NATO al-
lies, Montenegro can soon join us as a member
of this great Alliance.

I ask the Senate to continue working with
me in advancing a Europe whole, free, and at
peace by providing its prompt advice and con-
sent to ratification for this Protocol of Acces-
sion. My Administration stands ready to brief
and assist you in your deliberations.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 28, 2016.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Enrique Pefia Nieto of

Mexico in Ottawa, Canada
June 29, 2016

President Obama. Well, T just want to thank
President Pefia Nieto and the members of his

delegation for an excellent discussion preced-
ing our trilateral meeting.
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