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women’s basketball as a sport. When she took
the helm at Tennessee as a 22-year-old, she
had to wash her players’ uniforms; by the time
Pat stepped down as the Lady Vols’ head
coach, her teams wore eight championship
rings and had cut down nets in sold-out stadi-
ums.

Pat was a patriot who earned Olympic med-
als for America as a player and a coach, and I
was honored to award her the Presidential
Medal of Freedom. She was a proud Tennes-
sean who, when she went into labor while on a
recruiting visit, demanded the pilot return to
Knoxville so her son could be born in her home
State. And she was an inspiring fighter. Even

after Alzheimer’s started to soften her memo-
ry, and she began a public and brave fight
against that terrible disease, Pat had the grace
and perspective to remind us that “God doesn’t
take things away to be cruel. . . . He takes
things away to lighten us. He takes things away
so we can fly.”

Michelle and I send our condolences to Pat
Summitt’s family, which includes her former
players and fans on Rocky Top and across
America.

NOTE: The statement referred to Ross “Tyler”
Summitt, son of Ms. Summitt.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol to the North Atlantic
Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of Montenegro
June 28, 2016

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and
consent to ratification, the Protocol to the
North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession
of Montenegro. This Protocol was signed in
Brussels on May 19, 2016, on behalf of the
United States and the other Parties to the
North Atlantic Treaty. Also transmitted for the
information of the Senate is an overview of the
Protocol by the Department of State. Full rati-
fication of the Protocol by the United States
and our allies will allow Montenegro to be-
come a Party to the North Atlantic Treaty and
a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO).

Article 10 of the North Atlantic Treaty,
which outlines NATO’s Open Door policy, is
part of the doctrinal foundation of the Alliance.
Montenegro’s accession to NATO will demon-
strate to other countries in the Balkans and be-

yond that NATO’s door remains open to na-
tions that undertake the reforms necessary to
meet NATO’s requirements and contribute to
the security of the Alliance, and is yet another
milestone in advancing the Euro-Atlantic inte-
gration of the Balkans. I am pleased that, with
the advice and consent of the Senate, and the
ratifications of this Protocol by our NATO al-
lies, Montenegro can soon join us as a member
of this great Alliance.

I ask the Senate to continue working with
me in advancing a Europe whole, free, and at
peace by providing its prompt advice and con-
sent to ratification for this Protocol of Acces-
sion. My Administration stands ready to brief
and assist you in your deliberations.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 28, 2016.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Enrique Peña Nieto of
Mexico in Ottawa, Canada
June 29, 2016

President Obama. Well, I just want to thank
President Peña Nieto and the members of his

delegation for an excellent discussion preced-
ing our trilateral meeting.
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Terrorist Attack in Istanbul, Turkey

Before I discuss the importance of the U.S.-
Mexican relationship, let me just publicly ex-
tend my deepest condolences to the people of
Turkey for the terrible attack that took place in
Istanbul. I had a chance to speak to President
Erdogan earlier today to discuss with him not
only how heartbroken we have been by the im-
ages of the injured and those killed, but also to
reaffirm our strong commitment to partner
with Turkey, with NATO, with the broad-
based alliance that we have structured around
the world to fight ISIL.

It’s an indication of how little these vicious
organizations have to offer; that beyond killing
innocents, they are continually losing ground,
unable to govern those areas that they have
taken over; that they’re going to be defeated in
Syria, they’re going to be defeated in Iraq, they
are going to be on the run wherever they hide.
And we will not rest until we have dismantled
these networks of hate that have an impact on
the entire civilized world.

And I know that that view is shared by Mex-
ico. It’s shared by Canada. It’s shared by all the
people of this hemisphere. And it’s shared in
every region of the world. So we stand with the
people of Turkey, and we intend to do what’s
necessary to make sure that these kinds of ter-
rible events are not happening.

Mexico-U.S. Relations

Now, on a happier note, the cooperation
that’s been taking place between the United
States and Mexico across a whole range of is-
sues has been outstanding. We had the oppor-
tunity to discuss the continuing strength of our
business, commercial, trade, and people-to-
people ties.

The United States is not just a friend and
neighbor of Mexico’s, but the very character of
the United States is shaped by Mexican Ameri-
cans who have shaped our culture, our politics,
our business. And at a time in which we all too
often are hearing rhetoric that ignores the
enormous contributions that have been made
by Mexican Americans and the enormous
strengths that we draw from the relationship

with our good neighbor to the south, it was—
it’s been useful for us to reaffirm all the differ-
ent issues that we’ve been working on togeth-
er.

We are strongly committed to making sure
that we have high labor and environmental
standards embedded in our trade between our
two countries. And that’s reflected in our com-
mitment to the Trans-Pacific Partnership. We
discussed the excellent cooperation that we’ve
received from the Mexican Government on
border issues that can facilitate the kinds of
trade and commerce and tourism and travel
that takes place between our two countries,
but also ensures that we’re able to enforce our
immigration laws in a way that is orderly and
sound.

We talked about the joint work that we’re
doing together around energy and the remark-
able leadership that Mexico has shown with re-
spect to climate change. And not only has Mex-
ico been a leader in helping to shape the Paris
Agreement that was forged last year, but they
are now also a leader in helping to make sure
that it is implemented.

And I also want to thank Mexico for their
leadership when it comes to refugee issues.
And they will be one of the cohosts of a refu-
gee summit that we are planning for Septem-
ber on the margins of the U.N. General As-
sembly.

We also discussed our joint cooperation
when it comes to battling drug trafficking. And
although this is something that both our gov-
ernments have been fighting for a long time,
there’s even greater urgency in light of the in-
crease in heroin trade. That is something that
we’re addressing in the United States, in the
comprehensive program to combat opioids and
heroin that I announced and the $1 billion that
we are slating to improve treatment and pre-
vention, as well as law enforcement and inter-
diction. And we are appreciative that Mexico is
taking this issue seriously and going to be
working alongside us developing their own
strategy, but also one that is in coordination
with ours.

And in the meantime, we are developing a
whole host of other measures that focus on the
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positive elements of the relationship between
our peoples, whether it’s educational, scientif-
ic, cultural.

So, as always, President Peña Nieto has
been an outstanding partner. I’ve invited him
to visit Washington one last time before I leave
office. He’s accepted. And so we look forward
to seeing him and his delegation there. And I
want to once again thank them for not only be-
ing good neighbors, but also being good
friends.

Thank you so much.
President Peña Nieto. First and foremost, I

would like to say that Mexico stands in solidari-
ty with Turkey and regrets the events that took
place in Turkey, events that took the lives of
dozens of people. And we would like to express
our solidarity with the families. We would like
to condemn violence. There is no cause—there
is no fight—that could call itself valid if it uses
violence as a means. We condemn this terror
attacks that took place in Turkey.

In terms of the bilateral meeting that we just
had, first and foremost, I expressed to Presi-
dent Obama how grateful we are, and we want
to acknowledge the political will shown by his
administration to work jointly with the Govern-
ment of Mexico to address topics that are com-
mon to our countries, not only in the commer-
cial and trade arena, but also in the area of se-
curity, in the area of cooperation. And I want
to underscore the importance of regional inte-
gration.

We must acknowledge that isolationism can-
not bring prosperity to a society. It is from a
collective effort between the countries that are
located in one same region. The relationship
between the United States and Mexico is his-
toric due to our geographical vicinity. Without
a doubt, the Government of President Obama
and the Government of Mexico, we have
stressed and emphasized the importance and
relevance that working as a team has and to
stand together vis-à-vis different areas that
could provide a solution on the issues that we
face in the region.

I expressed my recognition that we do not
only have diplomatic exchanges—that is, not—
we do not only have high-level agreements, we

have here different officials and their counter-
parts from both of our countries, from the U.S.
and Mexico. We have agreed to go through se-
curity cooperation issues. The security of both
of our nations needs to be based on coopera-
tion activities between the two governments by
sharing information, by having day-to-day ex-
changes to ensure security on the U.S. side and
the Mexican side.

Therefore, we have made a commitment to
keep on working on the basis of dialogue. Pres-
ident Obama has said it already: We have to
work together, and we have to reinforce the ef-
forts done so far to fight organized crime and
specifically drug trafficking: specifically, those
who produce and traffic heroin. We have iden-
tified that production is on the rise, and this
narcotic is taken to the United States in great
numbers. We have decided to work on this is-
sue.

We have decided to support each other in
order to, in the case of Mexico, have the ap-
proval at Congress of the TPP agreements.
The world is teaching us lessons. Being a stra-
tegic partners as countries strengthens devel-
opment for our nations. And one of the biggest
challenges that we’re facing—and of course, it
was part of our conversation—is that we need
to be very clear in terms of describing the ben-
efits of being an integrated region. Jobs are
created. Companies are incorporated. Trade is
free. And more development can reach people
due to regional integration.

Isolationism is not a route towards prog-
ress. Integration is. The world is teaching us
different lessons when you decide for being
in isolation and what happens to those coun-
tries that decide not to be in an integrated re-
gion.

We have decided to work on the develop-
ment of clean energies. Both of our countries
are committed to work towards the advance-
ment of the environment; to bolster the legal
framework, in the case of Mexico, that we have
managed to enact to reduce greenhouse effect
gases and make—expedite progress in the gen-
eration of clean energy.

Without a doubt, the agenda between our
countries is extensive. I would like to thank
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President Obama for his invitation to visit very
soon the United States. And we are going to
keep on working on specific areas of our rela-
tionship. And this is going to reaffirm that we
are neighbors, we are friends. But this friend-
ship is based on strong cooperation and team-
work for the benefit of development and secu-
rity of our nations. This is what we have dis-
cussed. These are the commitments that we
have made. And we are determined to keep on
working on this pathway.

Thank you very much, President Obama, for
your friendship and for working as a team.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:44 a.m. in
Room 104 of the Canadian Galleries at the Na-
tional Gallery of Canada. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization. President
Peña Nieto spoke in Spanish, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Justin P.J. Trudeau
of Canada and President Enrique Peña Nieto of Mexico in Ottawa
June 29, 2016

Prime Minister Trudeau. Good afternoon,
everyone. Thank you for joining us today. Pres-
ident Obama, President Peña Nieto and I have
just wrapped up a very productive meeting.
The tone of the meeting was friendly, as you
might expect among friends, but also a little
poignant. We’re obviously thrilled to have
President Peña Nieto here for his first visit to
Canada as President of Mexico. Yet, at the
same time, it’s a little sad that this will be the
last chance for all three of us to get together in
this capacity, given President Obama’s im-
pending retirement—[laughter]—something
he pointed out to us more than once, I should
add, usually with a little smile.

But I do want to once again thank both lead-
ers and their delegations for coming to Ottawa
and for being truly open to the discussions that
took place today. One of the first items we dis-
cussed was our common respect for diversity
and our firm support for LGBTQ2 rights, es-
pecially in the wake of the shootings earlier this
month in Orlando.

[At this point, Prime Minister Trudeau spoke in
French, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter as follows.]

The United States and Mexico both lost citi-
zens in Orlando. That tragedy has strength-
ened our determination to protect the rights of
LGBTQ2 people, and on behalf of—and we

urge all leaders throughout the world to do the
same.

We also talked about the need to ensure a
clean and prosperous future for all of our peo-
ple and for all of people in the world.

[Prime Minister Trudeau spoke in English as
follows.]

President Peña Nieto, President Obama,
and I are unanimous in our belief that on this
issue, North America can—and indeed must—
lead the way.

Today we resolved—we turned that resolve
into action with a negotiation of an ambitious
and enduring North American Climate, Clean
Energy, and Environment Partnership. This
partnership will see our countries stand side by
side as we work toward the common goal of a
North America that is competitive, that en-
courages clean growth, and that protects our
shared environment now and for generations
to come. It’s a partnership that lays out some
very clear deliverables and that identifies real-
istic paths to achieving them.

Together, we will advance clean and secure
energy with the goal of 50-percent clean power
generation across the continent by 2025. We
will drive down short-lived climate pollutants,
things like methane, black carbon, and hydro-
fluorocarbons. We will promote clean and effi-
cient transportation, creating clean jobs as we
reduce energy consumption, air pollution, and
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