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Leslie, former center, WNBA’s Los Angeles
Sparks; Sheryl Swoopes, former head coach,

Loyola University women’s basketball team;
and Sue Bird, guard, WNBA’s Seattle Storm.

Statement on the Supreme Court’s Decision in Whole Woman’s Health v.
Hellerstedt
June 27, 2016

I am pleased to see the Supreme Court pro-
tect women’s rights and health today. As the
brief filed by the Solicitor General makes clear
and as the Court affirmed today, these restric-
tions harm women’s health and place an un-
constitutional obstacle in the path of a woman’s
reproductive freedom. We remain strongly

committed to the protection of women’s
health, including protecting a woman’s access
to safe, affordable health care and her right to
determine her own future. Women’s opportu-
nities are expanded and our Nation is stronger
when all of our citizens have accessible, afford-
able health care.

Statement on the Council of the District of Columbia’s Passage of
Legislation To Raise the Minimum Wage
June 27, 2016

I commend the District of Columbia, Mayor
Muriel Bowser, and the Council of the District
of Columbia for raising the District’s minimum
wage. Since my first call to raise the wage in
2013, 18 States and DC have taken action, ac-
tion that will help over 7 million American work-
ers. In addition, nearly 50 cities and counties, as
well as many of our leading businesses, have act-
ed on their own to boost wages for thousands

more workers. That’s progress. But we must
continue to build on that progress, because no
American working full time in this country
should struggle to make ends meet. That’s why
as long as I hold this office, I will continue to
fight for hard-working Americans. And I will
keep urging Congress to raise the Federal mini-
mum wage so that all Americans have a fair shot
to get ahead. America deserves a raise.

Statement on the Death of Patricia S. Head Summitt
June 28, 2016

Nobody walked off a college basketball
court victorious more times than Tennessee’s
Pat Summitt. For four decades, she outworked
her rivals, made winning an attitude, loved her
players like family, and became a role model to
millions of Americans, including our two
daughters. Her unparalleled success includes
never recording a losing season in 38 years of
coaching , but also, and more importantly, a
100-percent graduation rate among her players
who completed their athletic eligibility. Her
legacy, however, is measured much more by
the generations of young women and men who
admired Pat’s intense competitiveness and
character and, as a result, found in themselves

the confidence to practice hard, play harder,
and live with courage on and off the court. As
Pat once said in recalling her achievements:
“What I see are not the numbers. I see their
faces.”

Pat learned early on that everyone should be
treated the same. When she would play basket-
ball against her older brothers in the family
barn, they didn’t treat her any differently and
certainly didn’t go easy on her. Later, her Hall
of Fame career would tell the story of the his-
toric progress toward equality in American ath-
letics that she helped advance. Pat started
playing college hoops before title IX and start-
ed coaching before the NCAA recognized
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