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should reflect the full story of our country, the
richness and diversity and uniquely American
spirit that has always defined us: that we are
stronger together; that out of many, we are
one. That’s what makes us the greatest nation
on Earth. And it’s what we celebrate at Stone-
wall, for our generation and for all those who
come after us.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:40 p.m. on June 15 in the State

Dining Room at the White House for broad-
cast on June 25. Proclamation 9465, which
established the Stonewall National Monu-
ment, was signed on June 24 and is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume. The
transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 24, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on June
25. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Statement on the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture
June 26, 2016

Today marks the 29th anniversary of the en-
try into force of the United Nations Conven-
tion Against Torture. This is a day to affirm the
United States abiding commitment to achieve
a world without torture or other cruel, inhu-
man, or degrading treatment or punishment.

On my second day in office I issued an Ex-
ecutive order reaffirming the United States
commitment to the universal ban on torture,
and we have worked hard every day to match
our words with actions. We have owned up to
past mistakes and helped advance humane
treatment safeguards through the clarification
and codification of our obligations. My experi-
ence as Commander in Chief has only rein-

forced my conviction that, the United States
must never resort to torture. In addition to be-
traying our values and obligations, it would
embolden repressive regimes, serve as a pre-
text for terrorist recruitment and violent ex-
tremism, and damage the United States repu-
tation as a force for good in the world.

Today we stand in solidarity with victims of
torture around the world and thank the many
Americans who work tirelessly to achieve the
goals inscribed in the Convention Against Tor-
ture. Their work embodies the best of who we
are as a nation at the same time as it makes us
stronger and more secure.

Remarks Honoring the 2015 Women’s National Basketball Association
Champion Minnesota Lynx
June 27, 2016

The President. Hello, everybody, hello! Hel-
lo! Everybody—everybody, have a seat. Every-
body, have a seat. Oliver is upset—[laugh-
ter]—that Mom is up here and he’s not. Now,
if you want to bring Oliver up here, you—that’s
fine. Coach, what do you think? Come on. 

Audience members. Aww!
The President. Yes, come on. There you go.

Look, he’s got his little suit on and everything.
[Laughter] Look at him—got the bow tie.

Head Coach Cheryl Reeve. Can you say say
hi to Mr. President?

The President. Hey, man. High five? 

Coach Reeve. Say high hive. High five?
The President. There you go. All right, now

that we’ve got that settled. [Laughter] 
Good afternoon, everybody. Give it up for

the 2015 WNBA champion the Minnesota
Lynx! Yes. So this is this team’s third visit to
the White House in the past 5 years. So I guess
I should ask: “Whose house?” [Laughter]

Player. Our house!
Coach Reeve. Our house!
The President. Our house!
We have some Lynx fans in the house, in-

cluding your outstanding Senator, Amy Klobu-
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