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NOTE: The President spoke at 7:08 p.m. in Ball-
room 4E at the Washington State Convention
Center. In his remarks, he referred to County
Executive Dow Constantine of King County,
WA; Anita K. Blanchard, professor of obstetrics
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and gynecology, University of Chicago Medicine;
Donald J. Trump, chairman and president,
Trump Organization, in his capacity as a Repub-
lican Presidential candidate; and Supreme Court
Associate Justice—designate Merrick B. Garland.

Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee F undraiser

in Medina, Washington
June 24, 2016

The President. Let me begin my thanking
Steve and Heather for their extraordinary hos-
pitality and opening up their home. And I'm
told that people will put everything back to
where it was. [Laughter]

Audience member. That's what I've been told.

The President. That's what you’ve been told.
And T've been told the same. So if it doesn’t
happen and you need me to come over to help
move the chairs around, T'll be happy to help.
[Laughter] But thank you to you and your fam-
ily. We so appreciate your hospitality. That’s
right, give a big round of applause.

A couple of people I want to acknowledge.
First of all, the reason we do this is because we
have some outstanding public servants who are
fighting every day the good fight on behalf of a
whole bunch of issues. Washington State is
lucky to have one of the outstanding delega-
tions of just about any State, and so I just want-
ed to make sure that everybody has a chance to
give him a big round of applause. First of all,
Representative Denny Heck. Representative
Derek Kilmer. And your neighbor, who I know
worked tirelessly to make sure that this was a
successful event and is also working tirelessly
in Washington and just doing a great job, Su-
zan DelBene.

We also have former Secretary of Com-
merce Gary Locke. I guess he was also a Gov-
ernor. [Laughter] And the chair of the DCCC,
Ben Ray Lujén is here. And finally, somebody
who has been my ally, friend, confidante, occa-
sionally has whipped me into shape—TI think
I've gotten to know a lot of people in politics,
and I don’t know a lot of people who combine
smarts, toughness, passion, savvy, and a big
heart more than Nancy Pelosi.

So my tradition in relatively intimate set-
tings like this is not to give a long speech. T just
spoke to 3,000 folks. I'm sure it’s on YouTube.
You can take a look at it. [Laughter] T just want
to make a couple of brief remarks to set the
stage, and then this is really a conversation.

We are going through extraordinary times.
The speed of transformation that the world is
going through is probably unmatched than any
time in history. I just came from San Francis-
co, where we had the seventh of our Global
Entrepreneurship Summits. And it is as inspir-
ing an event as we do. We've done them in var-
ious parts of the world. And we bring together
extraordinary, young, talented entrepreneurs
from, in this case, 170 countries.

I did a panel with Mark Zuckerberg and
three of them. One was a woman from Egypt
that had started a platform for event organizing
in Egypt and now has opened an office in
Dubai. Another was a young man from Rwan-
da who had developed a technology to take re-
fuse and use it as biofuels so you wouldn’t see
as much chopping down of trees, and would be
more environmentally sound. The third was
this extraordinary young woman from Peru
who was training young women, working class
women, into digital skills. And they were now
getting jobs in a burgeoning digital economy,
not just in Peru, but now in other parts of Latin
America.

And you listened to them, and it made you
so optimistic about the prospects of the world.
And it represented all the promise and excite-
ment and opportunity presented by the fact
that the world is shrinking and becoming more
connected.
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Now, this of course was against the back-
drop of Brexit and the nominee of the Presi-
dency for the other party at a golf course—
[laughter]—and a reaction to the world shrink-
ing and interconnectedness. And it speaks to
how we are at this moment in time in which
the opportunities have never been greater,
where young people are more educated and
more sophisticated and more engaged and
more involved than ever before; where by al-
most every measure, the world is actually
healthier, wealthier, less violent, more tolerant
than it’s ever been before, but where there are
also communities that are being left behind,
people who feel that their lives have been dis-
rupted by this great change, trend lines that
show growing inequality, even after we’ve re-
covered from a crisis. And the choices we make
now really matter. They really count.

And I would like to say that what we’ve had
over the last 8 years and what we’re having now
is a serious conversation between two parties,
where we've agreed on the facts that there is
climate change or that there are problems with
inequality or that we have to take seriously the
importance of reaching out to young, disaffect-
ed people and giving them a chance and in-
vesting in education. I'd like to think that we
were having a serious conversation of that sort.

But that’s not what’s happened. Because we
have a party right on the other side that ignores
the science and facts of climate change, that
presents budgets whose numbers don’t even
come close to adding up, that are promoting
ideas of cutting taxes for those of us who don’t
need tax cuts and cutting vital services to the
most vulnerable of our populations and threat-
ening to run up deficits. A party that increas-
ingly relies on rhetoric that divides the country
as opposed to brings it together. That refuses
to even hold a hearing on a Supreme Court
nominee that everybody, including Republican
themselves have said may be one of the most
qualified people ever to be nominated to the
bench. The list goes on.

And it’s interesting, at the end of my Presi-
dency, I reflect back, and I am not somebody
who believes that inherently one party has a
monopoly on wisdom. I come from the State of
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Mlinois where the first Republican President
was a guy named Abraham Lincoln, and where
I believe that our democracy works best when
we have a vigorous, serious debate between
parties that are trying to genuinely solve the
big problems that our country and the world
confront.

But I cannot say in good conscience that
that’s what’s happening on the other side. And
if you didn’t think the stakes were high before,
you should think the stakes are pretty high
right now. And the good news is that, on issue
after issue, whether it’s commonsense gun laws
that might not prevent every death in an Or-
lando nightclub, but might prevent 100 people
being shot and half of those folks being killed
in the span of minutes; if youre concerned
about making sure that we continue to make
progress on climate change—on all these is-
sues, the majority agrees with us. But that has
to translate into votes, and that has to translate
into seats in Congress, and that has to translate
into legislation, and it has to translate into actu-
al policies that impact people’s lives.

A lot of times, we make politics more com-
plicated than it is. If you've got the votes, you
get stuff done. And if you dont, the place
doesn’t work. When Nancy Pelosi was the
Speaker of the House, we had a 2-year run that
was probably more productive legislatively
than any time since the 1960s. When Nancy
Pelosi was no longer Speaker, we've got Gov-
ernment shutdowns and dysfunction. And un-
fortunately, sometimes, this gets reported as
Washington not working. No, it’s not Washing-
ton not working. It is a party that has decided
that their approach to maintaining power is to
make sure that Washington does not work and
to breed to cynicism and to discourage voting
in pursuit of either protecting the status quo
and the special interests that they represent or
in pursuit of an ideological fixation on small
government for the sake of small government.

And if we don’t do the work that we have to
do in order to change that, shame on us. I've
got a daughter that just graduated from high
school. T just had a chance to meet—Steven
had his kid who seemed extraordinary and do-
ing great work. I've had a chance to meet some



of your kids in the past, who, some of you
brought them here today. If you talk to them,
you meet them, you can’t help but think our
best days are ahead of us. But we’ve got to do
our jobs so that they can actually realize that
extraordinary potential. We can’t screw up so
bad that they can’t fix it. And that requires us
to have a level of commitment and devotion
right now that meets the moment. Your pres-
ence here today is a good start, but it’s not the
end of it. We’ve got more work to do.
Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:32 p.m. at the
residence of Sudhir Steven Singh and Heather

The President’s Weekly Address
June 25, 2016

Hi, everybody. The story of America is a sto-
ry of progress. It’s written by ordinary people
who put their shoulders to the wheel of history
to make sure that the promise of our founding
applies not just to some of us, but to all of us:
farmers and blacksmiths who chose revolution
over tyranny; immigrants who crossed oceans
and the Rio Grande; women who reached for
the ballot and scientists who shot for the
Moon; the preachers and porters and seam-
stresses who guided us towards the mountain-
top of freedom.

Sometimes, we can mark that progress in
special places, hallowed ground where our his-
tory was written, places like Independence
Hall, Gettysburg, Seneca Falls, Kitty Hawk,
and Cape Canaveral. Well, one of these special
places is the Stonewall Inn. Back in 1969, as a
turbulent decade was winding down, the
Stonewall Inn was a popular gathering place
for New York City’s LGBT community. At the
time, being gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgen-
der was considered obscene, illegal, even a
mental illness.

One night, police raided the bar and started
arresting folks. Raids like these were nothing
new, but this time, the patrons had had
enough. So they stood up and spoke out. The
riots became protests; the protests became a
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Singh. In his remarks, he referred to Mark E.
Zuckerberg, founder and chief executive offi-
cer, Facebook, Inc.; Mai Medhat, cofounder
and chief executive officer, Eventtus; Jean
Bosco Nzeyimana, founder and chief executive
officer, HABONA Ltd.; Mariana Costa Checa,
cofounder and executive director, Laborato-
ria; Donald J. Trump, chairman and president,
Trump Organization, in his capacity as a Re-
publican Presidential candidate; and Supreme
Court Associate Justice—designate Merrick B.
Garland. He also referred to the United King-
dom’s June 23 referendum vote to leave the
European Union. Audio was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

movement; the movement ultimately became
an integral part of America.

Over the past 7 years, we've seen achieve-
ments that would have been unimaginable to
the folks who, knowingly or not, started the
modern LGBT movement at Stonewall. Today,
all Americans are protected by a hate crimes
law that includes sexual orientation and gender
identity. “Don’t ask, don’t tell” is history. In-
surance companies can no longer turn you
away because of who you are. Transgender
Americans are more visible than ever, helping
to make our Nation more inclusive and wel-
coming for all. And 1 year ago this weekend,
we lit the White House in every color, because
in every State in America, you're now free to
marry the person you love.

There’s still work to do. As we saw 2 weeks
ago in Orlando, the LGBT community still fac-
es real discrimination, real violence, real hate.
So we can’t rest. We've got to keep pushing for
equality and acceptance and tolerance.

But the arc of our history is clear: It’s an arc
of progress. And a lot of that progress can be
traced back to Stonewall. So this week, I'm
designating the Stonewall National Monument
as the newest addition to America’s national
parks system. Stonewall will be our first nation-
al monument to tell the story of the struggle
for LGBT rights. I believe our national parks
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