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We’ve got to summon that same vision for the
future.

We’ve made good strides. We’ve jumpstart-
ed a clean energy revolution. We’re reducing
carbon pollution. We’re preserving landscapes.
We’re rallying the world to tackle climate
change together. But we’ve got to do a lot
more. And on this issue, unlike a lot of issues,
there is such a thing as being too late.

The good news is, I know we can rise to the
challenge. Over the last 7 years, we’ve proved
it. And if we keep at it, we’re not just going to
safeguard this place, we’re going to protect our
communities from rising seas and stronger
storms and brutal droughts. But we’re also go-
ing to protect our children’s lungs from breath-
ing dirty air. We’ll protect vulnerable peoples
from displacement. We’ll protect our national
security, because we won’t be seeing refugees
displaced because of conflict and scarcity. And
we’ll build on that legacy of all those who came
before us, who stood in these parks more a
century ago and talked about an America that
lasts through the ages.

You know, I was telling the head of the sys-
tem here about my first visit to a big national
park, up in Yellowstone. I was 11 years old.
And I was living in Hawaii, and so this was the
first time I had traveled to the mainland. And I
came through California, and we went to Chi-
cago and Arizona and then ended in Yellow-
stone National Park. And I remember, being
an 11-year-old kid, the first time I saw a
moose—[laughter]—in a lake, the first time we
drove over a hill and suddenly there was a field

full of deer, the first time I saw a bear and her
cub.

That changes you. You’re not the same after
that. And I want to make sure every kid feels
that. Studies have shown now that just 5 min-
utes of time in a green, open space brings your
stress levels down. It makes your heartbeat go
down. It makes your whole body feel better. It
makes your spirit stronger and cleaner.

And we’ve got kids all across this country
who never see a park. There are kids who live
miles from here who have never seen this.
We’ve got to change that, because the beauty
of the national park system is it belongs to ev-
erybody. It is a true expression of our democra-
cy, the notion that we all look after ourselves
and our families and we work hard and we
make money and we have our own homes and
apartments and cars and televisions, but then
there’s this part of us that is part of everybody,
something we have in common, something we
share, a place where we connect with each oth-
er and to connect to something bigger than
ourselves. What an incredible idea. What a
worthy investment. What a precious thing we
have to pass on to the next generation. Let’s
make that happen.

Thanks, everybody. God bless you. And God
bless the United States of America. And to all
the dads out there, Happy Father’s Day, guys.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:21 a.m. at
Sentinel Bridge. In his remarks, he referred to
Jill T. Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden.

Statement on the Observance of Juneteenth
June 19, 2016

Just outside the Oval Office hangs a painting
depicting the night of December 31, 1862. In
it, African American men, women, and chil-
dren crowd around a single pocket watch, wait-
ing for the clock to strike midnight and the
Emancipation Proclamation to take effect. As
the slaves huddle anxiously in the dimly lit
room, we can sense how even 2 more minutes
seems like an eternity to wait for one’s free-
dom. But the slaves of Galveston, Texas, had to

wait more than 2 years after Lincoln’s decree
and 2 months after Appomattox to receive
word that they were free at last.

Today we commemorate the anniversary of
that delayed, but welcome news. Decades of
collective action would follow as equality and
justice for African Americans advanced slowly,
frustratingly, gradually, on our Nation’s jour-
ney toward a more perfect Union. On this Ju-
neteenth, we remember that struggle as we
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reflect on how far we’ve come as a country.
The slaves of Galveston knew their freedom
was only a first step, just as the bloodied foot
soldiers who crossed the Edmund Pettus
Bridge 100 years later knew they had to keep
marching.

Juneteenth is a time to recommit ourselves
to the work that remains undone. We remem-

ber that even in the darkest hours, there is
cause to hope for tomorrow’s light. Today, no
matter our race, religion, gender, or sexual ori-
entation, we recommit ourselves to working to
free modern-day slaves around the world and
to honoring in our own time the efforts of
those who fought so hard to steer our country
truer to our highest ideals.

Remarks at the SelectUSA Investment Summit
June 20, 2016

Thank you, everybody. Thank you. Please
have a seat, have a seat. Well, let me begin by
thanking Penny, not only for her kind words
and friendship, but for her outstanding leader-
ship in promoting American business and mak-
ing the case for commercial diplomacy. Con-
gratulations not only to Penny, but also her en-
tire team, especially my dear friend Vinai
Thummalapally, on yet another sold-out sum-
mit. Give Vinai a big round of applause.

Those of you who do not know Vinai, he’s a
former Ambassador and, more importantly,
was one of my roommates in college. [Laugh-
ter] So he got his job on the merits—[laugh-
ter]—but it is true that he has some compro-
mising information—[laughter]—that if it was
ever fully disclosed, I’d be in trouble. [Laugh-
ter] But he has done an outstanding job.

To all of you who have crossed oceans to be
here, welcome. And to all of my Cabinet Sec-
retaries and Ambassadors here, thank you for
the extraordinary job that you do.

I’ve been talking with a lot of young people
lately, including on college campuses around
the country. And some of you who are visiting
from other countries know that when I travel
abroad, one of my favorite things to do is to
have a town meeting with young people over-
seas as well.

And one of the things that I remind young
people, just to offer them a little bit of perspec-
tive, is that no matter how grim the news
sometimes seems, no matter how extraordinary
the challenges that humanity or America
seems to be facing at any given moment, if you
had to choose a moment in human history in
which to be born, and you didn’t know ahead

of time who you were going to be—what your
nationality was or your gender or race or
class—if you had to pick one moment in histo-
ry that gave you the best chance to succeed,
you would choose right now. You would choose
this moment, when the world is wealthier, bet-
ter educated, more open, more tolerant, more
connected than it has ever been at any time in
human history; less violent, less riven by divi-
sion. You’d choose today.

And as I think about what you’re doing here
in this hall, I’d add a corollary to that observa-
tion. If you could choose any place and time to
invest your business’s precious resources, I be-
lieve you’d choose right here, right now. If
you’d choose a place to expand your portfolio,
to place your bets, to open up a plant, to start
building the next great new business or service,
you would select the U.S.A. Because nowhere
in the world and never in history has there ever
been a better place to grow your business.

Now, here’s why: Never before has the
United States recorded 75 straight months of
private sector job growth. Never before has
our graduation—high school graduation rate
been higher, preparing students for college
and careers in your industries. Never before
have we insured more than 90 percent of our
citizens, and we’ve seen the slowest growth in
the price of health care in 50 years. And that’s
important for a whole host of reasons, includ-
ing the fact that healthier workers are more
productive workers, not to mention better con-
sumers, and more affordable health care
makes it easier for your businesses to add jobs
and pay a good wage. Never before have we
had such high-standard free trade agreements
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