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ter who you are or who you love. And hatred
towards people because of sexual orientation,
regardless of where it comes from, it’s a betray-
al of what’s best in us.

Joe and I were talking on the way over here.
You can’t break up the world into “us” and
“them” and denigrate and express hatred to-
wards groups because of the color of their skin
or their faith or their sexual orientation and not
feed something very dangerous in this world.

So if there was ever a moment for all of us to
reflect and reaffirm our most basic beliefs that
everybody counts and everybody has dignity,
now is the time. It’s a good time for all of us to
reflect on how we treat each other and to insist
on respect and equality for every human being.

We have to end discrimination and violence
against our brothers and sisters who are in the
LGBT community, here at home and around
the world, especially in countries where they
are routinely prosecuted. We have to challenge
the oppression of women, wherever it occurs,
here or overseas. There’s only “us”—Ameri-
cans.

Here in Orlando, in the men and women
taken from us, those who loved them, we see
some of the true character of this country: the
best of humanity coming roaring back; the love
and the compassion and the fierce resolve that
will carry us through not just through this
atrocity, but through whatever difficult times
may confront us.

It’s our pluralism and our respect for each
other, including a young man who said to a
friend, he was “super proud” to be Latino. It’s
our love of country: the patriotism of an Army
reservist who was known as “an amazing offi-
cer.” And it’s our unity: the outpouring of love
that so many across our country have shown to
our fellow Americans who are LGBT, a display
of solidarity that might have been unimagina-
ble even a few years ago.
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It’s been less than a week since the deadliest
mass shooting in American history. And fore-
most in all of our minds has been the loss and
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Out of this darkest of moments, that gives us
hope, seeing people reflect, seeing people’s
best instincts come out, maybe in some cases,
minds and hearts changed. It is our strength
and our resilience: the same determination of a
man who died here who traveled the world,
mindful of the risks as a gay man, but who
spoke for us all when he said, “We cannot be
afraid. . . . We are not going to be afraid.”

May we all find that same strength in our
own lives. May we all find that same wisdom in
how we treat one another. May God bless all
who we lost here in Orlando. May He comfort
their families. May He heal the wounded. May
He bring some solace to those whose hearts
have been broken. May He give us resolve to
do what’s necessary to reduce the hatred of
this world, to curb the violence. And may He
watch over this country that we call home.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. at the
Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts. In
his remarks, he referred to Akyra M. Murray,
Mercedez M. Flores, Brenda Lee Marquez
McCool, Javier Jorge-Reyes, Antonio D.
Brown, and Edward Sotomayor, Jr., victims of
the terrorist attack at the Pulse nightclub in
Orlando, FL, on June 12; Cesar Flores, father
of Ms. Flores; Isaiah Henderson, son of Ms.
Marquez McCool; Imran Yousuf, a former ma-
rine who worked as a bouncer at the Pulse
nightclub; John W. Mina, chief of police, Or-
lando, FL; Jerry L. Demings, sheriff, Orange
County, FL; Joshua Corsa, senior surgical resi-
dent, Orlando Regional Medical Center; Omar
Mateen, suspected gunman in the June 12 ter-
rorist attack; and James E. Holmes, who was
convicted in the shooting at the Century 16
multiplex in Aurora, CO, on July 20, 2012. He
also referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

the grief felt by the people of Orlando, espe-
cially our friends who are lesbian, gay, bisexual,
or transgender. I visited with the families of
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many of the victims on Thursday. And one
thing I told them is that they’re not alone. The
American people and people all over the world
are standing with them, and we always will.

The investigation is ongoing, but we know
that the killer was an angry and disturbed indi-
vidual who took in extremist information and
propaganda over the Internet and became rad-
icalized. During his killing spree, he pledged
allegiance to ISIL, a group that’s called on peo-
ple around the world to attack innocent civil-
ians.

We are and we will keep doing everything in
our power to stop these kinds of attacks and to
ultimately destroy ISIL. The extraordinary
people in our intelligence, military, homeland
security, and law enforcement communities
have already prevented many attacks, saved
many lives, and we won’t let up.

Alongside the stories of bravery and healing
and coming together over the past week, we've
also seen a renewed focus on reducing gun vio-
lence. As I said a few days ago, being tough on
terrorism requires more than talk. Being tough
on terrorism, particularly the sorts of home-
grown terrorism that we’ve seen now in Orlan-
do and San Bernardino, means making it hard-
er for people who want to kill Americans to get
their hands on assault weapons that are capa-
ble of killing dozens of innocents as quickly as
possible. That’s something I'll continue to talk
about in the weeks ahead.

It’s also part of something that I've been
thinking a lot about this week, and that’s the
responsibilities we have to each other. That’s
certainly true with Father’s Day upon us.

I grew up without my father around. While I
wonder what my life would have been like if he
had been a greater presence, I've also tried ex-
tra hard to be a good dad for my own daugh-
ters. Like all dads, I worry about my girls’ safe-
ty all the time, especially when we see prevent-
able violence in places our sons and daughters
go every day: their schools and houses of wor-
ship; movie theaters; nightclubs, as they get
older. It's unconscionable that we allow easy
access to weapons of war in these places, and
then, even after we see parents grieve for their
children, the fact that we as a country do noth-
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ing to prevent the next heartbreak makes no
sense.

So this past week, I've also thought a lot
about dads and moms around the country
who've had to explain to their children what
happened in Orlando. Time and again, we've
observed moments of silence for victims of ter-
ror and gun violence. Too often, those mo-
ments have been followed by months of si-
lence, by inaction that is simply inexcusable. If
we’re going to raise our kids in a safer, more
loving world, we need to speak up for it. We
need our kids to hear us speak up about the
risks guns pose to our communities and against
a status quo that doesn’t make sense. They
need to hear us say these things even when
those who disagree are loud and are powerful.
We need our kids to hear from us why toler-
ance and equality matter, about the times their
absence has scarred our history and how great-
er understanding will better the future they
will inherit. We need our kids to hear our
words and also see us live our own lives with
love.

And we can’t forget our responsibility to re-
mind our kids of the role models whose light
shines through in times of darkness: the police
and first responders, the lifesaving bystanders
and blood donors, those who comfort mourn-
ers and visit the wounded, the victims whose
last acts on this Earth helped others to safety.
They're not just role models for our kids, their
actions are examples for all of us.

To be a parent is to come to realize not ev-
erything is in our control. But as parents, we
should remember there’s one responsibility
that’s always in our power to fulfill: our obliga-
tion to give our children unconditional love
and support; to show them the difference be-
tween right and wrong; to teach them to love,
not to hate; and to appreciate our differences
not as something to fear, but as a great gift to
cherish.

To me, fatherhood means being there. So, in
the days ahead, let’s be there for each other.
Let’s be there for our families and for those
that are hurting. Let’s come together in our
communities and as a country. And let’s never



forget how much good we can achieve simply
by loving one another.

Happy Father’s Day to all the dads out
there, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:40 p.m. on June 15 in the State Dining
Room at the White House for broadcast on June
18. In the address, the President referred to
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Omar Mateen, suspected gunman in the terror-
ist attack at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, FL,
on June 12. He also referred to the Islamic State
of Traq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organiza-
tion. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 17, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on June 18.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks at Yosemite National Park, California

June 18, 2016

The President. Hello, everybody! Well, ev-
erybody, have a seat, have a seat. How gor-
geous is this day?

Audience members. Yes, we can! Yes, we can!
Yes, we can!

The President. Yes, we can enjoy this.
[Laughter] I—this has to be the perfect way to
spend Father’s Day and Father’s Day week-
end. And yesterday our family checked out
Carlsbad Caverns down in New Mexico.

Today I want to thank Superintendent Neu-
bacher and all the incredible rangers and staff
for hosting us here at Yosemite. They do a
great job. We're so proud of them. Give them a
big round of applause. We also have here the
Congressman for this area, Tom McClintock,
who represents the park. We appreciate Con-
gress continuing to work hard to support our
national treasures. Give them—give Tom a big
round of applause.

So, in the West Wing Lobby, I've got a
painting of Vernal Fall and Half Dome, but it
looks slightly better in person. [Laughter] Just
look at this scene. You can’t capture this on an
iPad or a flatscreen or even an oil painting.
You've got to come here and breathe it in your-
self.

This park is home to El Capitan and Yosem-
ite Falls, one of the tallest in North America; to
deer and to falcons and to bobcats and 2,000-
year-old sequoias. It’s a park that captures the
wonder of the world, that changes you by be-
ing here. There’s something sacred about this
place. And I suppose that’s why the walls of
this valley were referred to as cathedral walls,
because here at Yosemite, we connect not just

with our own spirit, but with something great-
er. It’s almost like the spirit of America itself is
right here.

So it’s no wonder, then, that 150 years ago,
President Lincoln first protected the ground
on which we stand. And then, Teddy Roos-
evelt, who called the great trees here a “temple
grander than any human architect could possi-
bly build,” spent a whole bunch of time camp-
ing around here with John Muir, a man who
gave life to what’s been called America’s best
idea: our national parks. As he said after his vis-
it: “We are not building this country of ours for
a day. It is to last through the ages.”

In August, we celebrate the hundredth anni-
versary of the National Park Service. It’s a sys-
tem that includes more than 400 sites, from
Yellowstone to Denali to Gettysburg to Seneca
Falls. And since I've took office, I have been
proud to build on the work of all those giants
who came before me to support our natural re-
sources and to help all Americans get out into
the great outdoors.

We've protected more than 265 million
acres of public lands and waters. That’s more
than any administration in history. Now, it does
include this really big body of water out in the
Pacific Ocean, but we've also already done the
second most public lands of any administration
of history. We’ve seen more victories under the
Endangered Species Act than any previous ad-
ministration, from black bears in Louisiana to
sea turtles and manatees in Florida. We're re-
storing vulnerable ecosystems like the Maripo-
sa Grove of giant sequoias right here. We've
designated new monuments and historic sites
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