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This bill is not a perfect solution; nobody’s
saying it is. That’s what happens in divided
government. But it’s the only option on the ta-
ble to save Puerto Rico from spiraling out of
control. And that’s exactly what would happen
if Congress fails to do its job.

There’s no question this is a trying time for
folks in Puerto Rico. They’ve seen too many
jobs lost and too many neighbors leave in
search of better opportunity elsewhere. It’s
clear that it’s time for Puerto Rico to chart a
new course and make a fresh start. This bill is
just a first step.

We all have more work to do to make sure
that the people of Puerto Rico receive the
health care they deserve and the good jobs and
economic opportunities they need to build a
better future for their kids. And I want the
people of Puerto Rico to know that my admin-
istration is committed to your success, because
you’re vital to America’s success.

That’s what this is all about. We don’t turn
our backs on our fellow Americans. We don’t
treat folks differently because of where they
live. Instead, we treat each other as Americans.
We come together, especially when it’s hard.
That’s how we’ve always set ourselves on a
course toward a brighter day.

Thanks, everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:15 p.m. on June 10 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
June 11. In the address, the President referred
to S. 2328. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on June
10, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on June 11. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
this address.

Remarks on the Shooting in Orlando, Florida
June 12, 2016

Today, as Americans, we grieve the brutal
murder—a horrific massacre—of dozens of in-
nocent people. We pray for their families, who
are grasping for answers with broken hearts.
We stand with the people of Orlando, who
have endured a terrible attack on their city. Al-
though it’s still early in the investigation, we
know enough to say that this was an act of ter-
ror and an act of hate. And as Americans, we
are united in grief, in outrage, and in resolve to
defend our people.

I just finished a meeting with FBI Director
Comey and my homeland security and national
security advisers. The FBI is on the scene and
leading the investigation, in partnership with
local law enforcement. I’ve directed that the
full resources of the Federal Government be
made available for this investigation.

We are still learning all the facts. This is an
open investigation. We’ve reached no defini-
tive judgment on the precise motivations of the
killer. The FBI is appropriately investigating
this as an act of terrorism. And I’ve directed
that we must spare no effort to determine

what—if any—inspiration or association this
killer may have had with terrorist groups. What
is clear is that he was a person filled with ha-
tred. Over the coming days, we will uncover
why and how this happened, and we will go
wherever the facts lead us.

This morning I spoke with my good friend,
Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer, and I conveyed
to him the deepest condolences of the Ameri-
can people. This could have been any one of
our communities. So I told Mayor Dyer that
whatever help he and the people of Orlando
need, they are going to get it. As a country, we
will be there for the people of Orlando today,
tomorrow, and for all the days to come.

We also express our profound gratitude to
all the police and first responders who rushed
to harm’s way. Their courage and professional-
ism saved lives, and kept the carnage from be-
ing even worse. It’s the kind of sacrifice that
our law enforcement professionals make every
single day for all of us, and we can never thank
them enough.
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This is an especially heartbreaking day for
all our friends—our fellow Americans—who
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. The
shooter targeted a nightclub where people
came together to be with friends, to dance and
to sing, and to live. The place where they were
attacked is more than a nightclub; it is a place
of solidarity and empowerment where people
have come together to raise awareness, to
speak their minds, and to advocate for their
civil rights.

So this is a sobering reminder that attacks on
any American—regardless of race, ethnicity,
religion, or sexual orientation—is an attack on
all of us and on the fundamental values of
equality and dignity that define us as a country.
And no act of hate or terror will ever change
who we are or the values that make us Ameri-
cans.

Today marks the most deadly shooting in
American history. The shooter was apparently
armed with a handgun and a powerful assault
rifle. This massacre is therefore a further re-
minder of how easy it is for someone to get
their hands on a weapon that lets them shoot
people in a school or in a house of worship or a
movie theater or in a nightclub. And we have
to decide if that’s the kind of country we want
to be. And to actively do nothing is a decision
as well.

In the coming hours and days, we’ll learn
about the victims of this tragedy: their names,
their faces, who they were, the joy that they

brought to families and to friends, and the dif-
ference that they made in this world. Say a
prayer for them, and say a prayer for their fam-
ilies: that God give them the strength to bear
the unbearable; and that He give us all the
strength to be there for them and the strength
and courage to change. We need to demon-
strate that we are defined more—as a coun-
try—by the way they lived their lives than by
the hate of the man who took them from us.

As we go together, we will draw inspiration
from heroic and selfless acts: friends who
helped friends, took care of each other, and
saved lives. In the face of hate and violence, we
will love one another. We will not give in to
fear or turn against each other. Instead, we will
stand united, as Americans, to protect our peo-
ple, and defend our Nation, and to take action
against those who threaten us.

May God bless the Americans we lost this
morning, may He comfort their families, and
may God continue to watch over this country
that we love. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:59 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Omar Mateen, suspected gunman in the ter-
rorist attack at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando,
FL. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these
remarks. The related proclamation is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Following a Briefing on the Terrorist Attack in Orlando, Florida,
and an Exchange With Reporters
June 13, 2016

The President. I just had the opportunity to
get the latest briefing from FBI Director Com-
ey, as well as Deputy Attorney General Yates
and the rest of my national security team,
about the tragedy that took place in Orlando.
They’re going to be doing a more extensive
briefing around noon, just a little bit after
noon, over at FBI headquarters. So I will allow
them to go into all the details, but I thought it

was important for you to hear directly from
me.

First of all, our hearts go out to the families
of those who have been killed. Our prayers go
to those who have been wounded. This is a
devastating attack on all Americans. It is one
that is particularly painful for the people of Or-
lando, but I think we all recognize that this
could have happened anywhere in this country.
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