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date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the actions and policies
of certain members of the Government of Be-
larus and other persons to undermine Belarus’s
democratic processes or institutions that was
declared in Executive Order 13405 of June 16,
2006, is to continue in effect beyond June 16,
2016.

The actions and policies of certain members
of the Government of Belarus and other per-
sons to undermine Belarus’s democratic pro-

cesses or institutions, to commit human rights
abuses related to political repression, and to
engage in public corruption continue to pose
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13405 with
respect to Belarus.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 10, 2016.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 11, 2016

Hi, everybody. Today I want to talk with you
about the crisis in Puerto Rico and why it mat-
ters to all of us. Puerto Ricans are American
citizens, just like folks in Maine or Oklahoma
or New Mexico. And over the last decade,
Puerto Rico has suffered through a deep and
painful recession, but unlike the rest of the
United States, it hasn’t recovered.

Today, the island continues to face a crip-
pling economic crisis. Schools are closing.
Power is being cut off at homes and hospitals.
Teachers have to choose between turning on
the lights or turning on the computers. Doc-
tors can’t get medicine to treat newborns un-
less they pay in cash. And as the Zika virus
threatens both the island and the mainland,
workers dealing with mosquito control to help
protect women and their unborn babies are at
risk of being laid off.

Right now Puerto Rico is spending about a
third of its tax revenue on debt payments, far
more than anywhere else in America. And on
July 1, the island faces another $2 billion in
debt payments that it cannot pay.

There is only one way for Puerto Rico to
pull itself out of this crisis, and that’s by re-
structuring its debt and finding a sustainable
fiscal path toward growth and opportunity for

its people. But here’s the problem. Right now
Puerto Rico doesn’t have the tools it needs to
restructure its debt, tools available elsewhere
in America. And only Congress can fix the
problem and put Puerto Rico on a path to re-
covery.

Thankfully, this week, the House over-
whelmingly passed a bipartisan bill to address
the crisis, and I now urge the Senate to move
quickly to follow suit. This bill won’t cost Fed-
eral taxpayers a dime. It doesn’t include special
interest bailouts. And it gives Puerto Rico the
ability to restructure its debt, safeguard essen-
tial services, and provide important protections
to public pensions that more than 300,000
folks rely on to retire with dignity.

This bill also includes something else: a tem-
porary system of oversight to help implement
needed reforms and ensure transparency. I
know that some folks in Puerto Rico are wor-
ried about this kind of oversight. But I’ve al-
ways insisted that any solution to this crisis has
to respect the democratic rights of the people
of Puerto Rico. And I’m committed to making
sure that Puerto Ricans are well represented in
this process so that we can be sure we’re taking
steps that are in the island’s best interests.
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This bill is not a perfect solution; nobody’s
saying it is. That’s what happens in divided
government. But it’s the only option on the ta-
ble to save Puerto Rico from spiraling out of
control. And that’s exactly what would happen
if Congress fails to do its job.

There’s no question this is a trying time for
folks in Puerto Rico. They’ve seen too many
jobs lost and too many neighbors leave in
search of better opportunity elsewhere. It’s
clear that it’s time for Puerto Rico to chart a
new course and make a fresh start. This bill is
just a first step.

We all have more work to do to make sure
that the people of Puerto Rico receive the
health care they deserve and the good jobs and
economic opportunities they need to build a
better future for their kids. And I want the
people of Puerto Rico to know that my admin-
istration is committed to your success, because
you’re vital to America’s success.

That’s what this is all about. We don’t turn
our backs on our fellow Americans. We don’t
treat folks differently because of where they
live. Instead, we treat each other as Americans.
We come together, especially when it’s hard.
That’s how we’ve always set ourselves on a
course toward a brighter day.

Thanks, everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:15 p.m. on June 10 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
June 11. In the address, the President referred
to S. 2328. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on June
10, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on June 11. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
this address.

Remarks on the Shooting in Orlando, Florida
June 12, 2016

Today, as Americans, we grieve the brutal
murder—a horrific massacre—of dozens of in-
nocent people. We pray for their families, who
are grasping for answers with broken hearts.
We stand with the people of Orlando, who
have endured a terrible attack on their city. Al-
though it’s still early in the investigation, we
know enough to say that this was an act of ter-
ror and an act of hate. And as Americans, we
are united in grief, in outrage, and in resolve to
defend our people.

I just finished a meeting with FBI Director
Comey and my homeland security and national
security advisers. The FBI is on the scene and
leading the investigation, in partnership with
local law enforcement. I’ve directed that the
full resources of the Federal Government be
made available for this investigation.

We are still learning all the facts. This is an
open investigation. We’ve reached no defini-
tive judgment on the precise motivations of the
killer. The FBI is appropriately investigating
this as an act of terrorism. And I’ve directed
that we must spare no effort to determine

what—if any—inspiration or association this
killer may have had with terrorist groups. What
is clear is that he was a person filled with ha-
tred. Over the coming days, we will uncover
why and how this happened, and we will go
wherever the facts lead us.

This morning I spoke with my good friend,
Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer, and I conveyed
to him the deepest condolences of the Ameri-
can people. This could have been any one of
our communities. So I told Mayor Dyer that
whatever help he and the people of Orlando
need, they are going to get it. As a country, we
will be there for the people of Orlando today,
tomorrow, and for all the days to come.

We also express our profound gratitude to
all the police and first responders who rushed
to harm’s way. Their courage and professional-
ism saved lives, and kept the carnage from be-
ing even worse. It’s the kind of sacrifice that
our law enforcement professionals make every
single day for all of us, and we can never thank
them enough.
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