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June when we lit up the White House like a
rainbow. It was a powerful symbol here at
home, where more Americans finally felt ac-
cepted and whole and that their country recog-
nized the love that they felt. It was a beacon for
people around the world who are still fighting
for those rights. It was a reminder that when
the change we seek comes, and when we move
a little bit further on our journey toward equal-
ity and justice, we still have a responsibility to
reach back and help pull up others who are
striving to do the same.

So enjoy tonight. Have some champagne;
some of you already have, I can tell. [Laughter]
Tomorrow we get back to work. And by the
way, we get back to work not just fighting on
behalf of justice and equality for the LGBT
community, but for everybody. Because one of
the—if you’ve felt the sting of discrimination,
then you don’t just fight to end discrimination
for yourself, you’ve got to fight for the poor kid

who needs opportunity. You need to fight for
the working mom who can’t pay the bills.
You’ve got to fight for some young woman on
the other side of the world who can’t get an ed-
ucation. It can’t just be about us. It’s about
“we” and what we can do together.

So I’m very proud—very proud to have
fought alongside you. We’ve got more miles in
the journey, and I’m so glad that we’re going to
be traveling that road together.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:11 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Edith Windsor, plaintiff
in the U.S. Supreme Court case United States
v. Windsor, and James Obergefell, plaintiff in
the U.S. Supreme Court case Obergefell v.
Hodges, which ruled in favor of marriage
equality for same-sex couples.

Statement on the Death of Gordie Howe
June 10, 2016

The list of hockey players who suited up in
six different decades, including returning to
the ice after being inducted into the Hall of
Fame, is a short one: it starts and ends with
Gordie Howe. But the list of kids who skated
around the pond until dark, picturing them-
selves passing, scoring, and enforcing like
Howe, dreaming of hoisting the Stanley Cup
like him—that one comprises too many to
count. Howe’s productivity, perseverance, and
humility personified his adopted hometown of
Detroit, to which he brought four champion-

ships and which he represented as an All-Star
more than 20 times. The greatest players de-
fine their game for a generation; over more
than half a century on the ice, Mr. Hockey de-
fined it for a lifetime. Michelle and I send our
condolences to his sons and daughter, his fami-
ly, and his loyal fans from Hockeytown to Hart-
ford to Houston and across North America.

NOTE: The statement referred to Mark and
Marty Howe, sons, and Cathy Purnell, daugh-
ter, of Mr. Howe.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain Members of the Government
of Belarus and Other Persons To Undermine Belarus’s Democratic
Processes or Institutions
June 10, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
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