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June when we lit up the White House like a
rainbow. It was a powerful symbol here at
home, where more Americans finally felt ac-
cepted and whole and that their country recog-
nized the love that they felt. It was a beacon for
people around the world who are still fighting
for those rights. It was a reminder that when
the change we seek comes, and when we move
a little bit further on our journey toward equal-
ity and justice, we still have a responsibility to
reach back and help pull up others who are
striving to do the same.

So enjoy tonight. Have some champagne;
some of you already have, I can tell. [Laughter]
Tomorrow we get back to work. And by the
way, we get back to work not just fighting on
behalf of justice and equality for the LGBT
community, but for everybody. Because one of
the—if you've felt the sting of discrimination,
then you don’t just fight to end discrimination
for yourself, you've got to fight for the poor kid
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who needs opportunity. You need to fight for
the working mom who can’t pay the bills.
You've got to fight for some young woman on
the other side of the world who can’t get an ed-
ucation. It can’t just be about us. It's about
“we” and what we can do together.

So I'm very proud—very proud to have
fought alongside you. We've got more miles in
the journey, and I'm so glad that we’re going to
be traveling that road together.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:11 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Edith Windsor, plaintiff
in the U.S. Supreme Court case United States
v. Windsor, and James Obergefell, plaintiff in
the U.S. Supreme Court case Obergefell v.
Hodges, which ruled in favor of marriage
equality for same-sex couples.

Statement on the Death of Gordie Howe

June 10, 2016

The list of hockey players who suited up in
six different decades, including returning to
the ice after being inducted into the Hall of
Fame, is a short one: it starts and ends with
Gordie Howe. But the list of kids who skated
around the pond until dark, picturing them-
selves passing, scoring, and enforcing like
Howe, dreaming of hoisting the Stanley Cup
like him—that one comprises too many to
count. Howe’s productivity, perseverance, and
humility personified his adopted hometown of
Detroit, to which he brought four champion-

ships and which he represented as an All-Star
more than 20 times. The greatest players de-
fine their game for a generation; over more
than half a century on the ice, Mr. Hockey de-
fined it for a lifetime. Michelle and I send our
condolences to his sons and daughter, his fami-
ly, and his loyal fans from Hockeytown to Hart-
ford to Houston and across North America.

NOTE: The statement referred to Mark and
Marty Howe, sons, and Cathy Purnell, daugh-
ter, of Mr. Howe.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain Members of the Government
of Belarus and Other Persons To Undermine Belarus’s Democratic

Processes or Institutions
June 10, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
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date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the actions and policies
of certain members of the Government of Be-
larus and other persons to undermine Belarus’s
democratic processes or institutions that was
declared in Executive Order 13405 of June 16,
2006, is to continue in effect beyond June 16,
2016.

The actions and policies of certain members
of the Government of Belarus and other per-
sons to undermine Belarus’s democratic pro-

The President’s Weekly Address
June 11, 2016

Hi, everybody. Today I want to talk with you
about the crisis in Puerto Rico and why it mat-
ters to all of us. Puerto Ricans are American
citizens, just like folks in Maine or Oklahoma
or New Mexico. And over the last decade,
Puerto Rico has suffered through a deep and
painful recession, but unlike the rest of the
United States, it hasn’t recovered.

Today, the island continues to face a crip-
pling economic crisis. Schools are closing.
Power is being cut off at homes and hospitals.
Teachers have to choose between turning on
the lights or turning on the computers. Doc-
tors can’t get medicine to treat newborns un-
less they pay in cash. And as the Zika virus
threatens both the island and the mainland,
workers dealing with mosquito control to help
protect women and their unborn babies are at
risk of being laid off.

Right now Puerto Rico is spending about a
third of its tax revenue on debt payments, far
more than anywhere else in America. And on
July 1, the island faces another $2 billion in
debt payments that it cannot pay.

There is only one way for Puerto Rico to
pull itself out of this crisis, and that’s by re-
structuring its debt and finding a sustainable
fiscal path toward growth and opportunity for
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cesses or institutions, to commit human rights
abuses related to political repression, and to
engage in public corruption continue to pose
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13405 with
respect to Belarus.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 10, 2016.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

its people. But here’s the problem. Right now
Puerto Rico doesn’t have the tools it needs to
restructure its debt, tools available elsewhere
in America. And only Congress can fix the
problem and put Puerto Rico on a path to re-
covery.

Thankfully, this week, the House over-
whelmingly passed a bipartisan bill to address
the crisis, and I now urge the Senate to move
quickly to follow suit. This bill won’t cost Fed-
eral taxpayers a dime. It doesn’t include special
interest bailouts. And it gives Puerto Rico the
ability to restructure its debt, safeguard essen-
tial services, and provide important protections
to public pensions that more than 300,000
folks rely on to retire with dignity.

This bill also includes something else: a tem-
porary system of oversight to help implement
needed reforms and ensure transparency. I
know that some folks in Puerto Rico are wor-
ried about this kind of oversight. But T've al-
ways insisted that any solution to this crisis has
to respect the democratic rights of the people
of Puerto Rico. And I'm committed to making
sure that Puerto Ricans are well represented in
this process so that we can be sure we're taking
steps that are in the island’s best interests.
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