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bisexual, and transgender Americans have
helped to make our Union just a little more
perfect. We honor the countless nameless he-
roes who paved the way for progress: the activ-
ists who marched; the advocates who orga-
nized; the lawyers who argued cases; the fami-
lies who stood by their loved ones, even when
it was tough; every brave American who came
out and spoke out, especially when it was
tough. Because of them, because of all of you,
there’s a lot to be proud of today.

Today, we live in an America where “don’t
ask, don’t tell” don’t exist no more. Because no
one should have to hide who they love in order
to serve the country that they love. We live in
an America that protects all of us with a hate
crimes law that bears the name of Matthew
Shepard. We live in an America where all of us
are treated more equally, because visiting
hours in hospitals no longer depend on who
you are and insurance companies can no lon-
ger turn somebody away simply because of
who you love.

Thanks to heroes like Edith Windsor and
Jim Ober—I always get Jim’s name—{laugh-
ter]—Jim knows I love him, but I never know
where to put the emphasis—Obergefell—gen-
erations of couples who insisted that love is
love, we now live in an America where all of
our marriages and our families are recognized
as equal under the law. And that’s an extraordi-
nary thing. When you talk to the upcoming
generation, our kids—Malia’s, Sasha’s genera-
tion—they instinctively know people are peo-
ple and families are families. And discrimina-
tion, it’s so last century. [Laughter] It’s so pas-
sé. It doesn’t make sense to them. So we live in
an America where the laws are finally catching
up to the hearts of kids and what they instinc-
tively understand.

So some folks never imagined we’d come
this far, maybe even some in this room.
Change can be slow. And I know that there
have been times where at least some of the
people in this room have yelled at me. [Laugh-
ter] But together, we’ve proven that change is
possible, that progress is possible.

It’s not inevitable though. History doesn’t
just travel forward, it can go backwards if we
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don’t work hard. So we can’t be complacent.
[Applause] We cannot be complacent. Secur-
ing the gains this country has made requires
perseverance and vigilance. And it requires
voting. Because we’ve got more work to do.

We still have more work to do when gay and
bisexual men make up two-thirds of new HIV
cases in our country. We have to work hard to
make sure that jobs are not being denied, peo-
ple aren’t being fired because of their sexual
orientation. We still have work to do when
transgender persons are attacked, even killed
for just being who they are. We've got work to
do when LGBT people around the world still
face incredible isolation and poverty and per-
secution and violence and even death. We have
work to make sure that every single child, no
matter who they are or where they come from
or what they look like or how they live, feels
welcomed and valued and loved.

So we're going to have to keep on pushing.
And that’s the work of all of us. The great and
often unsung civil rights hero Bayard Rustin
once said, “We need in every community a
group of angelic troublemakers.” [Laughter] 1
like that.

And that’s what I see here tonight, people
who aren’t afraid to ruffle feathers in the name
of justice and equality until we extend the full
promise of America to every single one of us.
And that’s always been our story, not just in
Selma or Seneca Falls, but in Compton’s Café
and the Stonewall Inn. It’s the story of brave
Americans who were willing to risk everything,
not just their own liberty or dignity, but also
doing it on behalf of the dignity and liberty of
generations to come. They understood a truth
that lies at the heart of this Nation: When all
Americans are treated equal, we're all more
free.

And that’s what should give us hope. De-
spite our differences and our divisions and the
many complicated issues that we grapple with,
real change is possible. Minds open. Hearts
change. America shifts. And if the past few
years have taught us anything, it’s that people
who love their country can change it.

One of the most special moments of my
Presidency was that warm summer night last



June when we lit up the White House like a
rainbow. It was a powerful symbol here at
home, where more Americans finally felt ac-
cepted and whole and that their country recog-
nized the love that they felt. It was a beacon for
people around the world who are still fighting
for those rights. It was a reminder that when
the change we seek comes, and when we move
a little bit further on our journey toward equal-
ity and justice, we still have a responsibility to
reach back and help pull up others who are
striving to do the same.

So enjoy tonight. Have some champagne;
some of you already have, I can tell. [Laughter]
Tomorrow we get back to work. And by the
way, we get back to work not just fighting on
behalf of justice and equality for the LGBT
community, but for everybody. Because one of
the—if you've felt the sting of discrimination,
then you don’t just fight to end discrimination
for yourself, you've got to fight for the poor kid
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who needs opportunity. You need to fight for
the working mom who can’t pay the bills.
You've got to fight for some young woman on
the other side of the world who can’t get an ed-
ucation. It can’t just be about us. It's about
“we” and what we can do together.

So I'm very proud—very proud to have
fought alongside you. We've got more miles in
the journey, and I'm so glad that we’re going to
be traveling that road together.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:11 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Edith Windsor, plaintiff
in the U.S. Supreme Court case United States
v. Windsor, and James Obergefell, plaintiff in
the U.S. Supreme Court case Obergefell v.
Hodges, which ruled in favor of marriage
equality for same-sex couples.

Statement on the Death of Gordie Howe

June 10, 2016

The list of hockey players who suited up in
six different decades, including returning to
the ice after being inducted into the Hall of
Fame, is a short one: it starts and ends with
Gordie Howe. But the list of kids who skated
around the pond until dark, picturing them-
selves passing, scoring, and enforcing like
Howe, dreaming of hoisting the Stanley Cup
like him—that one comprises too many to
count. Howe’s productivity, perseverance, and
humility personified his adopted hometown of
Detroit, to which he brought four champion-

ships and which he represented as an All-Star
more than 20 times. The greatest players de-
fine their game for a generation; over more
than half a century on the ice, Mr. Hockey de-
fined it for a lifetime. Michelle and I send our
condolences to his sons and daughter, his fami-
ly, and his loyal fans from Hockeytown to Hart-
ford to Houston and across North America.

NOTE: The statement referred to Mark and
Marty Howe, sons, and Cathy Purnell, daugh-
ter, of Mr. Howe.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain Members of the Government
of Belarus and Other Persons To Undermine Belarus’s Democratic

Processes or Institutions
June 10, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
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