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that are at stake. We’re going to have to draw
sharp contrasts, but we’re also going to have to
model the fact that it’s possible to be passion-
ate and full of conviction and not be mean or
think that there’s no possibility for a compro-
mise. We’ve got to get busy, and we’ve got to
organize, and we’ve got to work.

And the only way we do that effectively is
when we have support from folks like you. Be-
cause I met one young woman who said she
had worked for me as a fellow, and so is re-
sponsible for me being here as President.
[Laughter] Although I am—well, I am remind-
ed of the story about Abraham Lincoln, where
back in the day you had office hours if you
were President, because people didn’t have
phones or Twitter or what not, so if they want-
ed to petition your Government they’d show
up in Washington. And this guy comes to see
Lincoln. He says—I think he wanted a post-
master job or something—he said, sir, I work
tirelessly to deliver such and such county on
your behalf, and I’m the reason you’re Presi-
dent. And Lincoln looked up, and he says, sir, I
forgive you—[laughter]—what can I do for
you? [Laughter]

But the reason I’m here is because young
people like this worked and were inspired, but
more importantly, they inspired others. They
inspired me. And those young people are still
out there, but we’ve got to reach them. And

we’ve got to give them the tools they need to
help make this grand experiment in self-gov-
ernment work.

So I just want everybody to really feel a con-
viction that this will be fine as long as we do our
jobs. But it’s not a given. A democracy is not
self-executing. It requires us to invest in it con-
tinually and nurture it and work it, and take re-
sponsibility for it. And I can’t think of a clearer
moment in my lifetime where that is necessary.
And I like a situation where it’s in our control. I
like those moments where if I do what I’m sup-
posed to do, I can get a good outcome. And you
should feel that as well. But understand it’s not
going to be automatic, and make sure that all of
you feel the same kind of energy and passion
that helped to get me elected in 2008 and 2012.
And in the meantime, we’ve got to get our Sen-
ate back and get a Supreme Court Justice. This
is going to be fun. [Laughter]

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:57 p.m. at the
residence of Kenneth Lerer and Katherine
Sailer. In his remarks, he referred to Sen. Ber-
nard Sanders and former Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton, in their capacity as
Democratic Presidential candidates. Audio was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at a Lunch With White House Mentorship and Leadership Program
Participants
June 9, 2016

Well, as many of you know, one of the big-
gest focal points for both me and Michelle dur-
ing the course of our Presidency is how can we
tap into the incredible talents of young people
all across the country. And for Michelle, she’s
been doing a lot of work with a program called
“Let Girls Learn” that’s not just domestic, but
international. She’s had a consistent group of
young women who she mentors herself.

For us, what we’ve been trying to do is to re-
ally broaden the network of support that our
young men have all across the country. And

that’s been true for this program, “My Broth-
er’s Keeper.” And I couldn’t be prouder of the
work that we’ve been able to do. In hundreds
of cities across the country, we are seeing thou-
sands of mentors step up. We are seeing orga-
nizations like the NBA and major corporations
who are providing opportunities for young
people to see what their opportunities are.
We’re linking them up with universities so that
they know that they can aspire not just to go to
college, but to complete college. And we’re go-
ing to not just keep doing this until the end of
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my Presidency, but this is something that Mi-
chelle and I are very interested in doing after
the Presidency is over.

One of my favorite things about this, though,
is that I actually have a group of White House
mentees, and these outstanding young men
who you see, who are looking very sharp to-
day—[laughter]—have been participating in
the program. Some of them have actually been
with us for a couple of years now. They started
as juniors; they’re now seniors. We have sitting
around the table young people who despite, in
some cases, some pretty tough circumstances—
growing up with single parents, growing up in
pretty tough neighborhoods—we’ve got young
people who are going to be going to Stanford
University. We’ve got people who are going to
Yale. We’ve got folks who are going to More-
house. We’ve got young people who are going
to be joining our Armed Forces. We have folks
who are going to be engineers and doctors and
are pursuing just a wide range of interests.

And I’ve gotten to know them over the last
couple of years, and I could not be prouder of
them. And it’s a testimony to how much talent
there is out there, as long as young people get a
chance. And it doesn’t take much. It just re-
quires us really exposing them to what’s possi-
ble and giving them some resources and some
open doors. And they’ll run through them.

And I just want to, in front of them and in
front of the press, say how incredibly proud I

am of all them and what they’re going to ac-
complish. And I want to thank members of my
administration, because the way the White
House Mentorship Program works, they don’t
just meet with me; more importantly, they’re
assigned mentors like a Jeh Johnson, my Secre-
tary of Homeland Security, or Broderick John-
son, who’s one of my—not just my Cabinet
Secretary, but one of my chief advisers and
closest friends. And so we’ve—Secretary King,
Department of Education. They are active in
this process as well, and they’re real busy, but I
think they would agree that this has been one
of the more satisfying things that they have
done.

So I’m proud of the young men, and I want
to encourage—and I’m going to keep on talk-
ing about this—adults out there, particularly
men out there, to—if you are interested in
mentoring and signing up, get on the White
House website and look up “My Brother’s
Keeper,” and we will get you signed up and get
something rolling in your city or your commu-
nity so you can be inspired by the incredible
young people in your community, just like I am
by these fine young men.

All right? Thanks, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. in
the Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House.

Remarks at a Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month Reception
June 9, 2016

The President. Hello, everybody! Hello, hello,
hello! Good to see you. Hello! Well, welcome to
the White House. Let me first of all——

Audience member. Love you, Mr. President!
The President. [Laughter] Let me acknowl-

edge some outstanding public servants who are
here. We’ve got Secretary of the Army, Eric
Fanning is in the house. Export-Import Bank
Chairman Fred Hochberg is here. We’ve got
some amazing Members of Congress—no one
who has done more on behalf of justice and
equality than former Speaker and, perhaps

soon to be Speaker again, Nancy Pelosi. [Ap-
plause] We love Nancy.

So this is the eighth Pride reception that we
will celebrate together. I want to begin by say-
ing thank you to all the people that—I’m look-
ing out in the audience; I see some new
friends, but a lot of old friends, folks who have
been with us through thick and thin. And I am
grateful for all that you’ve done to work with us
to accomplish some amazing transformations
over these last 7½   years. 

So every year, we set aside this month to cel-
ebrate the ways that so many lesbian, gay,
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