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Building People-to-People Ties

45) Both sides committed to open additional
consulates in each other’s country. India will
be opening a new consulate in Seattle and the
United States will open a new consulate at a
mutually agreed location in India.

46) The leaders announced that the United
States and India will be Travel and Tourism
Partner Countries for 2017, and committed to
facilitate visas for each other’s nationals.

47) Reflecting on the strong educational and
cultural bonds between the two countries, the
leaders welcomed the growing number of Indi-
an students studying in the United States,
which increased by 29 percent to nearly
133,000 students in 2014-2015, and looked
forward to increased opportunities for Ameri-
can students to study in India. The leaders also
appreciated their governments’ joint efforts
through the Fulbright-Kalam Climate Fellow-
ship to develop a cohort of climate scientists to
confront the shared challenge of global climate
change.

48) Recognizing its mutual goal of strength-
ening greater people-to-people ties, the lead-
ers intend to renew efforts to intensify dia-
logue to address issues affecting the citizens of
both countries that arise due to differences in
the approaches of legal systems, including is-
sues relating to cross-country marriage, di-
vorce and child custody.

49) Prime Minister Modi welcomed the
United States” repatriation of antiquities to In-
dia. The leaders also committed to redouble
their efforts to combat the theft and trafficking
of cultural objects.

50) Prime Minister Modi thanked President
Obama for his gracious invitation and warmth
of hospitality. He extended an invitation for
President Obama to visit India at his conve-
nience.

NOTE: The joint statement referred to the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization, also known as Daesh. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this joint statement.

Statement on the 70th Anniversary of the Accession to the Throne by King

Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand
June 7, 2016

On behalf of the American people, I send
my heartfelt congratulations to His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej and the people of
the Kingdom of Thailand as they celebrate the
70th anniversary of the King’s accession to the
throne. On this historic occasion, I want to ex-
press my admiration for His Majesty’s leader-
ship and his many contributions to deepening
the enduring bonds between our peoples.

As T saw firsthand during my visit to Bang-
kok in 2012, His Majesty’s leadership has
helped our two countries promote peace and
prosperity throughout the Asia-Pacific region.
His Majesty has served as a source of strength
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and inspiration for many in our two countries
over the past seven decades. As the only reign-
ing monarch born in the United States, His
Majesty shares a special connection with the
American people. King Bhumibol Adulyadej
Square in Cambridge, Massachusetts, his
birthplace, serves as a testament to the close
ties between our two countries.

We look forward to continuing to strengthen
the relationship between the people of the
U.S. and Thailand in order to further increase
mutual prosperity and address regional and

global challenges together.
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