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Americans have gained coverage. In fact, for
the first time ever, more than 90 percent of
Americans are covered. Up to 129 million
Americans with preexisting conditions no lon-
ger face the risk of being denied coverage or
being charged more just because they’ve been
sick. A hundred and thirty-seven million Amer-
icans with private insurance are now guaran-
teed preventive care coverage. We’ve done all
this while cutting our deficits and keeping
health care inflation to its lowest levels in 50
years. And we’ve begun filling the gaps in em-
ployer-based care so that when we change
jobs, lose a job, go back to school, or start that
new business, we can still get coverage.

If you want to know how important that is,
just ask an American like Heather Bragg.
Heather’s a small-business owner in Bluffton,
South Carolina. Last year, she wrote me a let-
ter and told me how, for years, her family had
depended on her husband’s job for their insur-
ance. But thanks to the Affordable Care Act,
her husband Mike had the freedom to switch
jobs and join Heather at the small business
she’d launched a few years ago.

Through the health insurance marketplace,
they found better coverage that actually saved
them hundreds of dollars a month. Today,
Heather only pays about $10 for the asthma in-
haler she needs. “For the first time,” Heather
wrote, “we’re not living paycheck to paycheck;
we’re able to pay our bills and put some money
back into savings.” And because Mike doesn’t

have to work nights or weekends anymore, he
can coach their son’s soccer team and tuck the
kids in at night. And you can’t put a price on
something like that.

If you haven’t looked at your new coverage
options, you’ve still got time to get covered on
the health insurance marketplace for 2016. In
fact, you have until January 31, next Sunday, to
enroll. Just go to healthcare.gov or cuidadode-
salud.gov or call 1–800–318–2596. Most folks
buying a plan on the marketplace can find an
option that costs less than $75 a month. Even if
you already have insurance, take a few minutes
to shop around. In fact, consumers who
switched to a new plan for 2016 ended up sav-
ing an average of more than $500.

That’s what the Affordable Care Act did.
This is health care in America today: afford-
able, portable security for you and your loved
ones. It’s making a difference for millions of
Americans every day. And it’s only going to get
better. Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:05 p.m. on January 22 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
January 23. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on January
22, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on January 23. The Office of the Press Secre-
tary also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

Remarks at a Ceremony Honoring Recipients of the Righteous Among the
Nations Medal at the Embassy of Israel
January 27, 2016

Thank you. Good evening. Erev tov. [Laughter]
The Talmud teaches that if a person de-

stroys one life, it is as if they’ve destroyed an
entire world, and if a person saves one life, it is
as if they’ve saved an entire world. What an ex-
traordinary honor to be with you as we honor
four righteous individuals whose courage is
measured in the lives they saved—one child,
one refugee, one comrade at a time—and who,
in so doing, helped save our world.

I deliver a lot of speeches. Very rarely am I
so humbled by the eloquence that has preced-
ed me, and not just in words, but in the acts
that we commemorate today.

To my dear friend Steven Spielberg, thanks
for your moving and generous words. You
spoke of the importance of finding your voice
and using it for good, and I know that your
work—whether a masterpiece like “Schindler’s
List” or the stories that you have so persistently
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preserved through the Shoah Foundation—is
deeply personal. Steven once said that the sto-
ry of the Shoah is the story that he was born to
tell, rooted in those childhood memories that
he just gave you a taste of: the relatives lost, the
stories you heard from your family. And, Ste-
ven, the whole world is grateful that you found
your voice, and for the good that you’ve done
with that voice. It will endure for generations.
And so, on behalf of all of us, we are grateful.

To Ambassador and Mrs. Dermer, to Nina
Totenberg, our friends from the Israeli Em-
bassy and Yad Vashem: Thank you so much for
hosting us today.

Let me just add tonight that our thoughts
are also with former Israeli President Shimon
Peres. I had the opportunity to speak with Shi-
mon earlier this week. I thanked him for his
friendship, which has always meant so much to
me personally. And I thanked him once again
for the shining example of his leadership. With
his extraordinary life—in the Haganah and as a
founding father of the State of Israel, a states-
man who has never given up on peace, an em-
bodiment of the great alliance between our
two nations—Shimon inspires us all. And this
evening we speak for all of us—Israelis, Ameri-
cans, people around the world—in wishing
him a full and speedy recovery.

I also want to just note the presence of two
of our outstanding Senators from the great
State of Tennessee. I know that it’s rare where
you have such a extraordinary native of the
State being honored in this way, but I think it’s
also worth noting that this represents the bi-
partisan and steadfast support of Members of
Congress for the security and prosperity of the
State of Israel. And they act on that every sin-
gle day.

The survivors, families of the righteous and
those they saved, to all the distinguished
guests: We gather to honor the newest of the
Righteous Among the Nations and make real
the call to “never forget,” not just on this Day
of Remembrance, but for all days and for all
time.

And at moments like this, as I listened to the
extraordinary stories of the four that we honor,
memories come rushing back of the times that

I’ve encountered the history and the horror of
the Shoah: growing up, hearing the stories of
my great uncle who helped liberate Ohrdruf,
part of Buchenwald, and who returned home
so shaken by the suffering that he had seen
that my grandmother would tell me he did not
speak to anyone for 6 months, just went up in
his attic, couldn’t fully absorb the horror that
he had witnessed.

Then having the opportunity to go to Buch-
enwald myself with my dear friend Elie Wie-
sel, and seeing the ovens, the Little Camp
where he was held as a boy. Standing with sur-
vivors in the old Warsaw Ghetto. And then the
extraordinary honor of walking through Yad
Vashem with Rabbi Lau and seeing the faces
and hearing the voices of the lost of blessed
memory. And then, taking my own daughters
to visit the Holocaust Museum, because our
children must know this chapter of our history
and that we must never repeat it.

The four lives we honor tonight make a
claim on our conscience, as well as our moral
imagination. We hear their stories, and we are
forced to ask ourselves, under the same cir-
cumstances, how would we act? How would
we answer God’s question, where are you?
Would we show the love of Walery and Maryla
Zbijewski? [Laughter] Not bad, right? There,
in Warsaw, they could have been shot for
opening their home to a 5-year-old girl. Yet
they cared for her like one of their own, gave
her safety and shelter and moments of warmth,
of family and music, a shield from the madness
outside until her mother could return.

Would we have the extraordinary compas-
sion of Lois Gunden? She wrote that she sim-
ply hoped to “add just another ray of love to
the lives of these youngsters” who had already
endured so much. And by housing and feeding
as many Jewish children as she could, her ray
of love always shone through and still burns
within the families of those she saved.

Would we have the courage of Master Ser-
geant Roddie Edmonds? I know your dad said
he was just doing his job, but he went above
and beyond the call of duty, and so did all
those who joined in that line. Faced with a
choice of giving up his fellow soldiers or saving
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his own life, Roddie looked evil in the eye and
dared a Nazi to shoot. His moral compass nev-
er wavered. He was true to his faith, and he
saved some 200 Jewish American soldiers as a
consequence. It’s an instructive lesson, by the
way, for those of us Christians. I cannot imag-
ine a greater expression of Christianity to say,
I, too, am a Jew.

And I ask these questions because, even as
the Holocaust is unique, a crime without paral-
lel in history, the seeds of hate that gave rise to
the Shoah—the ignorance that conspires with
arrogance, the indifference that betrays com-
passion—those seeds have always been with
us. They have found root across cultures and
across faiths and across generations. The Am-
bassador mentioned the story of Cain and
Abel. It’s deep within us. And too often, espe-
cially in times of change, especially in times of
anxiety and uncertainty, we are too willing to
give into a base desire to find someone else—
someone different—to blame for our struggles.

So here, tonight we must confront the reali-
ty that around the world, anti-Semitism is on
the rise. We cannot deny it. When we see some
Jews leaving European cities, where their fam-
ilies have lived for generations, because they
no longer feel safe; when Jewish centers are
targeted from Mumbai to Overland Park, Kan-
sas; when swastikas appear on college campus-
es—when we see all that and more, we must
not be silent.

An attack on any faith is an attack on all of
our faiths. It is an attack on that Golden Rule
at the heart of so many faiths: that we ought to
do unto others as we would have done to us.
For Americans, in particular, we should under-
stand that it’s an attack on our diversity, on the
very idea that people of different backgrounds
can live together and thrive together. Which is
why—your father was right—we are all Jews.
Because anti-Semitism is a distillation, an ex-
pression of an evil that runs through so much
of human history, and if we do not answer that,
we do not answer any other form of evil. When
any Jew anywhere is targeted just for being
Jewish, we all have to respond as Roddie Ed-
monds did: “We are all Jews.”

We know that we’ll never be able to wipe
out hatred from every single mind. We won’t
entirely erase the scourge of anti-Semitism.
But like the righteous, we must do everything
we can. All of us have a responsibility.

Certainly, Government has a responsibility.
As President, I’ve made sure that the United
States is leading the global fight against anti-
Semitism. And it’s why, with Israel and coun-
tries around the world, we organized the first
United Nations General Assembly meeting on
anti-Semitism. It’s why we’ve urged other na-
tions to dedicate a Special Envoy to this threat,
as we have.

It’s why, when a statue of an anti-Semitic
leader from World War II was planned in
Hungary, we led the charge to convince their
Government to reverse course. This was not a
side note to our relations with Hungary, this
was central to maintaining a good relationship
with the United States, and we let them know.

It’s why, when voices around the world veer
from criticism of a particular Israeli policy to
an unjust denial of Israel’s right to exist, when
Israel faces terrorism, we stand up forcefully
and proudly in defense of our ally, in defense
of our friend, in defense of the Jewish State of
Israel. America’s commitment to Israel’s secu-
rity remains, now and forever, unshakeable.
And I’ve said this before: It would be a funda-
mental moral failing if America broke that
bond.

All nations that prize diversity and tolerance
and pluralism must speak out whenever and
wherever Jews and other religious minorities
are attacked. In recent years, we’ve seen lead-
ers in France, Germany, and Great Britain
stand strongly against anti-Semitism. In Israel,
President Rivlin has spoken eloquently about
the need for tolerance and acceptance among
all Israelis, Jewish and Arab.

Meanwhile, Governments have an obliga-
tion to care for the survivors of the Shoah, be-
cause no one who endured that horror should
have to scrape by in their golden years. So,
with our White House initiative, we’re working
to improve care for Holocaust survivors in
need here in the United States. And with the
compensation fund we helped to create, claims
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are finally being paid that even more Jews de-
ported from France during the Holocaust, in-
cluding survivors here in America, can benefit
from.

But the task before us does not fall on Gov-
ernment alone. Every faith community has a
responsibility. And just as all religions speak
out against those who try to twist their faith to
justify terrorism and violence, just as all faiths
need to speak out when interpretations of their
religion veer in an ugly direction, so too must
they speak out against those who use their faith
to justify bias against Jews or people of any
faith.

We know that there were Muslims—from
Albanians to Arabs—who protected Jews from
Nazis. In Morocco, leaders from Muslim-ma-
jority countries around the world just held a
summit on protecting religious minorities, in-
cluding Jews and Christians. His Holiness
Pope Francis has spoken forcefully against an-
ti-Semitism, saying, “Every human being, as a
creature of God, is our brother, regardless of
his origins or religious beliefs.” These are the
voices we must heed. And anyone who claims
to be a religious leader must project that vi-
sion, that truth.

And finally, all of us have a responsibility to
speak out and to teach what’s right to our chil-
dren and to examine our own hearts. That’s the
lesson of the righteous we honor today, the les-
son of the Holocaust itself: Where are you?
Who are you? That’s the question that the Ho-
locaust poses to us. We have to consider—even
in moments of peril, even when we might fear
for our own lives—the fact that none of us are
powerless. We always have a choice. And to-
day, for most of us, standing up against intoler-
ance doesn’t require the same risks that those
we honor today took. It doesn’t require impris-
onment or that we face down the barrel of a
gun. It does require us to speak out. It does re-
quire us to stand firm. We know that evil can
flourish if we stand idly by.

And so we’re called to live in a way that
shows that we’ve actually learned from our
past. And that means rejecting indifference. It
means cultivating a habit of empathy and rec-
ognizing ourselves in one another; to make

common cause with the outsider, the minority,
whether that minority is Christian or Jew,
whether it is Hindu or Muslim or a nonbeliev-
er; whether that minority is native born or im-
migrant; whether they’re Israeli or Palestinian.

It means taking a stand against bigotry in all
its forms and rejecting our darkest impulses
and guarding against tribalism as the only value
in our communities and in our politics. It
means heeding the lesson repeated so often in
the Torah—to welcome the stranger—for we
were once strangers too. That’s how we never
forget: not simply by keeping the lessons of the
Shoah in our memories, but by living them in
our actions. As the book of Deuteronomy
teaches us, “Tzedek, Tzedek tirdof”—“Justice,
Justice you shall pursue.”

I want to close with what I’m told is a Jewish
legend. It’s said that within every generation
there are 36 virtuous individuals: individuals so
honorable, so filled with compassion, that their
good works sustain the very existence of the
world. They are called Lamed Vovniks, and
without them, society crumbles, according to
the legend. We don’t know who they are.
They’re entirely indistinguishable, ordinary
people, like Walery and Maryla and Lois and
Roddie. You wouldn’t necessarily recognize
them in a crowd. But I believe that their gener-
ation—the generation of Schindler and Wal-
lenberg and Karski—demanded a lot more
than 36. It called for more than 26,000 Righ-
teous Among the Nations. It called for the mil-
lions of heroes who did not go quietly and who
stood up and fought back.

And may we all strive to live up to their no-
ble example, to be the Lamed Vovniks of our
generation, to do our part to sustain each other
and to embrace the humanity that we share,
and in so doing, save our world. May the mem-
ory of the lost be a blessing. And as nations and
individuals, may we always strive be among the
righteous.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America. And God bless the State of Israel.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:54 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to filmmaker Steven A.
Spielberg, in his capacity as honorary chair of
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the USC Shoah Foundation; Israel’s Ambassa-
dor to the U.S. Ron Dermer and his wife Rho-
da P. Dermer; Nina Totenberg, legal affairs
correspondent, NPR; Sens. Lamar A. Alexan-
der, Jr., and Robert P. Corker, Jr.; Nobel Prize
winner, author, and Holocaust survivor Elie

Wiesel; Israel Meir Lau, chairman, Yad Vash-
em Council; and New York City resident Eliza-
beth Wilk, who sought shelter with Walery and
Maryla Zbijewski in Warsaw, Poland, during
the Nazi occupation and later emigrated to the
U.S.

Remarks at the House Democratic Issues Conference in Baltimore,
Maryland
January 28, 2016

President Obama. Thank you so much! Thank
you! All right, everybody, sit down. Sit down.
You’re going to make me choke up. [Laughter]

Well, it’s good to see you, Democrats. Ev-
erybody is looking good. To not only the Mem-
bers, but the families and folks who are here,
staff, everybody who does such hard work, it is
wonderful to be with you again.

And I want to obviously start off by just
thanking somebody who I believe will go down
as one of the finest Democratic leaders and
Speakers we’ve ever had, my dear friend, Nan-
cy Pelosi—[applause]—who also has adorable
grandchildren. I mean, it’s hard to find more
photogenic grandkids. [Laughter] I’m telling
you, they look like they just jumped out of a
magazine.

To the rest of the leadership—Steny, Jim,
Xavier, so many others who have worked with
the White House to make a profound differ-
ence in the lives of the American people—I am
looking forward to 1 more year of hard work
and fulfilling work. And I know that the Caroli-
na and Colorado delegations may be a little
distracted right now—[laughter]—by the Su-
per Bowl and the bets that they are laying. If
it’s buffalo versus barbecue, I’m in. [Laughter]
But I wish you guys all the luck, and I congrat-
ulate you on unbelievable championship
games.

Audience member. Go Broncos!
The President. There you go.
Audience member. Roll Tide!
The President. She’s still talking about Ala-

bama. That was a couple weeks ago. [Laughter]
So I’m not going to speak long because I

want to make sure that we have a chance for

Q&A, and I just had a long discussion with a lot
of you and the American people in the State of
the Union. Obviously, it is election season. The
press has been focused on debates and divi-
sions that they can drum up within the primary
and within our party. I’m not worried, though,
about this party staying united. The other side
may have some stuff to work out,—[laugh-
ter]—but our trajectory is clear. And every-
one’s scouring my every word to find some
deeper meaning, see if I’m trying to put my
finger on the scales, so let me simplify things.
Tonight I have an announcement to make
about the Presidential race: Democrats will
win in November, and we will have a Demo-
cratic President succeeding me. Just in case
there’s any confusion about that.

And the reason I can say that with confi-
dence is because we focus on the things that
matter in the lives of the American people.
Think about the four questions that I posed
during the State of the Union. How do we give
everybody a fair shot at opportunity and securi-
ty in this new economy? How do we harness
the American spirit of innovation to solve some
of our biggest challenges? How do we keep
America safe and lead the world without be-
coming the world’s policeman? And how do we
make sure that our politics reflect what’s best
in us, not what’s worst?

Our party has the right answers to each of
these questions. We’ve shown that during
these past 7 years. As Democrats, we believe
everybody who works hard should have a fair
shot. Our policies rescued the economy from
the worst crisis in generations. We have now
seen the longest streak of private sector job


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-11-30T16:31:38-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




