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Statement on the Resignation of United States Solicitor General Donald B.

Verrilli, Jr.
June 2, 2016

For 5 years, Solicitor General Don Verrilli
has fought in our Nation’s highest Court for a
better future, winning landmark cases that
moved America forward. Thanks to his efforts,
20 million more Americans now know the se-
curity of quality, affordable health care, we're
combating discrimination so that more women
and minorities can own their piece of the
American Dream, weve reaffirmed our com-
mitment to ensuring that immigrants are treat-

ed fairly, and our children will now grow up in
a country where everyone has the freedom to
marry the person they love.

Don has been a dedicated public servant
who has helped our Nation live up to its prom-
ise of liberty and justice for all. T am grateful
for his trusted counsel and friendship. And I
wish Don and his family all the best in what
comes next, including, hopefully, a well-de-
served vacation.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Miami, Florida

June 3, 2016

Thank you so much. Everybody, please have
a seat. Have a seat. Well, it is so good to see all
of you. Thank you so much. I see a bunch of
old friends and just made some new friends,
and so I'm just thrilled to be here.

First of all, T just want to thank Robert and
Janice for their incredible hospitality. Thank
you so much. Give them a big round of ap-
plause. Not to mention their moms, who are
here—very important. Two great friends
who’ve worked tirelessly on behalf of the Dem-
ocratic Party for a long time: Stephen Bittel
and Henry Mufioz. Where are they? There
they are. Running for Congress, former Gover-
nor, great friend—Charlie Crist is in the
house!

Not in attendance, but I just want to give a
shout-out to because I think he’s going to be
outstanding in the United States Senate, and I
just left him—Patrick Murphy. I want every-
body to be working hard for Patrick. And last,
but not least, somebody who—I don’t know
how she does it because she’s everywhere all
the time, nonstop, and she’s a mom and a wife,
and has been just an incredible supporter of
my agenda. She’s taken tough votes when
they're the right thing to do, and she is some-
body who I have counted on consistently. She’s
had my back. I want to make sure we have her
back—Debbie Wasserman Schultz.
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So I'm not going to give a long speech here
because I want to take some time for questions
and conversation. You may have noticed
there’s an election going on. [Laughter] One
that’s a little unusual, little more colorful than
some in the past. And just this week, I went to
Elkhart, Indiana—some of you may have seen
this—the place, the city that I first visited 3
weeks after I was elected. It was the first place
outside of Washington that I went to at the
dawn of my Presidency. And at the time, the
unemployment rate there was close to 20 per-
cent, and about one in 10 people were either in
foreclosure or at risk of losing their homes.

And I went back because this is a predomi-
nantly Republican county—I won Indiana in
2008, got whupped in 2012, but in both elec-
tions I lost Elkhart—and pointed out to them
their unemployment rate now is 4.1 percent,
that only one in 30 people still have trouble
with their mortgage payments. This is the “RV
Capital of the World,” and they are now on
pace for selling more RVs than they ever have.
And the point T made to them is that if in fact
what is driving your votes, if what you're deep-
ly concerned about is the state of the middle
class and the ability of people to work hard and
get ahead and pass on opportunity to their kids
and their grandkids—if that’s what you're con-
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