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I hereby delegate functions and authorities
vested in the President by section 1243 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2016 (Public Law 114–92) (the “Act”) to
the Secretary of State.

Any reference in this memorandum to the
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to any
future act that is the same or substantially the
same as such provision.

You are authorized and directed to pub-
lish this memorandum in the Federal Regis-
ter.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This memorandum was not received for
publication in the Federal Register.

Statement on the 43d Anniversary of the Supreme Court Decision in Roe v.
Wade
January 22, 2016

Today we mark the 43rd anniversary of the
Supreme Court ruling in Roe v. Wade, which
affirmed a woman’s freedom to make her own
choices about her body and her health. The de-
cision supports the broader principle that the
government should not intrude on private de-
cisions made between a woman and her doc-
tor. As we commemorate this day, we also re-

double our commitment to protecting these
constitutional rights, including protecting a
woman’s access to safe, affordable health care
and her right to reproductive freedom from ef-
forts to undermine or overturn them. In Amer-
ica, every single one of us deserves the rights,
freedoms, and opportunities to fulfill our
dreams.

Statement on the Crash of Two United States Marine Corps CH–53E
Helicopters in Hawaii
January 22, 2016

On behalf of all Americans, Michelle and I ex-
tend our deepest sympathies to the families of the
12 marines missing from an apparent helicopter
accident along the Hawaiian coast. As we mourn
this loss, we are reminded of the sacrifice men
and women of our Armed Forces make each day
for the freedom and security of their fellow Amer-
icans. The willingness of our troops to complete
dangerous training to prepare for any mission our
Nation asks of them will not be forgotten.

The spirit of our missing marines was re-
flected in the actions of the many dozens of
servicemembers and others in Hawaii who
searched day and night for the downed heli-
copters. Communities from coast to coast are
mourning these marines, and our Nation is for-
ever grateful for their patriotism, service, and
sacrifice. Our thoughts and prayers are with
their families and loved ones at this difficult
hour.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 23, 2016

Hi, everybody. When I took office 7 years
ago this week, more than 15 percent of Ameri-
cans went without health insurance. For folks
who did have coverage, insurance companies
could deny you coverage or charge you more
just because you’d been sick. And too many

Americans gave up their dream of changing
jobs or going back to school because they
couldn’t risk giving up their employer-based
insurance plan.

We’ve changed that. As the Affordable Care
Act has taken effect, nearly 18 million
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Americans have gained coverage. In fact, for
the first time ever, more than 90 percent of
Americans are covered. Up to 129 million
Americans with preexisting conditions no lon-
ger face the risk of being denied coverage or
being charged more just because they’ve been
sick. A hundred and thirty-seven million Amer-
icans with private insurance are now guaran-
teed preventive care coverage. We’ve done all
this while cutting our deficits and keeping
health care inflation to its lowest levels in 50
years. And we’ve begun filling the gaps in em-
ployer-based care so that when we change
jobs, lose a job, go back to school, or start that
new business, we can still get coverage.

If you want to know how important that is,
just ask an American like Heather Bragg.
Heather’s a small-business owner in Bluffton,
South Carolina. Last year, she wrote me a let-
ter and told me how, for years, her family had
depended on her husband’s job for their insur-
ance. But thanks to the Affordable Care Act,
her husband Mike had the freedom to switch
jobs and join Heather at the small business
she’d launched a few years ago.

Through the health insurance marketplace,
they found better coverage that actually saved
them hundreds of dollars a month. Today,
Heather only pays about $10 for the asthma in-
haler she needs. “For the first time,” Heather
wrote, “we’re not living paycheck to paycheck;
we’re able to pay our bills and put some money
back into savings.” And because Mike doesn’t

have to work nights or weekends anymore, he
can coach their son’s soccer team and tuck the
kids in at night. And you can’t put a price on
something like that.

If you haven’t looked at your new coverage
options, you’ve still got time to get covered on
the health insurance marketplace for 2016. In
fact, you have until January 31, next Sunday, to
enroll. Just go to healthcare.gov or cuidadode-
salud.gov or call 1–800–318–2596. Most folks
buying a plan on the marketplace can find an
option that costs less than $75 a month. Even if
you already have insurance, take a few minutes
to shop around. In fact, consumers who
switched to a new plan for 2016 ended up sav-
ing an average of more than $500.

That’s what the Affordable Care Act did.
This is health care in America today: afford-
able, portable security for you and your loved
ones. It’s making a difference for millions of
Americans every day. And it’s only going to get
better. Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:05 p.m. on January 22 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
January 23. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on January
22, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on January 23. The Office of the Press Secre-
tary also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

Remarks at a Ceremony Honoring Recipients of the Righteous Among the
Nations Medal at the Embassy of Israel
January 27, 2016

Thank you. Good evening. Erev tov. [Laughter]
The Talmud teaches that if a person de-

stroys one life, it is as if they’ve destroyed an
entire world, and if a person saves one life, it is
as if they’ve saved an entire world. What an ex-
traordinary honor to be with you as we honor
four righteous individuals whose courage is
measured in the lives they saved—one child,
one refugee, one comrade at a time—and who,
in so doing, helped save our world.

I deliver a lot of speeches. Very rarely am I
so humbled by the eloquence that has preced-
ed me, and not just in words, but in the acts
that we commemorate today.

To my dear friend Steven Spielberg, thanks
for your moving and generous words. You
spoke of the importance of finding your voice
and using it for good, and I know that your
work—whether a masterpiece like “Schindler’s
List” or the stories that you have so persistently
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