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Statement on the 43d Anniversary of the Supreme Court Decision in Roe v.

Wade
January 22, 2016

Today we mark the 43rd anniversary of the
Supreme Court ruling in Roe v. Wade, which
affirmed a woman’s freedom to make her own
choices about her body and her health. The de-
cision supports the broader principle that the
government should not intrude on private de-
cisions made between a woman and her doc-
tor. As we commemorate this day, we also re-

double our commitment to protecting these
constitutional rights, including protecting a
woman’s access to safe, affordable health care
and her right to reproductive freedom from ef-
forts to undermine or overturn them. In Amer-
ica, every single one of us deserves the rights,
freedoms, and opportunities to fulfill our
dreams.

Statement on the Crash of Two United States Marine Corps CH-53E

Helicopters in Hawaii
January 22, 2016

On behalf of all Americans, Michelle and T ex-
tend our deepest sympathies to the families of the
12 marines missing from an apparent helicopter
accident along the Hawaiian coast. As we mourn
this loss, we are reminded of the sacrifice men
and women of our Armed Forces make each day
for the freedom and security of their fellow Amer-
icans. The willingness of our troops to complete
dangerous training to prepare for any mission our
Nation asks of them will not be forgotten.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 23, 2016

Hi, everybody. When I took office 7 years
ago this week, more than 15 percent of Ameri-
cans went without health insurance. For folks
who did have coverage, insurance companies
could deny you coverage or charge you more
just because you'd been sick. And too many

The spirit of our missing marines was re-
flected in the actions of the many dozens of
servicemembers and others in Hawaii who
searched day and night for the downed heli-
copters. Communities from coast to coast are
mourning these marines, and our Nation is for-
ever grateful for their patriotism, service, and
sacrifice. Our thoughts and prayers are with
their families and loved ones at this difficult
hour.

Americans gave up their dream of changing
jobs or going back to school because they
couldn’t risk giving up their employer-based
insurance plan.

We’ve changed that. As the Affordable Care
Act has taken effect, nearly 18 million
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