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Scaffidi, after seeing a terrible tragedy of gun
violence in his community, has been working
to implement steps that can reduce gun vio-
lence in his area. The U.S. Conference of May-
ors, understanding the importance of a global
economy and making sure that U.S. businesses
are creating U.S. jobs and that we’re exporting,
have been outstanding partners with us on pro-
moting the trade—the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship, which is going to cut 18,000 taxes, tariffs,
on American-made goods and products. And
that means that we’re going to be able to sell
more to other people. They’re already selling
to us. We want to make sure that we’re out
there writing the rules of the road so that
American businesses and American jobs are
not left behind in one of the most dynamic,
fastest growing regions of the world. So many
of you have worked together with us on “My
Brother’s Keeper” and recognizing that we are
going to have stronger cities, stronger states,
and a stronger country if we make sure that ev-
ery young person, particularly so many of our
young men, are steered away from crime and
away from prison and are getting the skills they
need to live out productive lives.

So we’ve accomplished a lot together on be-
half of the American people. I could not be
prouder of the work that we’ve done together.
There’s a lot more that I want to get done this
past—this last year. I still am pushing hard and
we have, I think, a real opportunity to get crim-
inal justice reform done this year. We have to
work together to combat the scourge of opioids
and heroin that is spreading through so many
of our communities across the country. We still
have a lot of work we can do to improve our

schools. We can work together to break down
rules that stand in the way of building new
housing and that keep families from moving to
growing, dynamic cities. And as I said last
week, we need to keep fighting for a political
system that reflects our best selves. And that,
by the way, includes making it easier for peo-
ple to vote, not harder.

So bottom line is, all of you are doing out-
standing work. You are in the trenches every
single day. You’re not always getting a thank
you; instead, you’re getting why didn’t you
get that done. [Laughter] Or if you got it
done, why didn’t you get it done earlier.
[Laughter] And I know the pace is relentless
for mayors because people expect to see you
every single day, but just in case you’re feel-
ing a little underappreciated—[laughter]—I
hope that you understand how heartfelt my
words of thanks are. I think that we have seen
our cities take leadership and we have seen
transformations of communities across this
country. And when cities are strong, the
States that they’re in are strong. And when
cities are strong, America is strong. You’re
helping to fuel that strength.

So thank you so much. I appreciate you.
Thank you. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:02 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mayor Stephanie C.
Rawlings-Blake of Baltimore, MD, in her ca-
pacity as president of the U.S. Conference of
Mayors; and Mayor Stephen Scaffidi of Oak
Creek, WI.

Memorandum on Delegation of Authority Under the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016
January 21, 2016

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Authority under the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2016

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of title
3, United States Code, I hereby order as fol-
lows:
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I hereby delegate functions and authorities
vested in the President by section 1243 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2016 (Public Law 114–92) (the “Act”) to
the Secretary of State.

Any reference in this memorandum to the
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to any
future act that is the same or substantially the
same as such provision.

You are authorized and directed to pub-
lish this memorandum in the Federal Regis-
ter.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This memorandum was not received for
publication in the Federal Register.

Statement on the 43d Anniversary of the Supreme Court Decision in Roe v.
Wade
January 22, 2016

Today we mark the 43rd anniversary of the
Supreme Court ruling in Roe v. Wade, which
affirmed a woman’s freedom to make her own
choices about her body and her health. The de-
cision supports the broader principle that the
government should not intrude on private de-
cisions made between a woman and her doc-
tor. As we commemorate this day, we also re-

double our commitment to protecting these
constitutional rights, including protecting a
woman’s access to safe, affordable health care
and her right to reproductive freedom from ef-
forts to undermine or overturn them. In Amer-
ica, every single one of us deserves the rights,
freedoms, and opportunities to fulfill our
dreams.

Statement on the Crash of Two United States Marine Corps CH–53E
Helicopters in Hawaii
January 22, 2016

On behalf of all Americans, Michelle and I ex-
tend our deepest sympathies to the families of the
12 marines missing from an apparent helicopter
accident along the Hawaiian coast. As we mourn
this loss, we are reminded of the sacrifice men
and women of our Armed Forces make each day
for the freedom and security of their fellow Amer-
icans. The willingness of our troops to complete
dangerous training to prepare for any mission our
Nation asks of them will not be forgotten.

The spirit of our missing marines was re-
flected in the actions of the many dozens of
servicemembers and others in Hawaii who
searched day and night for the downed heli-
copters. Communities from coast to coast are
mourning these marines, and our Nation is for-
ever grateful for their patriotism, service, and
sacrifice. Our thoughts and prayers are with
their families and loved ones at this difficult
hour.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 23, 2016

Hi, everybody. When I took office 7 years
ago this week, more than 15 percent of Ameri-
cans went without health insurance. For folks
who did have coverage, insurance companies
could deny you coverage or charge you more
just because you’d been sick. And too many

Americans gave up their dream of changing
jobs or going back to school because they
couldn’t risk giving up their employer-based
insurance plan.

We’ve changed that. As the Affordable Care
Act has taken effect, nearly 18 million
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