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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report and Classified Annex
on an Integrated Policy To Deter Adversaries in Space
May 26, 2016

Dear Mr. Chairman: (Dear Senator:) (Dear
Representative:)

I transmit herewith, in accordance with sec-
tion 1613 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law 114–
92), the report and classified annex on an inte-
grated policy to deter adversaries in space.

The report is the result of an interagency
process with the objectives to reduce risks to
the United States and our allies in space; and
to protect and preserve the rights, access, ca-
pabilities, use, and freedom of action of the
United States in space. Success will require a
multi-year effort and commitment across all

departments and agencies, and I look forward
to your continued support.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John S,
McCain III, chairman, and John F. Reed,
ranking member, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; and W. McLellan “Mac”
Thornberry, chairman, and Adam Smith, rank-
ing member, House Committee on Armed
Services. An original was not available for veri-
fication of the content of this letter.

Remarks to United States and Japanese Troops at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni in Iwakuni, Japan
May 27, 2016

The President. Hello, everybody! Konnichiwa!
Audience members. Konnichiwa!
The President. Well, it is great to be here.

Thank you so much. I’ve got to tell you, during
my visit to Japan, we are reaffirming one of the
greatest alliances in the world between the
United States and Japan. And I wanted to
come by and just say thank you: Thank you to
all the men and women in uniform, thank you
to your families, because you guys are the
backbone of our alliance. Thank you, every-
body.

I want to thank Colonel Boucher, also
known as Waterboy. [Laughter] I want to
thank Sergeant Major Garza. I know that we’ve
got a lot of folks in the house. We’ve got some
NCOs. [Applause] Staff NCOs. [Applause]
We’ve got some officers. [Applause] Junior
Marines. [Applause] Oh, okay. We’ve got some
DOD civilians. [Applause] And let’s hear it
from the family members. [Applause]

I want to thank our Japanese friends for
joining us: [Vice]* Foreign Minister Kikawada;
Mayor Fukuda; Members of the Diet, who are
here; Admiral Sonoda and personnel from the
Japanese Self-Defense Forces. I also want to
thank the wonderful people of Iwakuni City.
Your hospitality serving Americans who are far
away from home means so much to our Nation.
On behalf of all of us, arigato.

Now, I’m just going to give some very brief
remarks, because I want to shake as many
hands as possible. Although, I’ve got to warn
you in advance, no selfies, because then I’ll be
here all day. [Laughter]

But let me just say that, as President of the
United States, I have no greater honor than
serving as Commander in Chief to our men
and women in uniform. You serve and protect
the American people. You promote peace and
security around the world. And I especially
welcome the chance to be with you as we enter
into Memorial Day weekend, because it’s a re-
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minder of the risks and the sacrifices that are
part of your job, and it’s a reminder that we can
never forget that we have to honor all of those
who have given everything for our freedom.

As President, I’ve made sure that the United
States is leading again in the Asia-Pacific, be-
cause this region is vital to our shared security
and prosperity. And that takes security cooper-
ation. It takes trade agreements. It takes rela-
tionships built between people. And it takes
the proud service of our men and women in
uniform throughout the region, working with
our outstanding men and women who serve
the armed forces of Japan.

Now, as you know, this afternoon I will visit
Hiroshima. And this is an opportunity to honor
the memory of all who were lost during World
War II. It’s a chance to reaffirm our commit-
ment to pursuing the peace and security of a
war where nuclear weapons would no longer
be necessary. And it’s a testament to how even
the most painful divides can be bridged; how
our two nations—former adversaries—cannot
just become partners, but become the best of
friends and the strongest of allies.

We see the strength of our alliance on dis-
play right here. This base is a powerful exam-
ple of the trust and the cooperation and the
friendship between the United States and Ja-
pan. American Marines working side by side
with Japanese Self-Defense Forces to protect
the peace and engage with our partners
throughout the region and assist with humani-
tarian aid and disaster relief. You’ve respond-
ed to flooding in the Philippines and in Thai-
land. You’ve responded to devastating cy-
clones in Bangladesh. You played a critical
role in relief efforts following the 2011 earth-
quake and the tsunami here in Japan. So, to-
gether, you have saved countless lives across
the region. And we could not be prouder of
that.

Your service, right here, is rooted in the
shared values of today’s Japan and today’s
United States: the values of freedom, the val-
ues of democracy, the values of human rights,
the values of rule of law. And as a result, our al-
liance hasn’t just been essential to the security
of our two countries. It’s an indispensable

source of stability and a foundation for pros-
perity in this region and around the world. You
are the foundation of our quality of life.

So I want to close with an incredible story
that captures the essence of our alliance.
Where is Captain Tessa Snow? Where is Tes-
sa? You’re out here somewhere, I know. 

Audience member. Right here!
The President. There she is. Captain Snow is

an Osprey pilot, and in the aftermath of the
Kumamoto earthquakes last month, she and
her squadron flew missions to bring humani-
tarian aid and supplies to those in need. And
one Japanese family was so worried about their
house collapsing that they spent several nights
outside. Thanks to your efforts, that family and
so many others received food and water and
the supplies that they needed.

And now this family is expecting a baby—a
baby girl—in June. When they heard that Tes-
sa flew the mission that helped save them, they
decided to name their baby after Tessa. They
want their daughter to grow up with the same
qualities that Tessa has: honor and courage and
commitment and a willingness to help others.

Aren’t those the core values of the Marine
Corps?

Audience members. Oorah!
The President. Qualities that, for genera-

tions, have defined our men and women in
uniform. They’re the qualities that represent
the very best of our two nations. And be-
cause of your service, our shared commit-
ment to human dignity and freedom will en-
dure, and this region will prosper. And we
will continue to spread hope wherever we
travel. I’m very proud of you. I’m very grate-
ful to our Japanese hosts. I couldn’t be
prouder of the men and women of the U.S.
Armed Forces.

God bless all of you. God bless your families.
God bless the United States of America. Thank
you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:02 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Col. Robert V. Bouch-
er, USMC, commanding officer, and Sgt. Maj.
Christopher J. Garza, USMC, sergeant major,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni; Vice
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Hitoshi Kikawada
of Japan; and Rear Adm. Naoki Sonoda, com-

mander of Fleet Air Wing 31, Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force.

Remarks With Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan at Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Park in Hiroshima, Japan
May 27, 2016

President Obama. Seventy-one years ago, on
a bright, cloudless morning, death fell from the
sky, and the world was changed. A flash of light
and a wall of fire destroyed a city and demon-
strated that mankind possessed the means to
destroy itself.

Why do we come to this place, to Hiroshi-
ma? We come to ponder a terrible force un-
leashed in a not-so-distant past. We come to
mourn the dead, including over 100,000 Japa-
nese men, women, and children; thousands of
Koreans; a dozen Americans held prisoner.
Their souls speak to us. They ask us to look in-
ward, to take stock of who we are and what we
might become.

It is not the fact of war that sets Hiroshima
apart. Artifacts tell us that violent conflict ap-
peared with the very first man. Our early an-
cestors, having learned to make blades from
flint and spears from wood, used these tools
not just for hunting, but against their own kind.
On every continent, the history of civilization is
filled with war, whether driven by scarcity of
grain or hunger for gold, compelled by nation-
alist fervor or religious zeal. Empires have ris-
en and fallen. Peoples have been subjugated
and liberated. And at each juncture, innocents
have suffered, a countless toll, their names for-
gotten by time.

The World War that reached its brutal end
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki was fought among
the wealthiest and most powerful of nations.
Their civilizations had given the world great
cities and magnificent art. Their thinkers had
advanced ideas of justice and harmony and
truth. And yet the war grew out of the same
base instinct for domination or conquest that
had caused conflicts among the simplest tribes,
an old pattern amplified by new capabilities
and without new constraints. In the span of a
few years, some 60 million people would die:

men, women, children no different than us,
shot, beaten, marched, bombed, jailed,
starved, gassed to death.

There are many sites around the world that
chronicle this war: memorials that tell stories
of courage and heroism; graves and empty
camps that echo of unspeakable depravity. Yet
in the image of a mushroom cloud that rose in-
to these skies, we are most starkly reminded of
humanity’s core contradiction; how the very
spark that marks us as a species—our thoughts,
our imagination, our language, our tool-mak-
ing, our ability to set ourselves apart from na-
ture and bend it to our will—those very things
also give us the capacity for unmatched de-
struction.

How often does material advancement or
social innovation blind us to this truth. How
easily we learn to justify violence in the name
of some higher cause. Every great religion
promises a pathway to love and peace and righ-
teousness, and yet no religion has been spared
from believers who have claimed their faith as
a license to kill. Nations arise, telling a story
that binds people together in sacrifice and co-
operation, allowing for remarkable feats, but
those same stories have so often been used to
oppress and dehumanize those who are differ-
ent.

Science allows us to communicate across the
seas and fly above the clouds, to cure disease
and understand the cosmos. But those same
discoveries can be turned into ever more effi-
cient killing machines.

The wars of the modern age teach this truth.
Hiroshima teaches this truth. Technological
progress without an equivalent progress in hu-
man institutions can doom us. The scientific
revolution that led to the splitting of an atom
requires a moral revolution as well.
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