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their doctors with science to better understand
the choices that they make when it comes to
their health and their future.

So these are just three examples of the re-
markable stories that are represented here to-
day. They illustrate why this is such an extraor-
dinary moment to be a scientist in this country.
America’s progress in science and technology
has countless revolutionary discoveries within
our reach: new materials designed atom by at-
om, new forms of clean energy, new break-
throughs in treating cancer and ending the
wait for organ transplants; private space flight,
a planned human mission to Mars, a NASA
probe that broke free from the solar system 3
years ago, and it just kept on going. That’s
some of what America can do.

That’s why we’re constantly pushing Con-
gress to fund the work of our scientists, engi-
neers, entrepreneurs and dreamers to keep
America on the cutting edge.

As President, I’m proud to honor each of
you for your contributions to our nations. As an
American, I’m proud of everything that you’ve
done to contribute to that fearless spirit of in-
novation that’s made us who we are and that
doesn’t just benefit our citizens, but benefits
the world. We’re very proud of what you’ve
done. So congratulations to all of you.

With that, let’s read the citations and pres-
ent the awards.

[At this point, Lt. Col. Andrew C. Steadman,
USA, Army Aide to the President, read the cita-
tions, and the President presented the medals,
assisted by Maj. Steven M. Schreiber, USMC,
Marine Corps Aide to the President.]

Let’s give another big round of applause to
our honorees. [Applause] Yay! Very proud of
them. 

And let’s give a big round of applause to my
Military Aide, who had to read those cita-
tions—[laughter]—with a lot of pretty compli-
cated phrases in them. You were practicing,
weren’t you? [Laughter] The—well, it just
goes to show we can all learn science. [Laugh-
ter] Science rocks.

So thank you very much, everybody. Please
enjoy the reception. Congratulations to our
honorees. Have a wonderful afternoon. Thank
you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:44 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to James L. Rathmann,
Chairman, National Science and Technology
Medals Foundation; Jacob Leggette, student,
Digital Harbor Foundation’s Mini Makers pro-
gram in Baltimore, MD; Shirley A. Jackson,
president, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute;
Mark Humayun, Cornelius J. Pings Chair in
Biomedical Sciences, University of Southern
California; and Mary-Claire King, professor of
genome sciences and medicine, University of
Washington. Also participating in the ceremo-
ny were National Medal of Science recipients
Armand P. Alivisatos, Michael Artin, Albert
Bandura, Stanley Falkow, Rakesh K. Jain, Si-
mon Levin, Geraldine Richmond; and Nation-
al Medal of Technology and Innovation recipi-
ents Joseph DeSimone, Robert Fischell, Ar-
thur Gossard, Nancy Ho, Chenming Hu, Cato
T. Laurencin, and Jonathan Rothberg. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the reading of the
medal citations.

Remarks Following a Meeting on Zika Virus Preparedness Efforts
May 20, 2016

Well, I just had an opportunity to get a full
briefing from Secretary Burwell, CDC Direc-
tor Frieden, as well as Tony Fauci from NIH
about the Zika situation, and I wanted to give
the American people a quick update on where
we are.

As has been explained repeatedly, but I
want to reemphasize, Zika is not like Ebola.
This is not a human-to-human transmission,
with the one exception that we’ll talk about. It’s
primarily transmitted through mosquitoes, a
very particular type of mosquito. But what we
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do know is that if you contract Zika, even if you
don’t appear to have significant symptoms, it is
possible for Zika to cause significant birth de-
fects, including microcephaly, where the skull
casing is—the head of the infant, is significant-
ly smaller. We think that there may be other
neurological disorders that are caused as a con-
sequence of Zika, and we don’t know all of the
potential effects. We do know that they are se-
rious.

Right now what we’ve seen is a little over
500 cases of Zika in the continental United
States, and they all appear to be travel related,
not mosquito transmitted, meaning somebody
from the U.S. went down to an area that has
Zika, got a bite, came back. We have seen at
least 10 cases in which a individual went to one
of these areas, got infected, and then sexually
transmitted Zika to their partner.

A more significant, immediate concern is
Puerto Rico, where we know that there are
over 800 cases that have been diagnosed. How-
ever, we suspect that it could be significantly
higher. The reason is, is that for most people,
you may not have a lot of symptoms when you
get Zika. If you are not pregnant or the partner
of somebody who is pregnant or trying to get
pregnant, then you may not even know that
you end up having Zika. And that means that
people oftentimes are not affirmatively going
to the doctor and getting tested on these is-
sues.

Now, here’s the good news, is that because
of the good work that’s been done by the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, by
the CDC, as well as NIH, we have put forward
a plan; we’ve got a plan over the next several
months to begin developing a vaccine and to
continually improve our diagnostic tests. We’re
also working with all the States so that they’re
properly prepared if we start seeing an out-
break here in the continental United States
during the summer when obviously mosqui-
toes are more active.

And what we’re also trying to do is to devel-
op new tools for vector control, meaning how
do we kill mosquitoes and reduce their popula-
tions, particularly this kind of mosquito. That’s
a tricky piece of business because we’ve been

using a lot of insecticides for a long time that
have become less and less effective. New
strains of mosquitoes become resistant to the
insecticides that we have. The methods we use
aren’t as effective as they used to be. And so
we’re also investing a lot of time, research, lo-
gistical support to States and local communi-
ties to start improving our ability to control
mosquitoes.

Puerto Rico is most urgent and some of the
Territories, but we’re also spending time work-
ing with the States so that they can be better
prepared.

All of this work costs money. And we have
put forward a package that costs $1.9 billion in
emergency funding in order for us to make
sure that we are doing effective mosquito con-
trol, to make sure that we are developing effec-
tive diagnostic tools and distributing them, to
make sure that we are developing the vaccines
that ultimately will prevent some of the trage-
dies that we’ve seen for those who have con-
tracted Zika and then end up having children
with significant birth defects.

And we didn’t just choose the $1.9 billion
from the top of our heads. This was based on
public health assessments of all the work that
needs to be done. And to the extent that we
want to be able to feel safe and secure and
families who are of childbearing years want to
feel as if they can have confidence that when
they travel, when they want to start a family,
that this is not an issue—to the extent that
that’s something that we think is important—
then this is a pretty modest investment for us
to get those assurances.

Unfortunately, what we have right now is
the Senate approving a package that would
fund a little over half of what’s been requested.
The House so far has approved about a third of
the money that’s been requested, except that
money is taken from the fund that we’re cur-
rently using to continue to monitor and fight
against Ebola. So, effectively, there’s no new
money there; all that the House has done is
said, you can rob Peter to pay Paul. And given
that I have, at least, pretty vivid memories of
how concerned people were about Ebola, the
notion that we would stop monitoring as effec-
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tively and dealing with Ebola in order to deal
with Zika doesn’t make a lot of sense. And I
don’t think it will make a lot of sense to the
American people.

So here’s the upshot. This is something that
is solvable. It is not something that we have to
panic about, but it is something we have to
take seriously. And if we make a modest invest-
ment on the front end, then this is going to be
a problem that we don’t have to deal with on
the back end.

Every child that has something like micro-
cephaly, that may end up costing up to $10
million over the lifetime of that child in terms
of that family providing that child the support
that they need. That sets aside the pain and the
sorrow and the challenges that they’re going to
go through. Add that up. It doesn’t take a lot of
cases for you to get to $1.9 billion. Why
wouldn’t we want to make that investment
now?

So my hope was that we would have had a
bill that I could sign now, because part of what
we’re trying to do is to accelerate, get the pro-
cess going for vaccines. You don’t get a vaccine
overnight. Initially, you have to test it to make
sure that any potential vaccine is safe. Then,
you have to test to make sure that it’s effective.
You have to try—conduct trials where you’re
testing it on a large-enough bunch of people
that you can make scientific determinations
that it’s effective.

So we’ve got to get moving. And what essen-
tially NIH and CDC have been doing is taking
pots of money from other things—universal flu
funds or Ebola funds or other funds—just to
get the thing rolling. But we have to reimburse
those pots of money that have already been de-
pleted, and we have to be able to sustain the
work that’s going to need to be done to finish
the job.

So bottom line is, Congress needs to get me
a bill. It needs to get me a bill that has suffi-
cient funds to do the job. They should not be
going off on recess before this is done. And
certainly, this has to get done over the course
of the next several weeks in order for us to be
able to provide confidence to the American
people that we’re handling this piece of busi-
ness.

If I’m a young family right now or somebody
who’s thinking about starting a family, this is
just a piece of insurance that I want to pur-
chase. And I think that’s true for most Ameri-
cans. So—and understand that this is not
something where we can build a wall to pre-
vent. Mosquitoes don’t go through Customs.
To the extent that we’re not handling this thing
on the front end, we’re going to have bigger
problems on the back end.

So for those of you who are listening, tell
your Members of Congress, get on the job on
this. This is something we can handle. We
should have confidence in our ability to take
care of it. We’ve got outstanding scientists and
researchers who are in the process of getting
this done, but they’ve got to have the support
from the public in order for us to accomplish
our goal.

Okay. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Anthony S. Fauci, Direc-
tor, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases. Also participating in the meeting
were Vice President Joe Biden; Shaun L.S.
Donovan, Director, Office of Management
and Budget; and Deputy Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Homeland Security and Counterter-
rorism Amy Pope.

Statement on the Observance of Vesak
May 20, 2016

Michelle and I extend our warmest wishes
to Buddhists in the United States and around
the world in their celebration of Vesak, a day
honoring the birth, enlightenment, and passing

of Buddha. During this season, we reflect on
Buddha’s universal teachings of peace, service,
and recognition of common humanity—shared
values that also bind us all as Americans. This
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