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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Stabilization of Iraq
May 18, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the stabilization of Iraq
that was declared in Executive Order 13303 of
May 22, 2003, is to continue in effect beyond
May 22, 2016.

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruction of
Iraq, the restoration and maintenance of peace
and security in the country, and the develop-
ment of political, administrative, and economic
institutions in Iraq continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national securi-
ty and foreign policy of the United States. Ac-
cordingly, I have determined that it is neces-
sary to continue the national emergency with
respect to the stabilization of Iraq.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 18, 2016.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks on Presenting the National Medal of Science and the National
Medal of Technology and Innovation
May 19, 2016

Thank you, everybody. Please have a seat.
Welcome to the White House. Today I have
the privilege to present our Nation’s highest
honor for scientific and technological achieve-
ment: the National Medals of Science and the
National Medals of Technology and Innova-
tion.

The amount of brainpower in this room
right now is astonishing. [Laughter] But when
you talk to these brilliant men and women, it’s
clear the honor has not yet gone to their heads.
They still put their lab coats [on]* one arm at a
time. [Laughter]

Joining us to celebrate these achievements
are Members of Congress; Secretary of Energy
Ernie Moniz, a pretty good scientist himself;
my science adviser, John Holdren; the Direc-
tor of the National Science Foundation,
France Còrdova; the Director of the U.S. Pat-

ent and Trademark Office, Michelle Lee; and
Jim Rathmann from the National Medals of
Science and Technology Foundation. I want to
thank them for all the work that they do each
year to help us organize and honor the scien-
tists and innovators in this great nation of ours.

Now, we are engaging in a lot of science and
tinkering here at the White House. [Laughter]
We’ve got Astronomy Night. We’ve got Hack-
a-thons. We’ve got Code-a-thons. We have Sci-
ence Fairs, Maker Faires. It is fun. I love this
stuff. I get to test out some of the cool stuff
that ends up here in the White House. At this
year’s Science Fair, one ninth—9-year-old,
named Jacob Leggette, turned the tables on
me and suggested that we needed to start a
kids’ advisory group—[laughter]—so that
young people can help us understand what’s
interesting to them when it comes to STEM

 * White House correction.
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