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and their sexual and reproductive rights. Addi-
tionally, reducing the barriers to education—
such as lack of access, early pregnancy, the
contraction of HIV/AIDS and other diseases,
as well as harmful practices such as early and
forced marriage and female genital mutila-
tion/cutting—is critical to advancing the
shared foreign policy, security and develop-
ment priorities of the United States and Nor-
dic countries.

Universal human rights belong to all individ-
uals regardless of sexual orientation or gender
identity. The United States and the Nordic
countries will work together in multilateral fo-
ra and at the national level to promote the pro-
tection of LGBTI people, ensuring that they
can enjoy the same rights as everyone else.

The United States and the Nordic countries
are committed to high levels of development
cooperation, and intend to work to catalyze
further private investments for sustainable de-
velopment.

The United States and the Nordic countries
are committed to leading by example to fight
corruption and promote transparency and ac-
countability. We will support countries in ef-
forts to combat illicit financial flows and help
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build capacity for civil society to aid in the fight
against corruption. Tax evasion and corruption
undermine development and drain public re-
sources, and are fundamental development is-
sues. As an important part of financing for de-
velopment, the United States and Nordic
countries will work together to support the Ad-
dis Tax Initiative and we will support develop-
ing countries in their efforts to strengthen do-
mestic  resource  mobilization, including
through enhanced taxation and new efforts to
combat tax evasion.

The relationship between the United States
and the Nordic countries runs deep. Our na-
tions share a history of extensive societal ties
that firmly bind us together. Through these
strong personal and institutional bonds we will
continue to promote our common commit-
ment to freedom, democracy, universal human
rights, and peace.

NOTE: The joint statement referred to the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization, also known as Daesh. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring President Sauli Niinisté of Finland,
Prime Minister Erna Solberg of Norway, Prime Minister Stefan Lofven of
Sweden, Prime Minister Lars Lgkke Rasmussen of Denmark, and Prime
Minister Sigurdur Ingi J6hannsson of Iceland

May 13, 2016

President Obama. Good evening, everyone.
On behalf of Michelle and myself, welcome to
the White House. And welcome to this very
special dinner as we celebrate the great ties
and longstanding friendship between the Unit-
ed States and our five Nordic partners.

Please join me in welcoming President Ni-
inisté and Mrs. Haukio of Finland, Prime Min-
ister Solberg and Mr. Finnes of Norway, Prime
Minister and Mrs. Lofven of Sweden, Prime
Minister and Mrs. Rasmussen of Denmark,
and Prime Minister J6hannsson and Mrs. Ing-
jaldsdéttir of Iceland.

Now, we all know that our Nordic friends
share a pride in their common Viking heritage.
But I think we can all admit that the Vikings
could be a little rough. [Laughter] They didn’t
always have the best manners at the dining ta-
ble. [Laughter] Their outfits were not always
appropriate. [Laughter] But times have
changed, and tonight our Nordic friends are
much better behaved. [Laughter] We are hon-
ored to have you here. And as you can see from
our decor, winter is coming. [Laughter]

This evening we have three toasts. So I'm
going to be brief. And I don’t want things to
get out of hand. One of the great Old Norse
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poems, the Havamal from Iceland, offered ad-
vice on how to welcome a guest, sort of like a
Miss Manners for Vikings. [Laughter]

Less good than they say for the sons of men
Is the drinking oft of ale

For the more they drink the less they can think
And keep a watch over their wits.

[Laughter] Good advice. It's perhaps easier
said than done. It is true that our Nordic
friends have a reputation today, unlike the past,
for modesty and propriety. But don’t let them
fool you. In these Nordic countries, things actu-
ally can get a little wild. T understand that in
Norway, for example, one of the big hits on TV
is—[laughter]|—“National Firewood Night.”
[Laughter] This is true. A video of logs burning
for hours—{laughter]—and hours and hours.
That’s crazy. [Laughter] Another show involved
a video camera being strapped to the front of a
train, so viewers could watch the rails for 7
hours. [Laughter] This sounds like riveting en-
tertainment. [Laughter]

So we’re not going to do anything that crazy
tonight. [Laughter] But we are grateful for our
friendship with the Nordic peoples, even if we
do sometimes get a little jealous about how
perfect they seem to be.

If you've visited any of these Nordic coun-
tries, everything is orderly. Everything is clean.
Everybody is well behaved. It even prompted a
best selling book called “The Almost Nearly
Perfect People.” But there were some shock-
ers. Apparently, Nordic countries can some-
times get into heated arguments about which
country is happiest. [Laughter] They also do
get into arguments about who has the better
hockey players, until America steals them
away. [Laughter] And they also have argu-
ments about who has the honor of being the
true hometown of Santa Claus. So these are
fierce debates that take place among our Nor-
dic friends. [Laughter]

But our work today actually does remind us
of why we so value our Nordic partners so
much. In each other, we find those who we
work with in pursuit of common values that we
cherish the most. We stand together so that
citizens can live in security and peace. We la-

592

bor so our economies can create opportunity
where prosperity goes not just to the top, but
to the many. Together, we're on the forefront
of the fight against climate change, to preserve
our glaciers, our fjords, to protect indigenous
peoples of the Arctic. And in our own countries
and around the world, we stand for the dignity
and equality of all people.

And many of our Nordic friends are familiar
with the great Danish pastor and philosopher
Grundtvig. And among other causes, he cham-
pioned the idea of the folk school: education
that was not just made available to the elite,
but to the many; training that prepared a per-
son for active citizenship that improves society.
Over time, the folk school movement spread,
including here to the United States. And one
of those schools was in the State of Tennessee;
it was called the Highlander Folk School.

At Highlander, especially during the 1950s,
a new generation of Americans came together
to share their ideas and strategies for advanc-
ing civil rights, for advancing equality, and for
advancing justice. We know the names of some
of those who were trained or participated in
the Highlander School: Ralph Abernathy, John
Lewis, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. They were
all shaped, in part, by Highlander and the
teachings of a great Nordic philosopher. And
they ended up having a ripple effect on the civ-
il rights movement and ultimately on making
America a better place. We would not have
been here had it not been for that stone that
was thrown in a lake and created ripples of
hope that ultimately spread across an ocean to
the United States of America. And I might not
be standing here were it not for the efforts of
people like Ella Baker and others who partici-
pated in the Highlander Folk School.

So that’s just one small measure of the enor-
mous positive influence that our Nordic
friends have had on our country. It’s part of the
reason why we so value their friendship. I've
said before—and I will repeat—they punch
above their weight. And their values, their con-
tributions not just to making their own coun-
tries function well, but making the whole world
a better place makes them one of our most
valuable partners everywhere in the world.



And we are very grateful for the outstanding
work that they do.

So I propose a toast: To the friendship be-
tween us and the values that we share. May our
nations keep standing together and bending
that arc of the moral universe in the direction
of justice and peace and equality for all. Skal!
Cheers!

[At this point, President Obama offered a
toast.]

And with that, I want to welcome Prime
Minister J6hannsson of Iceland, to be followed
by Prime Minister Rasmussen of Denmark.

Prime Minister Johannsson. Mr. President,
Mrs. Obama, let me begin by expressing my
pleasure of being here tonight, for your gra-
cious hosting of the Nordic leaders and for the
warm welcome you have extended to Iceland.
We are honored to be here as allies, as part-
ners, and most importantly, as friends of the
United States. We bring with us the warm
greetings and good wishes of our people.

Relations between Iceland and the United
States have always been strong. Our initial and
ongoing defense partnership has blossomed in-
to a broad friendship that includes deep com-
mercial, academic, and cultural ties. And yes,
that does sometimes include artists in swan
dresses. [Laughter]

Our friendship is based on solidarity and co-
operation on some of today’s most complex
problems. Building on our 2013 meeting in
Stockholm at today’s summit, I am pleased, we
have recognized the excellent Nordic-U.S. co-
operation and shared achievements. I'm also
pleased that we have committed in our joint
statement to further deepen and broaden our
cooperation on several key international issues.

Our world views and interests align. We
share the same values: respect for freedom and
democracy, an unshakeable commitment to
justice, human rights, and the rule of law. We
are committed to the principles of gender
equality and women’s empowerment. We work
together for peace and security.

As we near the end of your time in office,
Mr. President, I would like to use this opportu-
nity to commend your leadership, not least on
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the challenges of climate change, the conclu-
sion of the Paris climate agreement, and on the
Arctic.

The population of Iceland is a thousand
smaller—a thousand times smaller than that of
the United States. As you might expect from
Viking-descended Northmen, we do not hide
behind our apparent lack of superpower status.
[Laughter] What we lack in manpower we
make up in volcanoes. [Laughter] We are still
figuring out how to aim them—{laughter]—
however, so bear with us. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to pro-
pose a toast: To the President, to the First La-
dy, to the people of the United States of Amer-
ica, and to the enduring friendship between
our peoples. Skdl!

[Prime Minister [6hannsson offered a toast.]

Prime Minister Rasmussen. Mr. President;
First Lady; dear colleagues from my neighbor-
ing countries; distinguished guests; ladies and
gentlemen: “Once, I was 7 years old, my mama
told me, go make yourself some friends or
you'll be lonely.” [Laughter] Those lyrics are
from the Danish singer Lukas Graham’s num-
ber-one hit song here in the U.S. And I'm a
lucky guy because my predecessors didn’t wait
for this song to be released before they actually
followed this advice.

And therefore, I'm so privileged and happy
to be here tonight, surrounded by friends from
the Nordic countries, but first and foremost,
you, Mr. President, and your fantastic and ded-
icated wife, Michelle, and all of your fellow
Americans. The United States is truly one of
Denmark’s closest friends.

The first time you invited me into the Oval
Office, Mr. President, you said that Denmark
is punching above our weight. It made me
proud. It made us Danes feel a little special.
Now, some 6 years later, I understand that not
only Denmark, but all the Nordic countries
punch above our weight. [Laughter] But nev-
ertheless, I'm still proud. [Laughter]

And I truly believe the same goes for my col-
leagues. So you can count on us. And you know
that. And that’s probably why we are all invited
here tonight, because we punch above our
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weight. And we will continue to do so. And after
tonight’s splendid dinner, we will definitely step
up into a whole new weight class. [Laughter]

The ties between the United States and the
Nordics are strong and go way back. As you
said, Nordic Vikings cross the Atlantic centu-
ries ago and discovered amazing America. And
ever since, millions have—and ever since, mil-
lions left our rainy and windy countries looking
for a new start in America. Many of them set-
tled in Minnesota. [Laughter] 1 guess the
weather there made them feel right at home.
[Laughter] And the Nordic settlers took part in
making America bright and beautiful.

Scarlett Johansson, of Danish descent, is just
a living proof of that. [Laughter] And the
Swedes and the Finns and the Icelanders did
their part too, contributing to the gene pool
that gave you Julia Roberts, Matt Damon, and
Uma Thurman. And the Norwegians, well,
they gave you Karl Rove—[laughter]—among
many other things. [Laughter]

So I guess it’s true to say that we have had a
certain impact on America—[laughter]—in
many different ways. So the good question is,
can we Nordics still contribute to America?
And the answer is a simple as it is famous: Yes,
we can!

Nordic architects like Bjarke Ingels contrib-
ute to transforming American cities with proj-
ects like the New York Dryline and the rede-
sign of the Smithsonian here in Washington,
based on a vision of making urban areas more
livable, smart, and sustainable. Both the U.S.
and the Nordic countries try to set positive
standards for the world of tomorrow, taking
the lead, so to speak.

And speaking of taking the lead, speaking of
leadership, it is easy to see the importance and
value of your leadership, Mr. President. So
without interfering in American politics, I can
truly and without a doubt say that you have
been the best President Europe never had.

Now your Presidency is coming to an end.
And T have something to admit. I'm very fond
of Donald too. [Laughter] I support him as a
President. He’s really smart, shows great lead-
ership skills, a true visionary. And I'm, of
course, talking about Donald Tusk, our Polish
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President of the European Council. [Laughter]
Which, in your absence, is the best President
Europe could have. [Laughter]

Well, being a role model is not always easy,
so I've heard. But you, Mr. President, have
come to represent a dream for millions of
Americans and people across the world. We
share a common vision of securing good, af-
fordable health care to all. And T greatly re-
spect your achievement in this regard. Your
leadership was also key to the Paris Agreement
on climate change last year. And we contin-
ue—well, both of us were disappointed after
Copenhagen, but then, we worked hard, and
finally, in Paris, we succeeded. And we contin-
ue our work together on the green transition.

And recently, Mr. President, you swept the
White House in the rainbow colors. Being the
first country on Earth to allow same-sex part-
nership, Denmark admires and supports your
fight for diversity and equal rights.

Nevertheless, your Presidency is slowly
coming to an end. So Congress will probably
try to block both of your initiatives in the time
to come. I guess that can be frustrating. Be-
lieve me, being leader of a very small minority
Government, I know that from personal expe-
rience. [Laughter] And if T may, allow me to
give you a piece of personal advice. When I get
too frustrated, I let off steam by cooking.
[Laughter] And I can recommend that. And if
you do take my advice, I think you could be in-
spired by the new Nordic cuisine. It already in-
volves edible rarities such as moss, bark, and
living ants. [Laughter] But maybe you could be
helpful in our search for a recipe for lame
duck. [Laughter]

Mr. President, you are a great friend and ally.
Sélrun and I will always be very happy to wel-
come you and your family in Copenhagen. And
Denmark would, as all the Nordic countries, I
believe, be honored to receive one of the most
inspirational and charming figures in America—
along with her husband, of course. [Laughter]

So, dear Michelle, dear Mr. President, la-
dies and gentlemen, let me propose a toast for
the strong relations between our nations, the
very special cross-Atlantic friendship between



U.S. and the Nordic countries. To friendship.
Skdl! Cheers!

[Prime Minister Rasmussen offered a toast.]

President Obama. The dinner is now served.
But I think we’ve just identified the next comic
for the White House Correspondents’ dinner.
[Laughter]

Enjoy, everybody. Thank you!

The President’s Weekly Address
May 14, 2016

The President. Hi, everybody. I've got a spe-
cial guest with me this week, Macklemore.
Now, for those of you who don’t share the
same love” for hip-hop that I do, he’s a Gram-
my-winning artist, but he is also an advocate
who’s giving voice to a disease we too often just
whisper about: the disease of addiction.

Musician Ben “Macklemore” Haggerty. Hey,
everybody. I'm here with President Obama be-
cause I take this personally. I abused prescrip-
tion drugs, and I battled addiction. If T hadn’t
gotten the help that I needed when I needed
it, I definitely would not be here today. And I
want to help others facing the same challenges
that I did.

The President. Now, drug overdoses now
take more lives every year than traffic acci-
dents. Deaths from opioid overdoses have tri-
pled since 2000. A lot of time, they're from le-
gal drugs prescribed by a doctor. So addiction
doesn’t always start in some dark alley, it often
starts in a medicine cabinet. In fact, a new
study released this month found that 44 per-
cent of Americans know someone who has
been addicted to prescription pain killers.

Macklemore. T didn’t just know someone, I
lost someone. My friend Kevin overdosed on
painkillers when he was just 21 years old. Ad-
diction is like any other disease. It doesn’t dis-
criminate. It doesn’t care what color you are,
whether you're a guy or a girl, rich or poor,
whether you live in a inner city, a suburb, or
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NOTE: The President spoke at 8:54 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Rep. John R. Lewis. Prime Minis-
ter J6hannsson referred to musician and actor
Bjork Gudmundsdéttir. Prime Minister Ras-
mussen referred to musician Lukas Graham
Forchhammer; actors Scarlett Johansson, Julia
Roberts, Matt Damon, and Uma Thurman; and
Karl Rove, former Deputy Chief of Staff and Se-
nior Adviser to President George W. Bush.

rural America. This doesn’t just happen to oth-
er people’s kids or in some other neighbor-
hood. It can happen to any of us.

The President. That's why just talking about
this crisis isn’t enough. We need to get treat-
ment to more people who need it. My adminis-
tration is working with communities to reduce
overdose deaths, including with medication.
We're working with law enforcement to help
people get into treatment instead of jail. And
under Obamacare, health plans in the market-
place have to include coverage for treatment.

Macklemore. 1 know recovery isn’t easy or
quick, but along with the 12-step program,
treatment has saved my life. And recovery
works. We need our leaders in Washington
fund it and for people to know how to find it.

The President. We all need to do more to
make that happen. T've asked Congress to ex-
pand access to recovery services and to give
first responders the tools they need to treat
overdoses before it’s too late. This week, the
House passed several bills about opioids,
which is great, but unless they also make in-
vestments in more treatment, it won’t get
Americans the help that they need.

On top of funding, doctors also need more
training about the power of pain medication
they prescribe and the risks that those pain
medications carry. Another way our country
can help those suffering in private is to make
this conversation public.

* White House note: “Same Love” is the title of Macklemore’s hit 2012 song about marriage equality.
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