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stability and predictability in our own region
benefits the entire NATO alliance.

And as close allies, we share common values.
And that is, of course, no coincidence. In 1814,
our Founding Fathers looked to America for
inspiration in drafting the Norwegian Constitu-
tion. Our common values remain steadfast:
freedom, democracy, equality, and human
rights. Our values reflect the nature of our
friendship and the partnership that we hold
dear.

Today’s U.S.-Nordic summit is a strong re-
minder of what we have achieved together.
But we know there’s more to be done. The
United States is a great power, and the five
Nordic countries have different roles to play in
the international arena, but we can achieve
great things when we pursue the same goals.

Mr. President, I would like to commend you
on your leadership. Your commitment to
achieving real progress in climate change was
essential for the Paris Agreement. American
leadership is key to ensuring the future of the
planet. We share your dedication to disarma-
ment and nuclear security. Nonproliferation,
disarmament, and arms controls are key ele-
ments of international security. And we will
support your request for bold new reductions
on a reciprocal basis to make the world safer.

Mr. President, in New York last year, the in-
ternational community established a roadmap
for the future by agreeing on the sustainable
development goals. If we make the right choic-
es, over the next 15 years, we can eradicate ex-

treme poverty, and we can have a fair and
more peaceful future. And we can do all this in
a way that safeguards the planet. Broad part-
nerships and innovative new approaches will
be needed to achieve these goals. The United
States and the Nordics will be in front. And we
know of few ventures that will provide a better
return than girls’ education. I greatly appreci-
ate the leadership of the First Lady, who has
provided in this cause. It’s a cause we share as
women and as mothers and as leaders.

Today’s summit is an important opportunity
to advance the U.S.-Nordic cooperation and to
reiterate the values that we share and the
truths that we hold for being self-evident. Be-
cause we are stronger and more effective to-
gether, let us ensure that the bonds between us
and our countries remain as powerful as they
are today. Thank you. 

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.
We’re going to go get to work. We’re very
grateful for the presence of our leaders here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:24 a.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House, where Presi-
dent Niinistö, Prime Minister Solberg, Prime
Minister Löfven, Prime Minister Rasmussen,
and Prime Minister Jóhannsson were accorded
a formal welcome with full military honors. In
his remarks, he referred to Swedish musician
Tim Bergling, known as “Avicii.” Prime Minis-
ter Solberg referred to the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization. 
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President Obama. Well, once again, I want
to welcome our Nordic partners. The last time
that we met together was 3 years ago in Swe-
den, and we had a very productive meeting
again here today.

As I said this morning, the United States is
grateful for the partnership that we have with

all the countries represented around this table.
They are, individually, not large countries in
terms of population, but in terms of effective-
ness, contributions, ideas, energy, they are
enormously important players on the interna-
tional stage. And the fact that our values and
our interests align make them one of our most
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important partners. So we very much want to
thank their presence.

Given the threats of terrorism, our Nordic
partners are making significant contributions
in the fight against ISIL, including more spe-
cial operations forces and aircrafts and trainers,
more assistance to stabilize areas that have
been liberated from ISIL and more humanitar-
ian assistance to Syrians and Iraqis.

We discussed our counterterrorism cooper-
ation, and that includes the need to share more
information. And I want to thank Denmark for
new commitments to the NATO mission in Af-
ghanistan.

Beyond our military campaign, we agreed
that we need to work together in support of a
political settlement to end the Syrian civil war.
And our countries will continue to work to-
gether to counter violent extremism and to
prevent people from being radicalized in the
first place.

I want to commend the contributions that
these countries have made in absorbing refu-
gees. And we had a significant discussion
around the issue of migrants and refugees. I
think it’s useful for the American press to un-
derstand that, although some of the absolute
numbers that are going into these respective
countries may not seem that large, when you
look at it on a per-capita basis, they are making
an enormously generous effort to help people
in great need. But it’s important for the world
to carry this burden alongside them and not al-
low any individual country to carry those bur-
dens alone, which is part of the reason why I’m
glad we’ll get strong cooperation and participa-
tion in the summit on refugees that I intend to
host in September in the margins of the U.N.
General Assembly.

With regard to European security, as we
head into the NATO summit in Warsaw, I’m
pleased that Denmark and Norway will be
joining the United States in contributing to an
enhanced, allied, forward presence to bolster
our collective defense in Europe. And all of
our nations agreed to increase cooperation be-
tween NATO and the EU.

We agreed on the need to continue to sup-
port Ukraine and maintain sanctions against

Russia until we can get a resolution, as was out-
lined in the Minsk agreements, and that those
need to be fully implemented.

We’re united in our concern about Russia’s
growing aggressive military presence and pos-
ture in the Baltic-Nordic region. We will be
maintaining ongoing dialogue and seek cooper-
ation with Russia, but we also want to make
sure that we are prepared and strong, and we
want to encourage Russia to keep its military
activities in full compliance with international
obligations.

As members of the EU, Denmark, Finland,
Sweden are strong supporters of T–TIP. I reaf-
firmed my intention to try to get this done be-
fore the end of the year. And we discussed the
importance of Europe’s energy security, in-
cluding diversification of suppliers and sources
and routes.

Our six nations remain strong partners in cli-
mate change, including the implementation of
the Paris Agreement and transitioning to a low-
carbon economy. And as Arctic nations, we
committed to conservation and sustainable de-
velopment that prioritize our efforts to combat
climate change. And we look forward to host-
ing the first-ever White House Arctic Science
Ministerial this fall to ensure that we’re work-
ing together on that issue.

And finally, all the leaders here are key part-
ners in global development. The Nordic coun-
tries are some of the few countries—and by
the way, the United States doesn’t fall into this
category of meeting the goals that had been set
with respect to foreign aid and humanitarian
assistance. And I’d like us to do even more.
They’re doing a great job. And the coordina-
tion in terms of global health security, in terms
of encouraging women’s education and inclu-
sion in economies, developing sustainable de-
velopment in poor countries, and eradicating
extreme poverty, as was outlined in the 2030
agenda—all these countries have been out-
standing leaders in this process. And one of the
things we discussed is how we can coordinate
better so that we get more effect from the
common contributions that we’re making in
that regard.
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So I thought this was a very useful and im-
portant conversation—although there was
probably too much agreement—[laughter]—to
make for as exciting a multilateral meeting as I
sometimes participate in.

With that, what I’d like to do is to turn it
over to Prime Minister Löfven, who is going to
be sharing, I think, for the group their perspec-
tive on how the meeting went.

Stefan.
Prime Minister Löfven. Thank you, Mr.

President. And thank you once again for invit-
ing us Nordic leaders to this summit. We ap-
preciate it very much.

We know that the United States and the
Nordic countries, we share a great history.
More than 11 million Americans have Scandi-
navian heritage. So we share that, but we also
share many values. And that was clear today.
Let me just give two examples.

First, we agree on the need of global re-
sponse to common challenges. And the
transatlantic link is more important than ev-
er. It is actually key to preserving European
and global security. And in times when basic
rules and norms of international standards
are contested, we stand side by side to de-
fend them. We will not recognize the illegal
annexation of Crimea or accept Russian ag-
gression in Ukraine. We are convinced that a
negotiated two-state solution in—is urgently
needed for peace and security for both Israel
and Palestine and will require actions and
responsibility.

We welcome the military progress made by
the coalition against Daesh, while seeking to
complement these efforts with strong political
and civilian support. We have also agreed to
work together to tackle the root causes of
forced migration. I believe that we need a
globally shared responsibility in handling the
flows of migration, and we welcome the U.S.-
led leaders’ summit on refugees in Septem-
ber, to which Sweden will seek to actively
contribute. And I will personally attend that
summit. I think it’s very, very important to
have a global perspective on the migration is-
sue.

The same goes for climate change. And I
applaud President Obama’s instrumental role
in pushing for the climate agenda and a clean
energy revolution in U.S. and globally. And
our Nordic countries will gladly both cooper-
ate and compete in the race to reduce emis-
sion. And I can also say that Sweden aims to
be the first fossil-free welfare nation in the
world.

Secondly, the U.S. and the Nordic countries
share the belief that the best foundation for
individual freedom are jobs, growth, and social
investments. To create jobs, we need free
trade, sustainable investment that embraces
innovation and new technology. That is why
I’m a staunch supporter of bringing the U.S.
and EU closer together through a strong
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
ship.

But with freedom comes also responsibility.
We strive for trade that is both free and fair,
enables social development, creates better
working conditions, and protects our environ-
ment. We share the belief that women’s em-
powerment and participation in the workforce
are necessary to achieve real, sustainable de-
velopment. Gender equality is both financially
smart and a fundamental matter of human
rights.

Our five countries have developed what has
been known as the Nordic welfare model to
enable more people to work, to increase gen-
der equality, and to create socially inclusive so-
cieties. And we are proud to see that those
ideas are also discussed and developed here in
the United States, with President Obama’s
strong efforts for affordable health care, social-
ly—social safety nets, and higher education
system for all.

I believe that seeing U.S. advance on these
issues will create new ripples of hope for all of
us who believe in social justice and individual
freedom. And as we have read in the Atlantic,
President Obama likes to say, if only everyone
could be like the Scandinavians, this would all
be easy. [Laughter] We don’t know about that.
But let me just add that we Scandinavians truly
enjoy cooperation with the United States to
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make life not only easier, but better and freer
for all.

Thank you very much.
President Obama. Thank you very much, ev-

erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organiza-
tion, also known as Daesh.

Joint Statement of the United States-Nordic Leaders Summit
May 13, 2016

Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Swe-
den, and the United States reaffirm our deep
partnership based on shared fundamental val-
ues.

Democracy, the rule of law, gender equality,
respect for human rights, and the protection
and equal treatment of all people without re-
gard to race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity unite the Nordic coun-
tries and the United States and serve as a natu-
ral basis for our cooperation. Transparency, ac-
countability and good governance, strong
market economies, free trade, shared prosperi-
ty, open space for civil society, and sustainable
development are keys to political stability and
social well-being. We reaffirm our commit-
ment to pursue these values and objectives and
to work together to encourage other countries
to do the same.

Building on the U.S.-Nordic meeting in
2013 in Stockholm, today we have pledged to
deepen our cooperation on key international
issues related to security and defense; migra-
tion and refugees; climate, energy and the Arc-
tic; and economic growth and global develop-
ment.

Security and Defense

The Nordic countries and the United States
stress the importance of upholding the Euro-
pean security order and the fundamental prin-
ciples of international law. Our countries are
committed to strengthening investments in de-
fense and military capabilities, as well as in di-
plomacy and regional cooperation, commensu-
rate with a more challenging security environ-
ment. The Nordic countries greatly value the
United States’ commitment to Europe and its
security. NATO remains key to transatlantic

and European security, and the contributions
of Sweden and Finland, including those they
make as NATO enhanced opportunity part-
ners, are highly valuable. The United States,
Denmark, Iceland, and Norway are committed
to building on NATO’s enhanced opportunity
partners’ framework in order to promote a
close political dialogue and military coopera-
tion between Finland and Sweden and NATO
Allies (28+2). Through their overlapping mem-
berships in NATO and the EU, the Nordic
states, and the United States take measures to
increase regional security that are mutually re-
inforcing and contribute substantially to stabil-
ity in Europe. The Nordic countries and the
United States strongly support closer coopera-
tion between NATO and the EU, and consider
new areas of practical cooperation between the
two to be a priority for the NATO Summit in
Warsaw in July.

We share with the Baltic States an interest
in strengthening the security and stability of
the Baltic Sea region. The United States wel-
comes Nordic Defense Cooperation and in-
tends to support its initiatives, including partic-
ipation in training, exercises, and creative
frameworks that deepen regional ties and pro-
mote security. We commit to improving our in-
dividual and collective capacity to withstand
hybrid threats and to leverage appropriate po-
litical, economic, and military tools to strength-
en national and regional resilience. In anticipa-
tion of the NATO Summit in Warsaw, Den-
mark and Norway are prepared to join the
United States in contributing to enhanced al-
lied forward presence. Concrete contributions
will be developed in consultations with NATO
allies in preparation for the NATO Summit.

The United States and the Nordic countries
share a firm conviction that there can be no
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