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Interest rates are so low, and there are so many
contractors and construction workers that are
underemployed at the moment that you can
actually get jobs done on time, on schedule. It
would give a boost to our overall economy, be-
cause we know that when we spend a dollar in
infrastructure, then we actually get a bigger
bang for the buck in terms of the economy
overall.

Surrounding businesses, suppliers, food
trucks—everybody does better. And it gives a
huge boost to the economy, and it lasts for a
long time. Think about the investments we
made in things like the Hoover Dam or the
Golden Gate Bridge or Metro. It’s a good thing
to do. And it, historically, was not, and should
not be, partisan. But if we have a mindset that
says whatever government is doing must be
bad, then these are going to be the results.

And it’s going to continue to get worse. It’s
already tough in poorer communities, like
Flint. But we’re seeing these kinds of infra-
structure problems spring up in communities
all across the country. And it doesn’t distin-
guish by race or by region. Everybody needs
roads. Everybody needs airports.

So, hopefully, this will prompt a conversa-
tion. The last thing I’m going to say about this:
This is a good example of making sure that the
candidates are speaking to this issue as you go
into the Presidential election. I’ve put forward
very specific proposals for how I would pay for
additional infrastructure investment. The
numbers add up. And so the question is, how
do the remaining candidates for the Presidency
intend to tackle this? How do Members of
Congress intend to tackle this? What’s the Re-
publican agenda for infrastructure? Do they
have one? How do they pay for it? Do they pay
for it by cutting Medicare or Medicaid? If they
do, that needs to be fleshed out. And the con-
sequences for working families needs to be ex-
plained.

All right? Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. in
the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton and Sen. Bernard Sanders, in their ca-
pacity as Democratic Presidential candidates.

The President’s Weekly Address
May 7, 2016

Hello, everybody. In our house, everybody
knows that President is only the third most im-
portant job in the family. So this weekend, I’m
going to take a little extra time to say thank you
to Michelle for the remarkable way she does
the most important job: being a mom. And I’m
going to give extra thanks to my mother-in-law
for the role model she’s always been to Mi-
chelle and the countless selfless ways in which
she’s helped Michelle and me raise Malia and
Sasha. I am incredibly lucky to have these won-
derful women to help me raise, love, and look
after our girls.

I hope you’ll also take a moment to say
thank you to the women in your life who love
you in that special way moms do. Biological
moms, adoptive moms, and foster moms; sin-
gle moms, grandmas, and godmothers; aunts,
mentors—whomever you think of when you

think of Mother’s Day. Or take a moment, like
I will, to remember the moms who raised us,
whose big hearts sustained us, and whom we
miss every day, no matter how old we get.

Giving flowers is always a good idea. But I
hope that on this Mother’s Day, we’ll recom-
mit ourselves to doing more than that:
Through deeds that match our words, let’s give
mothers the respect they deserve, give all
women the equality they deserve, and give all
parents the support that they need in their
most important roles.

That includes paid maternity leave and pa-
ternity leave, sick leave, accommodations for
workers who are pregnant, good health care,
affordable childcare, flexibility at work, equal
pay, and a decent minimum wage. We ask our
moms to do more than their fair share of just
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about everything. Making sure they’re treated
fairly is the least we can do.

The idea of setting aside a Sunday in May
for our mothers became an official holiday with
a congressional resolution a little more than a
hundred years ago. They did it on May 8, the
same day we’ll celebrate Mother’s Day this
year. If Congress can make a holiday, surely
they can back it up with the things that give it
meaning. After all, that’s what my mother
taught me. I couldn’t just say I was going to do
the right thing or say I agreed with it on princi-
ple, I had to actually do it.

So this Mother’s Day, say thank you, say I
love you, and let’s make sure we show that
gratitude and appreciation through acts of re-

spect throughout the year. No one deserves
that more than our moms.

Happy Mother’s Day, and have a great
weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:20 a.m. on May 6 in the Map Room
at the White House for broadcast on May 7. In
the address, the President referred to his
mother-in-law Marian Robinson. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 6, but was embargoed
for release until 6 a.m. on May 7. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Commencement Address at Howard University
May 7, 2016

The President. Thank you! Hello, Howard!
H–U!

Audience members. You know!
The President. H–U!
Audience members. You know!
The President. [Laughter] Thank you so

much, everybody. Please, please, have a seat.
Oh, I feel important now. [Laughter] Got a de-
gree from Howard. Cicely Tyson said some-
thing nice about me. [Laughter]

Audience member. We love you, President!
The President. I love you back.
To President Frederick, the Board of Trust-

ees, faculty and staff, fellow recipients of honor-
ary degrees, thank you for the honor of spend-
ing this day with you. And congratulations to the
class of 2016! Four years ago, back when you
were just freshmen, I understand many of you
came by my house the night I was reelected.
[Laughter] So I decided to return the favor—
[laughter]—and come by yours. [Laughter]

To the parents, the grandparents, aunts, un-
cles, brothers, sisters, all the family and friends
who stood by this class, cheered them on,
helped them get here today: This is your day as
well. Let’s give them a big round of applause as
well.

I’m not trying to stir up any rivalries here; I
just want to see who’s in the house. We’ve got
Quad? Annex. Drew. Carver. Slow. Towers.

Audience member. Meridian.
The President. And Meridian. Rest in peace,

Meridian. [Laughter] Rest in peace. [Laugh-
ter] I know you’re all excited today.

Audience members. Yes!
The President. You might be a little tired as

well.
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Some of you were up all

night making sure your credits were in order.
[Laughter] Some of you stayed up too late,
ended up at HoChi at 2 a.m. [Laughter] Got
some mambo sauce on your fingers. [Laugh-
ter]

But you got here. And you’ve all worked
hard to reach this day. You’ve shuttled be-
tween challenging classes and Greek life.
You’ve led clubs, played an instrument or a
sport. You volunteered, you interned, held
down one, two, maybe three jobs. You’ve made
lifelong friends and discovered exactly what
you’re made of. The “Howard Hustle” has
strengthened your sense of purpose and ambi-
tion, which means you’re part of a long line of
Howard graduates. Some are on this stage to-
day. Some are in the audience. That spirit of
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