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every problem on my own. I need a mother-in-
law who helps Michelle and me raise Malia
and Sasha. I need incredible staff who are car-
rying out our policies to sign people up for
health care. T've got to have our incredible
men and women in uniform who are willing to
go overseas and fight on behalf of our freedom.
I've got to have Governors and mayors who are
willing to work with me to get things done in
their States and in their cities.

And most of all, I need fellow citizens who
share the values that built this great country
and are willing to work with me and work to-
gether to make it better. I've said this before:
The most important office in a democracy is
the office of citizen. It’s more important than
the President, more important than any Sena-
tor or Governor or mayor. It is the idea that
each of us has something to contribute, each of
us has something to give back.

So, Flint, I'm here not just to say I've got
your back. I'm here not just to say that you will
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get help. I'm also here to say you've got power.
I'm also here to say you count. I'm also here to
say that you can make a difference and rebuild
this city better than ever. And youll have a
friend and partner in the President of the Unit-
ed States.

God bless you. God bless Flint. God bless
Michigan. God bless the United States of
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Northwestern High School. In
his remarks, he referred to Bilal Tawwab, su-
perintendent, Flint Community Schools; Tim-
othy Green, principal, Northwestern High
School; Isiah Britt, student, Buckland Mills El-
ementary School in Gainesville, VA; former
Emergency Manager Darnell Earley of Flint,
ML and Rigel J. Dawson, minister, North Cen-
tral Church of Christ in Flint, MI. He also re-
ferred to his mother-in-law Marian Robinson.

Statement on Holocaust Remembrance Day

May 4, 2016

Today, on Yom HaShoah, we solemnly re-
member the 6 million Jews and the millions of
others murdered by the Nazis during the Ho-
locaust.

On this day, we honor the memory of the
millions of individuals—the mothers and
daughters, fathers and sons, friends and neigh-
bors—who lost their lives during a time of un-
paralleled depravity and inhumanity. We reaf-
firm our ongoing responsibility as citizens and
as a nation to live out the admonition: “Never
forget. Never again.” And we commit ourselves
to preserving the memories of those who lived
through the horrors of the Shoah, so that their
experiences are not forgotten by our genera-
tion or by our children or grandchildren.

We also honor those who survived the Holo-
caust, many of them spared from death be-
cause of the righteous individuals who risked
their lives to save Jews and other victims from
Nazi persecution. The stories of these survivors
and their protectors remind us to confront per-
secution wherever it arises, and that silence

can be an accomplice to evil. They remind us
of our duty to counter the rising tide of anti-
Semitism, bigotry, and hatred that threaten the
values we hold dear: pluralism, diversity, and
the freedoms of religion and expression.
Today, and every day, we stand in solidarity
with the Jewish community both at home and
abroad. We stand with those who are leaving
the European cities where they have lived for
generations because they no longer feel safe,
with the members of institutions that have been
attacked because of their Jewish affiliations,
and with the college students forced to con-
front swastikas appearing on their campuses.
And we call upon all people of good will to be
vigilant and vocal against every form of bigotry.
When we recognize our interconnectedness
and the fundamental dignity and equality of ev-
ery human being, we help to build a world that is
more accepting, secure, and free. This is the best
way to honor the legacy we recognize on Yom
HaShoah and to fulfill our responsibilities to re-
pair our world from generation to generation.
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