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Statement on the Georgia Legislature’s Passage of Criminal Justice Reform
Legislation
April 27, 2016

I applaud Georgia, and Governor Nathan
Deal, for demonstrating that making our crimi-
nal justice system more fair is a bipartisan idea.
Georgia’s latest reform bill touches on school
discipline, correctional education for youth, the
accuracy of criminal records, fees and fines,

and occupational licensing. From the commu-
nity to the cell block to the courtroom, this bill
will both enhance justice and promote safety,
serving as an example for the Nation. I hope
Georgia’s progress will encourage Congress to
send me a significant criminal justice bill soon.

Remarks to College Reporters and a Question-and-Answer Session
April 28, 2016

[The President joined White House Press Sec-
retary Joshua R. Earnest’s briefing with college
reporters in progress.]

The President. Hey! 
Press Secretary Earnest. Oh, well——
The President. I hear there’s some hotshot

journalists here.
Press Secretary Earnest. Here, let me move

this—[inaudible].
The President. Josh was speaking for me,

and I wanted to make sure he was getting it
right. How’s it going, everybody?

Audience members. Good!
The President. Are you guys having an inter-

esting time here?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Was Josh thorough in his

briefing?
Audience member. Yes.
The President. Well, I heard you guys were

around today, so I wanted to stop by and say
hello. I also have a bit of breaking news for
you, and then I might take some questions.

I heard—overheard Josh talking about stu-
dent loans, and I know that’s a big priority for a
lot of your listeners and readers. And that’s one
of the reasons why my administration has spent
a lot of time focused on college affordability.
So we expanded Pell grants to make sure that
more young people could access it. We created
the “Pay As You Earn” program that ensures
that people can cap the amount that they’re re-
paying on their loans each month, and—so that

young people who want to go into jobs that
don’t—aren’t as lucrative are still able to pur-
sue their passions and their dreams while man-
aging their debt load.

Today I want to announce that we’re aiming
to enroll 2 million more people in “Pay As You
Earn” by this time next year, and you can find
out how at studentloans.gov/repay. That’s stu-
dentloans.gov/repay. And we’re also going to
be making some additional announcements
about how we’re going to get our agencies co-
ordinating so that, as young people are manag-
ing their student loan debt, there’s one-stop
shopping, they can figure out how to do it, and
they can make sure that there are consumer
protections in terms of how they’re being treat-
ed in the repayment process.

While I have you here, I might as well men-
tion a couple other things. [Laughter] You may
have heard that there is a Supreme Court va-
cancy. For those of you who have been study-
ing our system of government, we have three
branches, and one of the most important is the
judiciary. And right now our Supreme Court is
absent one sitting member, with the passing of
Justice Scalia. I’ve nominated an individual
named Merrick Garland, who’s currently the
Chief Judge on the DC Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, which is the second most important
court in the land. By all accounts, he’s ex-
tremely well qualified.

And traditionally, what’s happened is, is that
the Senate then, exercising its constitutional
duties of advise and consent, will meet with the
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judge and then have a hearing for him and
then have a vote. In part because politics have
gotten so polarized lately and the importance
of this seat, so far, at least, the Republican
leader on the Senate side, Mitch McConnell,
has refused to have the Republican caucus
meet with him and schedule an actual vote, al-
though, to their credit, there have been a num-
ber of Republicans who have broken ranks and
gone ahead and met with Judge Garland.

I mention this because I think it’s important
for all of you, while you’re in town, and many
of you who are going to end up being journal-
ists covering important national policy, to rec-
ognize that our system only works when, even
when we have big disagreements, even when
there are big policy disputes, there’s still a will-
ingness to follow the rules and treat people
fairly, especially those who are on the other
side of the debate. That’s something that’s
been lost a little bit in this town of late.

And as I said at my State of the Union Ad-
dress, my hope is, is that despite some of the
unusual rhetoric that we’ve been hearing dur-
ing this Presidential campaign, that it’s young
people like you who are going to restore that
sense of us being able to work together and
make this democracy function effectively. And
journalists are—play a critical role in that.
Sometimes, both Josh and I probably have our
disagreements with the press corps and feel
picked on or misunderstood—[laughter]—but
the truth of the matter is—and I’ve said this
before—what separates us out in part from a
lot of other countries in the world is, we’ve got
this incredible free press that pokes and prods
and calls into account our leaders. And that is
how we can make sure that leaders are ac-
countable to the people who elect them. And
that’s how we make sure that you don’t see ma-
jor abuses of power, and when you do, that, in
fact, the American people know about it and
are able to make changes.

And so you guys are going to have a critical
role, those of you who end up following jour-
nalism. I hope many of you do. I want to thank
the White House press corps, because I under-
stand they gave you a lot of time today. And
some of the best journalists in the country op-

erate here. I normally don’t say nice things
about them in front of them—[laughter]—but
I figured since they took the time to work with
you today, I wanted to make sure to acknowl-
edge the great work that they are doing.

All right? So with that, I’m going to take a
couple of questions. [Laughter]

All right, let’s see. We’ll start with that
young man right there in the black suit—or
blue, I guess. [Laughter] Well, no, no, right
here, right here in the red tie. But I may get
to—I may get to you too, so—[laughter].

Presidential Interview Request

Q. Mr. President, it’s a pleasure to meet
you. My name is Dan Corey, and I’m the edi-
tor in chief of the Daily Targum. It’s the sec-
ond oldest college newspaper in the United
States. And it serves the Rutgers University–
New Brunswick community.

The President. Outstanding.
Q. We recently ran a student referendum to

keep our presence on campus. We’ve asked
and we are allowed to continue publishing.
And we’re actually going to reach a historic 150
years of publication.

The President. Congratulations.
Q. Thank you very much. I’m also very ner-

vous right now, but—[laughter].
The President. You’re doing great so far.

[Laughter] Just never admit that you’re ner-
vous. [Laughter] Just pretend like this is rou-
tine. [Laughter]

Q. Well, in light of the news of you speaking
at our commencement, I was wondering,
would you be interested in being interviewed
by our newspaper? [Laughter]

The President. That’s a good use of your
time right there. [Laughter] I have to say that
normally I coordinate carefully with my press
team before we grant interviews, but I am fa-
vorably disposed towards giving you a little bit
of time. It may not be a really long interview,
but I figure we could give the college newspa-
per a little bit of——

Press Secretary Earnest. That’s a good idea.
The President. ——little bit of play. So all

right? Young lady, right here.



Administration of Barack Obama, 2016 / Apr. 28

519

Drinking Water Crisis in Flint, Michigan/In-
frastructure/Environment

Q. Mr. President, it’s an absolute pleasure.
My name is Emily Archacki reporting for the
Spectrum newspaper—[inaudible]—Sacred
Heart University. My question is, you an-
nounced the other day that you’ll be visiting
Flint, Michigan——

The President. Yes.
Q. ——based on a letter received from a

young girl. What are you planning to do during
your visit there? And have you heard from the
girl in response to your visit? And if possible,
after, may I take a photo with you? [Laughter]

The President. All right, the photo I can’t do,
because if I do, then I’ve got a long line.

Q. Okay, I figured that was the case.
The President. But I will be visiting Flint.

And obviously, since the news of the terrible
things that have been taking place there—the
lead in the drinking water and the potential
health hazards, as well as the people who were
responsible for the health and safety of those
residents not carrying out their duties the way
they need to—I think it’s important not only
for us to have responded as we have, with FE-
MA, and—that’s the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency that responds to a lot of prob-
lems like this—it’s important not only that we
are helping the city plan over the long term,
but I think it’s also important for me to shine a
spotlight on the fact that Flint, although ex-
treme, is not unique; that we have underinvest-
ed in some of our basic infrastructure that we
rely on for our public health. And hopefully, it
will give me a chance to speak to the Nation as
a whole about how we need to ensure that our
air is clean, our water is clean, and that our kids
are safe. And I hope I get a chance to meet that
young lady as well.

Q. Thank you.
The President. All right, young man right here.

The President’s Achievements/Presidential Li-
brary/President’s Plans After Leaving Office

Q. Hello, Mr. Obama, it’s a pleasure. I’m
Jessy Diamba from the University of North
Texas, and I just had two questions for you.

First of all, what is your proudest achievement
you’ve achieved here in these 8 years? And af-
ter January 20, what are your goals or plans af-
ter you leave the White House?

The President. Well, I’m proud of a lot of
stuff: providing health insurance to 20 million
people who didn’t have it and setting us on a
path where, hopefully, everybody has health
insurance that’s affordable and high quality.
I’m proud about the work we did to save the
economy. Because right after I came in, we
were in a freefall and could have experienced a
worldwide depression. I’m proud of the re-
forms we’ve done on Wall Street to make sure
that the recklessness that led to the crisis hope-
fully doesn’t happen again.

I’m proud of the work we’ve done in educa-
tion to make sure that millions of kids who pre-
viously couldn’t afford to go to college can, and
that in addition to the work we’ve done on stu-
dent debt and reducing that, we’ve also been
doing things to make it—the process of en-
couraging young people to go to college easier.
And I—this is a good time for me to give a
shout-out to the First Lady, who, as many of
you know, just this week had her annual sign-
up, getting young people to apply for the FAF-
SA form that is the gateway for you to be able
to get financial aid. She was up in New York,
but it was, I think, a thousand participants na-
tionwide who are helping to let young people
know, if are willing to work hard and have a vi-
sion for your future, then nothing is preventing
you from getting the kind of higher education
that you need.

So I’m proud of all that stuff. I—probably,
the thing I’m most proud of is that, mainly as
the assistant to Michelle Obama—[laughter]—
I’ve done—I’ve raised two daughters who are
amazing that—and I’m really, really proud of
them. And being able to do that while still fo-
cused on my job, I think, is something I’ll look
back on and appreciate.

I’m really busy right now, so I’m not think-
ing too much about after the Presidency. Typi-
cally, Presidents build libraries, but I’m more
interested in the programming, not just a
building. And I’m very confident that a lot of
the programming that I do will relate to young
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people and how I can encourage them to get
involved in civic life. All right?

Let’s see. I’m trying to alternate boy, girl,
boy, girl here—[laughter]—just to be fair.
Young lady right there, in the red. Yes, you.

Q. Hey, my name is——
The President. Hey! [Laughter]

Immigration Reform

Q. My name is Daniella Oropeza, and I’m
reporting for NewsWatch Ole Miss at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi. And pending the Su-
preme Court’s decision, will this administra-
tion take further action on immigration?

The President. As you know, we took some
initial steps to try to make a more rational,
smarter immigration process. Our immigration
system has been broken for quite some time.
On the one hand, you’ve had some serious
work by our administration and previous ad-
ministrations to slow the flow of undocument-
ed workers across the border, to strengthen
border security, to improve how we manage
the influx of folks who come in by air, and to
make sure that they’re not overstaying their vi-
sas and so forth.

On the other hand, we also want to remind
everybody, this is a nation of immigrants and
immigrants—immigration has been a source of
strength for our country and that we have peo-
ple here who may not have initially come here
legally, but have since that time put down
roots, raised families. They’re our neighbors,
they’re our friends. They may be, in some cas-
es, seeing their sons and daughters go off to
war in our country’s uniform, and that it
doesn’t make sense for us to simply pretend
like we’re going to send all those folks out, and
instead, we should bring them out of the shad-
ows and give them a chance to earn legal resi-
dence and ultimately citizenship.

So we put forward a plan. Part of it we were
able to implement: the “DREAM Act” kids
who we were able to make sure were treated
like the young Americans that they are. We
then had an additional program through ad-
ministrative action that the Supreme Court put
a stay on—or the lower courts put a stay on,
and is about to go to the Supreme Court. In

part, the process takes a long time generally.
With the Supreme Court one Justice short, it
will be interesting to see whether or not they
can come to a ruling or whether they’re—they
arrive at a tie, a 4–4 tie. We don’t know yet.
That’s pending.

In the meantime, we’re still implementing a
number of reforms and changes to make the
system—the legal immigration system smooth-
er, not as expensive, fairer to people, to treat
families with more respect. We have changed
our priorities in terms of enforcement so that
we’re not deporting and separating families as
much and more focused on going after crimi-
nals and people who pose a security threat to
the community. But our hands are a little bit
tied on some of the bigger things until the Su-
preme Court rules.

Now, even if we do all that, it’s critically im-
portant that we still push Congress to pass leg-
islation, because my Executive orders can be
overturned by the next President. And the only
way to have a permanent solution to this prob-
lem is for the kind of legislation to pass that we
saw the Senate actually pass on a bipartisan ba-
sis that would continue to strengthen border
security, but also give a pathway to citizenship
for those who had been here for quite some
time. That way we can be a nation of law and a
nation of immigrants, and it’s the right thing to
do. I’m not optimistic about us getting the leg-
islation done before I leave, given the makeup
of this Congress, but I think this is going to be
a major issue in the election, and I—people
need to pay attention to it.

All right, I’m going to take two more. Two
more questions. Let’s see. You’re all very good-
looking people, I’ve got to say [Laughter]
The—this gentleman over here. I haven’t for-
gotten about you over there. Go ahead.

Syrian Refugees

Q. My name is Alden Woods, I work for the
Indiana Daily Student at Indiana University.
My question is about the Syrian refugees.

The President. I thought you were going to
ask about basketball “rings.” [Laughter]

Q. We can do that if you want. [Laughter]
The President. No, go ahead.
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Q. As the deadline for your pledge to let in
10,000 Syrian refugees gets kind of closer,
starting to creep up on us, it looks kind of iffy
whether that’s going to be made. Do you have
any plans to speed up that flow or encourage
more Syrian refugees coming in the country?

The President. Well, we’re going to keep on
pushing. And part of what has made this chal-
lenging is that we want to make sure that we
can, as much as possible, provide the American
people an assurance that everybody here has
been vetted at a very high standard.

As you will recall, there was a lot of emo-
tions around our initial announcement that we
should be admitting some Syrian refugees, and
people making claims that somehow this would
be letting potential terrorists onto our shores.
The truth of the matter is, is that the refugee
process generally is much more rigorous in its
screening and its vetting than the average tour-
ist who comes in here. These are people who
themselves have been victims of terrorism and
victims of incredible violence and suffering at
the hands of the Asad regime in Syria.

It is the right thing to do. Our closest friends
and allies, like Canada, like Germany and other
European countries, as well as countries bor-
dering Syria, like Turkey and Jordan, have tak-
en on an enormous burden. And as the most
powerful nation on Earth, it’s important for us
to do our duty as well here, our humanitarian
obligation. And it’s important for us to send a
signal around the world that we care about
these folks.

So administratively, I think now we have the
process to speed it up. There are going—may
be efforts on the part of Congress to try to
block us, but our goal is to continue to try to
make the case to Congress and the American
people, this is the right thing to do. And we be-
lieve that we can hit those marks before the
end of the year.

More broadly, one of the things we’re going
to be doing is, at the United Nations, we’re go-
ing to convene at the margins of the United
Nations General Assembly, which takes place
in September every year. We’re going to try to
make sure that we have an international con-
ference around how we can deal with much

larger refugee flows generally. Some of them,
as a consequence of conflict, in some cases be-
cause of drought or other natural disasters,
there are about 60 million displaced people
around the world. And I’ve met with some of
them, not just in—those who are fleeing areas
like Syria, but also in Southeast Asia and parts
of Africa. And a lot of these folks are your age
or younger, have the same hopes, dreams, aspi-
rations, and have just been dealt a very bad
hand.

We can’t solve every problem in the world,
but we have to make sure that we take leader-
ship in trying to help stabilize their lives. Okay?

All right, I’ll take two more, because I prom-
ised that I was going to get that young man
who thought I had called on him. Yes, go
ahead.

College Affordability

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, for joining us
here today. My name is Sonali Seth, and I’m
from the University of Southern California,
here representing the Daily Trojan. In light of
your Pell grant announcement today, it seems
like a central tenet of your administration’s
strategy in addressing college affordability is
increasing access to grants and loans. How sus-
tainable would you say the strategy is in ad-
dressing the long-term rising trends of the cost
of college?

The President. That’s a great question. It is
not sustainable if the overall cost of college
keeps on going up as fast as it’s going up. So
one of the things that we have to do, even as
we make sure that we’re providing more access
to grants, keeping loans manageable, interest
rates at a reasonable level, we still have to work
with colleges and universities to figure out new
ways to reduce costs. And we’ve actually seen
universities around the country begin experi-
ments that are having some impact. I’ll just
give you a couple of examples.

I made an announcement a while back
about our initiative for making the first 2 years
of community college free. That’s something
that is affordable for most States to do, and we
are prepared to help with Federal support. If
we are able to do that—and we could just close
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a few loopholes that corporations currently use
to avoid paying taxes to pay for it—then for a
large proportion of young people who either
get their primary secondary school education
from a community college or started at com-
munity college and then transferred to a 4-year
university for graduation, their costs are being
cut anywhere from half to a hundred percent,
down to zero. And this is something achiev-
able.

Now, Congress has not moved on our pro-
posal. But what we’ve also seen is that there
have been 27 jurisdictions around the country
that have taken us up on this challenge and are
doing it themselves, are figuring out ways to
make this happen. So that’s an—one example.

A second example. Some of you, because I
can tell that you guys were high-achieving,
type A folks—[laughter]—unlike the kind of
slacker kid that I was—[laughter]—some of
you, I suspect, were taking college-credit
courses while you were in high school. And
what we’ve seen is, a number of high schools
systems—or public school systems partner
with community colleges and universities so
that they make arrangements. You start taking
your college credits while in high school, and
you extend your—what seems like high school
for an extra year, and when you graduate, you
now have an associate’s degree, so you have the
equivalent of a community college degree.
When you then go to a 4-year institution, you
have enough credits that you can graduate in 3
years instead of 4. That, again, by eliminating 1
year, means that you’ve just reduced your costs
significantly.

There’s been discussion of how can we use
technology to cut costs. Are there ways in
which we can take the best practices of online
learning and make that more accessible for
young people who may not have the luxury of
being on a campus for 4 years with room and
board, might have to work part time because
they need to help their families or support
themselves? Are there ways that we can make
that work?

And we have to be careful about that be-
cause there have been some for-profit institu-
tions that, frankly, haven’t done a very good

job. They take the money, but the young per-
son who—who’s taking classes with them
doesn’t end up getting a degree that’s useful
for them getting a job, and then they have
problems repaying their loans. But there’s no
doubt that, if done well, that technology poten-
tially can reduce costs.

And then we’re talking to colleges and uni-
versities about what are the contributors to
these higher costs. And this may be sensitive to
some folks, but I’ve said this before: If you
have the option of cutting your college costs in
half, but your dorm rooms aren’t quite as nice,
or the sports facilities or the student center or
the cafeteria aren’t as good, is that a deal
you’re willing to take? And can we figure out
how to empower more parents and more stu-
dents to demand a lower cost option that still
gives you a great education, but maybe doesn’t
have all the bells and whistles to it.

And that’s part of the reason why we’ve put
forward this college report card. The idea is
just—it provides you online data so that as
you’re selecting a college or university that
you’re able to see, all right, what are the costs,
what are the graduation rates—all the indica-
tors and benchmarks of getting good value for
what you’re spending.

And this has been a long-term trend of ever-
rising college costs. The good news is, is that
through the work that we’ve done over the last
several years, we’ve started to see some good
trends. Delinquencies, hardship deferrals, de-
faults on student loans have started to go in
the—a better direction. They were skyrocket-
ing. Some of that is the improvement of the
economy generally; some of it is some of the
policies that we’ve engaged in. But we’re going
to have to keep on working with universities to
make sure that we’re doing a smarter, better
job in order for the people who are coming be-
hind you to be able to afford college. All right?

Last question. The gentleman right there.

U.S. Political System/Campaign Finance Re-
form/Voter Participation

Q. Hi, Mr. President. Earlier today we
spoke about——

The President. What’s your name?
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Q. Patrick Forrest from the Fresno City
College Rampage.

The President. From the what?
Q. Fresno City College, the Rampage.
The President. Fresno City College. Fantas-

tic.
Q. Earlier today we talked—one thing we

talked about was civic engagement and a line
you used in the State of the Union Address of
“don’t give into the cynicism of the day.”

The President. Right.
Q. A poll released by Reuters yesterday

shows that nearly half of Americans feel that
the elections are rigged in some way.

The President. Yes.
Q. Do you—is there any goal or plan for the

administration to help revitalize the faith in de-
mocracy that is seemingly lacking?

The President. Well, you know what, this is
something that I’ve tried to do ever since I got
into public office. As you know, I came into
this work as a community organizer and strong-
ly believed that our democracy only works
when people participate.

There are a lot of forces that feed cynicism.
And there’s no dispute that our democracy is
not working as well as it should. I can tell you
some of the reasons for that. One of it is that
we have set up a system for electing State legis-
latures and Members of Congress that involve
the drawing of district lines that are gerryman-
dered. For those of you who are unfamiliar
with the phrase, it basically means that those
who are already in power draw the maps in
such a way where they can be assured that
these are either going to be Democratic seats
or Republican seats. And what that’s done is,
it’s made very few seats competitive.

So, for example, in the last election, in 2012,
Democrats actually cast substantially more
votes in congressional elections, but ended up
with substantially fewer seats. And the reason
for that is, in 2010, when the census was done
and redistricting of congressional and House
legislative seats were drawn, Republican Gov-
ernors and Republican majorities were respon-
sible for drawing most of the seats.

Now, I want to be clear, Democrats aren’t
blameless on this either. But California, for ex-

ample, has gone to a process of nonpartisan
districting. The advantage there is not only do
you make more seats competitive, but it also
means that politicians have to compete for ev-
erybody’s votes because they’re not in safe
seats, they’re not in a safely Republican district
or a Democratic district. And what that does is,
it means they’ve got to not just appeal to the
extremes of their party.

Part of the reason we’ve seen polarization
and gridlock here in Washington is because
there’s been this great sorting, and Democrats
have moved much further—have moved left.
Republicans have just gone way to the right.
And it’s harder then to compromise, because
Members of Congress—and this same thing is
true in State legislatures—are always looking
over their shoulder seeing if somebody in their
own party might challenge them. And then, the
system doesn’t work.

So that’s a big chunk of why people are cyni-
cal—because they feel like their don’t—their
votes don’t count. And if you draw districts that
are ironclad one party or another, then they’re
not entirely wrong.

Another reason that people are cynical is
money in politics. The Supreme Court issued a
ruling, Citizens United, that allowed super
PACs and very wealthy individuals to just fi-
nance all these ads that you guys see on TV all
the time. Half the time, nobody knows who’s
funding them. And that makes you cynical
partly because most of this money is spent on
negative ads. And so you’re just hearing con-
stantly how horrible everybody is. That will
make you feel pretty bad about the political
process.

And I’m a strong believer in finding ways in
which we can make the financing of campaigns
more democratic. Now, we’ve seen some inter-
esting work being done, for—you’ve got to give
Bernie Sanders, for example, credit, building
off some of the work that I did. I, in turn, built
off the work that Howard Dean did for smaller
donations, grassroots donors to be able, in
small contributions, to allow candidates to be
competitive.

But I think that we don’t want to leave that
to chance. And that’s much harder to do for
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Members of Congress who are lower profile so
they don’t get the sort of viral presence that al-
lows them to raise that kind of money to com-
pete. So we’re going to have to solve money in
politics.

You as journalists are going to have a role to
play in reducing cynicism. It is very hard to get
good stories placed. People will assign you sto-
ries about what’s not working. It’s very hard for
you to write a story about, wow, this thing real-
ly works good.

And just to take the Federal Government as
an example, every day, I’ve got 2 million peo-
ple who work for the Federal Government—
whether in our military, our law enforcement,
our environmental protection, helping veter-
ans, et cetera—and they are doing great work.
And you rely on it in all kinds of ways, includ-
ing when you check the weather, because you
can thank the National Weather Service for
putting satellites up so your smartphones tell
you whether to bring an umbrella or not.
[Laughter] But we just take that for granted.

And if, out of those 2 million employees, one
person screws up somewhere—which, every
day, you can count on somebody out of 2 mil-
lion people probably doing something they
shouldn’t be doing—that’s what’s going to get
reported on. Now, that helps keeps Govern-
ment on its toes and accountable. But one of
the things we have to think about is, how do we
tell a story about the things we do together that
actually work so that people don’t feel so cyni-
cal overall?

But look, here’s the bottom line, is that—
let’s take the political process. As cynical as ev-
erybody is, and everybody is always trying to
come up with these radical new plans to try to
fix our democracy, and we need to do this, and
we need to do that, the truth is, is that part of
the reason why our Government doesn’t work
as well is because in a good Presidential year,
slightly more than half the people vote who are
eligible, and the other half don’t. And during
an off-year election, when the President is not
at the top of the ticket and people aren’t get-
ting as much attention, 40 percent of the peo-
ple vote.

Now, this system doesn’t work if people opt
out. And the easiest cure, the simplest cure for
what ails our democracy is everybody voting.
Now, it’s true that there are some States that
purposely make it hard for people to vote.
We’re the only major democracy in the world
that actively makes it hard for people to vote.
And so you should be—particularly as—in
your student newspapers, as you go back to
your home States—you should be asking, why
is it that we have laws that are purposely mak-
ing it harder for people to vote, purposely mak-
ing it harder for young people to vote.

And there’s a political agenda there. The
people in power don’t want things to change.
They want cynicism, because obviously the ex-
isting system, as frustrating as it is for every-
body else, works for them. Well, if you want to
upend that, we’ve got to vote.

But even in those States that purposely
make it harder to vote, the truth of the matter
is, on your college campuses, half the folks,
maybe two-thirds of the folks who don’t vote,
don’t vote because they’re just not paying at-
tention. They don’t consider it important. And
they’re not willing to take the 15 minutes or
half hour that it takes to make sure that you’re
registered and make sure you actually vote.

Well, if you care about climate change, you
care about college costs, you care about career
opportunities, you care about war and peace
and refugees, you can’t just complain. You’ve
got to vote. And what’s interesting is, is young
people as a voting bloc are the least likely to
vote, but when you do vote, have the biggest
impact on elections.

During a Presidential year, young people ac-
count for, like, 19 percent of the total vote.
During an off-year election, when folks aren’t
paying as much attention, they account for 12
percent. And that means that the kinds of can-
didates that get elected and the priorities that
they reflect are entirely different, just based on
whether or not you guys are going to the polls.

So don’t let people tell you that what you do
doesn’t matter. It does. Don’t give away your
power. That should be the main message that
you deliver all the time. And it doesn’t matter
whether it’s—you’re a Republican, Democrat,
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Independent; whether you’re conservative on
some issues, liberal on others. If you partici-
pate and you take the time to be informed
about the issues, and you actually turn out and
your peers turn out, you change the country.
You do. It may not always happen as fast as
you’d like, but you’ll change it.

So I’ll keep on talking about this even after I
leave the Presidency. I’m—this is—you got me
started. I went on a rant, didn’t I? [Laughter]

All right. So I’m counting on you guys. Don’t
let me down, all right? Don’t let the country
down. You guys are going to be delivering the
message to your peer group that this is the
greatest country on Earth, but only because we
have great citizens who are willing to invest
their time and energy and effort to become in-

formed on the issues, to argue about it in a re-
spectful way, and to try to collectively solve the
many challenges that we face.

The good news is, is that there are no challeng-
es, as JFK said, that “man creates that man can’t
solve.” I would add women to that. [Laughter]

All right? Good luck, guys. Bye-bye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:53 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Flint, MI, resident Mari Copeny; President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria; Sen. Bernard Sanders,
in his capacity as a Democratic Presidential
candidate; and former Gov. Howard B. Dean
of Vermont, in his capacity as a 2004 Demo-
cratic Presidential candidate.

Statement on the Observance of Orthodox Easter
April 29, 2016

Michelle and I extend our best wishes to
members of the Orthodox Christian communi-
ty here in America and around the world as
they observe Holy Friday and the Feast of the
Resurrection.

For Orthodox Christians, this is a time to re-
member the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, to rejoice
in the victory of the resurrection, and to be
transformed by the renewing of our minds in
accordance with God’s will.

We lift up in prayer the members of the Or-
thodox community who have been persecuted
for their faith and subjected to unspeakable

acts of violence, and we seek the release of
those who have been kidnapped. We remem-
ber those who have been driven from their
homelands and who have seen their religious
institutions desecrated or destroyed. And we
stand in solidarity with Orthodox Christians
and people of all faiths and pledge to continue
our work to ensure that all people are able to
live in peace, justice, and freedom.

During this season of hope, we remember
that the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. We wish all who
celebrate a blessed Easter.

Remarks at the White House International Jazz Day Concert
April 29, 2016

The President. Well, good evening, everybody! 
Audience members. Good evening.
The President. Welcome to the White

House! Good-looking crowd. For 5 years, In-
ternational Jazz Day’s main event has been cel-
ebrated around the world, from Istanbul to
Osaka to Paris. So we couldn’t be prouder that
this year jazz comes back home to America. I
want to thank UNESCO, its Director General,
Irina Bokova, and the Thelonious Monk Insti-

tute for helping us to put on this unbelievable
event. I also want to thank someone who has
been a great friend to me and Michelle:
UNESCO Ambassador, legendary jazz musi-
cian, and all-around cool cat, Herbie Hancock.
And our emcee for the evening, who some
people think has a pretty good voice, Morgan
Freeman.

In 1964, Dizzy Gillespie ran for President—
this is a true story—and he said, “When I am
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