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morning we played “Purple Rain” and “Deliri-
ous” just to get warmed up—[laughter]—be-
fore we left the house for important bilateral
meetings like this. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Cameron. As a fan of great
music, the Ambassador has brought a lot of
brilliant talent.

President Obama. Absolutely.
Prime Minister Cameron. Let me just an-

swer: I’ve been to North Carolina many years
ago and enjoyed it. I have not yet made it to
Mississippi, but one day I hope to. The guid-
ance that we put out, the Foreign Office, gives
advice on travel, and it obviously deals with
laws in situations as they are, and it tries to give
that advice dispassionately, impartially. But it’s
very important that it does so. And it’s some-
thing that a lot of attention is given to.

Our view on any of these things is that we
believe that we should be trying to use law to
end discrimination rather than to embed it or
enhance it. And that’s something we’re com-
fortable saying to countries and friends any-
where in the world. But obviously, the laws
people pass is a matter for their own legisla-
tures. But we make clear our own views about
the importance of trying to end discrimination,
and we’ve made some important steps forward

in our own country on that front, which we’re
proud of.

With that——
President Obama. All good?
Prime Minister Cameron. Thank you very

much.
President Obama. Thank you very much, ev-

erybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 5 p.m. at 10 Downing Street. In his remarks,
the President referred to Queen Elizabeth II
of the United Kingdom and her husband
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh; White
House Deputy Chief of Staff Anita J. Decker
Breckenridge; President Vladimir Vladimirov-
ich Putin of Russia; President Bashar al-Asad
of Syria; and U.S. Ambassador to the United
Kingdom Matthew W. Barzun. He also re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization, also known
as Daesh. Prime Minister Cameron referred to
U.S. Secretary of State John F. Kerry. A re-
porter referred to Donald J. Trump, chairman
and chief executive officer, Trump Organiza-
tion, in his capacity as a Republican Presiden-
tial candidate.

Statement on Armenian Remembrance Day
April 22, 2016

Today we solemnly reflect on the first mass
atrocity of the 20th century, the Armenian
Meds Yeghern, when one and a half million
Armenian people were deported, massacred,
and marched to their deaths in the final days of
the Ottoman Empire.

As we honor the memory of those who suf-
fered during the dark days beginning in
1915—and commit to learn from this tragedy
so it may never be repeated—we also pay trib-
ute to those who sought to come to their aid.
One such individual was U.S. Ambassador
Henry Morgenthau, Sr., who voiced alarm
both within the U.S. Government and with Ot-
toman leaders in an attempt to halt the vio-
lence. Voices like Morgenthau’s continue to be
essential to the mission of atrocity prevention,

and his legacy shaped the later work of human
rights champions such as Raphael Lemkin,
who helped bring about the first United Na-
tions human rights treaty.

This is also a moment to acknowledge the
remarkable resiliency of the Armenian people
and their tremendous contributions both to the
international community as well as to Ameri-
can society. We recall the thousands of Arme-
nian refugees who decades ago began new lives
in the United States, forming a community that
has enormously advanced the vitality of this
Nation and risen to prominence and distinc-
tion across a wide range of endeavors. At a mo-
ment of regional turmoil to Armenia’s south,
we also thank the people of Armenia for open-
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ing their arms to Syrian refugees, welcoming
nearly 17,000 into their country.

As we look from the past to the future, we
continue to underscore the importance of histor-
ical remembrance as a tool of prevention, as we
call for a full, frank, and just acknowledgment of
the facts, which would serve the interests of all
concerned. I have consistently stated my own
view of what occurred in 1915, and my view has
not changed. I have also seen that peoples and
nations grow stronger and build a foundation for

a more just and tolerant future by acknowledging
and reckoning with painful elements of the past.
We continue to welcome the expression of views
by those who have sought to shed new light into
the darkness of the past, from Turkish and Ar-
menian historians to Pope Francis. 

Today we stand with the Armenian people
throughout the world in recalling the horror of
the Meds Yeghern and reaffirm our ongoing
commitment to a democratic, peaceful, and
prosperous Armenia.

Statement on the Observance of Passover
April 22, 2016

Michelle and I send our best wishes to ev-
eryone celebrating Pesach in the United
States, in the State of Israel, and around the
world.

One of Passover’s most powerful rituals is its
tradition of storytelling: millions of Jewish fam-
ilies, friends, and even strangers sitting togeth-
er and sharing the inspirational tale of the Exo-
dus. Led by a prophet and chased by an army,
sustained by a faith in God, and rewarded with
deliverance, the Israelites’ journey from bond-
age to the Promised Land remains one of his-
tory’s greatest examples of emancipation. This
story of redemption and hope, told and retold
over thousands of years, has comforted count-
less Jewish families during times of oppression,
echoing in rallying cries for civil rights around
the world.

Mah nishtana halailah hazeh? For Michelle
and me, this Passover is different from all oth-
er Passovers because it will mark our last Seder

in the White House, a tradition we have looked
forward to each year since hosting the first-ev-
er White House Seder in 2009. We will join
millions around the world to celebrate re-
demption at God’s mighty hand and pray for
those who still are denied their freedom. We
dip the greens of renewal in saltwater to recall
the tears of those imprisoned unjustly. As we
count the Ten Plagues, we spill wine from our
glasses to remember those who suffered and
those who still do. And as we humbly sing day-
enu, we are mindful that even the smallest
blessings and slowest progress deserve our
gratitude.

Passover gives us all a special opportunity to
renew our belief in things unseen even as the
future remains uncertain. May this season in-
spire us all to rededicate ourselves to peace
and freedom for all of God’s children. From
our family to yours, chag sameach.

The President’s Weekly Address
April 23, 2016

Hello, everybody. Today, there are some
2.2 million people behind bars in America.
Millions more are on parole or probation. All
told, we spend 80 billion taxpayer dollars each
year to keep people locked up. Many are serv-
ing unnecessarily long sentences for nonvio-
lent crimes. Almost 60 percent have mental
health problems. Almost 70 percent were reg-

ular drug users. And as a whole, our prison
population is disproportionately Black and La-
tino.

Now, plenty of people should be behind
bars. But the reason we have so many more
people in prison than any other developed
country is not because we have more criminals.
It’s because we have criminal justice policies,
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