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to end this civil war, as our GCC partners
agree: a transitional governing body, a new
Constitution with free elections, including a
transition away from Asad.

With regard to Yemen, we urged all parties
to abide by the cessation of hostilities so that
humanitarian aid can be reached to the Yeme-
ni people and the peace process can proceed.
With regard to Libya, we agreed to keep build-
ing support for the new national unity Govern-
ment.

Given the ongoing threats in the region, the
United States will continue to increase our se-
curity cooperation with our GCC partners, in-
cluding helping them improve their own ca-
pacity to defend themselves.

And I thanked our GCC partners for their
support of the comprehensive deal that has
now cut off every single one of Iran’s pathways
to a nuclear weapon. That makes the region
safer. We’ll remain vigilant to ensure that Iran
fulfills its commitments, just as we will fulfill
ours.

Even with the nuclear deal, we recognize
collectively that we continue to have serious
concerns about Iranian behavior. Our nations
committed to continuing to interdict illegal
Iranian arms shipments in the region, impose
costs on Iran for its ballistic missile program,
and oppose Iran’s destabilizing activities in the
region.

At the same time, as I said at Camp David
last year, none of our nations have an interest
in conflict with Iran. We welcome an Iran that
plays a responsible role in the region, one that
takes concrete, practical steps to build trust
and resolve its differences with its neighbors

by peaceful means and abides by international
rules and norms.

And finally, even as these summits focus on
security issues, it remains the case that true
and lasting security also depends on gover-
nance and an economy that serves all its citi-
zens and respects universal human rights. And
with this in mind, the United States and the
GCC will launch a new high-level economic di-
alogue with a focus on adjusting to lower oil
prices, increasing our economic ties, and sup-
porting GCC reforms as they work to provide
jobs and opportunities to their young people
and all of their citizens.

So again, I want to thank His Majesty and all
of our GCC partners for this very successful
summit. When we look back on the past year, a
lot has gotten done. I’m confident that a year
from now we will be able to say that because of
these actions, all of our nations are more
peaceful and more secure and more prosper-
ous. And it underscores the enduring friend-
ship and partnership between the United
States and the countries that are represented
around this table.

Thank you for your hospitality.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
3:55 p.m. in Conference Hall 1 at Diriyah Pal-
ace. In his remarks, he referred to Secretary
General Abdul Latif bin Rashid Al Zayani of
the Gulf Cooperation Council; and President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria. He also referred to the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization, also known as Daesh. King
Salman spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement—United States-Gulf Cooperation Council Second Summit
Leaders Communique
April 21, 2016

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

At the invitation of King Salman ibn Abdu-
laziz, heads of State and Government of the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member
countries and the United States convened to-

day in Riyadh to reaffirm the GCC-U.S. strate-
gic partnership in pursuit of a stable, secure,
and prosperous region. They reviewed the sub-
stantial progress made since the first GCC-
U.S. Summit in May 2015 at Camp David, in-
cluding measures to strengthen GCC-U.S. co-
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operation and deepen the partnership between
the GCC and the United States. Recognizing
the scope of the region’s challenges, leaders al-
so committed to urgently undertake additional
steps to intensify the campaign to defeat the Is-
lamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, Dae-
sh) and al-Qa’ida; de-escalate and seek to re-
solve regional conflicts; strengthen GCC states’
capacity to address external and internal
threats; and address Iran’s destabilizing activi-
ties, while also working to reduce regional and
sectarian tensions that fuel instability.

Stabilizing the Region

The leaders discussed a shared vision for ad-
dressing the most pressing conflicts in the re-
gion, welcoming the important progress
achieved since the Camp David summit, while
also underscoring the need to solidify gains. To
build on this progress, leaders reaffirmed their
support for the common principles decided at
Camp David, including a shared recognition
that there is no military solution to the re-
gion’s armed civil conflicts, which can only be
resolved through political and peaceful
means; respect for all states’ sovereignty and
non-interference in their internal affairs; and
the need for inclusive governance in conflict-
ridden societies as well as protection of all mi-
norities and of human rights.

The leaders expressed solidarity with the
Syrian people and emphasized the importance
of the full implementation of U.N. Security
Council Resolution 2254, to include immedi-
ate humanitarian access to besieged and hard-
to-reach areas and the release of any arbitrarily
detained persons. Leaders also emphasized
their resolve to strengthen the cessation of hos-
tilities. They reaffirmed the need for a political
transition away from Bashar Asad that pre-
serves state institutions and sustains renewed
focus on the fight against ISIL and the Nusrah
Front.

The GCC and United States also expressed
their deep concern for the plight of refugees
and internally displaced persons. They wel-
comed plans by the United States to convene a
High-Level Summit on Refugees in Septem-
ber 2016, recognizing the opportunity it af-

fords to galvanize additional international sup-
port. Ahead of that Summit, the United States
and GCC countries underscored the need to
provide additional assistance for refugees.

The leaders encouraged additional Iraqi
progress toward reducing sectarian tensions
and promoting inclusive governance and rec-
onciliation among all Iraqis, including by ur-
gently addressing the legitimate grievances of
all components of Iraqi society through the
implementation of reforms. The leaders
pledged to intensify support for Iraqi measures
to put ISIL on a path to a lasting defeat. They
called for intensified efforts to stabilize territo-
ry liberated from ISIL and deliver additional
aid to Iraq’s refugees and IDPs.

The leaders welcomed the cessation of hos-
tilities in Yemen, pledged to support it, and
urged all Yemeni parties to also abide by it.
They expressed continued strong support for
U.N. envoy Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed’s work
and emphasized the importance of achieving
progress in talks convening in Kuwait. They
urged all parties to make the difficult decisions
necessary to achieve a durable, inclusive politi-
cal settlement of the conflict, according to the
terms of UNSCR 2216 (2015), GCC Initiative,
and Yemen’s National Dialogue Outcomes.
Acknowledging the tremendous human pain
and suffering of the Yemeni people, GCC
leaders pledged to further facilitate the unim-
peded, timely delivery of humanitarian assis-
tance, food, medicine, fuel, and commercial
goods to all of Yemen, as rapidly as possible.
They also undertook to support the long-term
reconstruction of Yemen, including through its
economic integration with the GCC econo-
mies.

Regarding Libya, leaders welcomed the re-
cent seating of the Government of National Ac-
cord in Tripoli. They expressed the strong view
that all Libyans throughout the country must
overcome attempted obstructions by spoilers, re-
spect the Government’s authority and legitima-
cy, and embrace this important opportunity for a
peaceful and more prosperous future. The GCC
and United States called on the international
community to assist the Government of National
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Accord’s work addressing the challenges facing
Libya, including the grave threat posed by ISIL.

The GCC countries and United States also
underscored the necessity of resolving the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict on the basis of a just,
lasting, comprehensive peace agreement that
results in a sovereign and contiguous Palestin-
ian state living side-by-side in peace and secu-
rity with Israel. Toward that end, the leaders
reaffirmed the enduring importance of the
2002 Arab Peace Initiative and determined to
remain closely coordinated on efforts to en-
courage the parties to demonstrate—through
policies and actions—their commitment to a
two-state solution.

Defeating ISIL and al-Qa’ida

Underscoring their shared commitment to
defeat terrorism in all of its forms, both the
GCC and United States welcomed progress re-
versing ISIL’s territorial gains in Iraq and Syr-
ia. The United States welcomed GCC mem-
bers’ participation in and support for the inter-
national Counter-ISIL coalition and com-
mended the rigorous efforts by GCC member
states to prevent terrorist attacks, including by
bolstering information sharing on foreign ter-
rorist fighters, as well as actions by Gulf part-
ners to counter ISIL’s hateful ideology and
message, and more broadly to counter violent
extremism. Expressing concern at attempts by
al-Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula and ISIL to
take advantage of the vacuum of authority in
Yemen, they emphasized the importance of ac-
tions to counter this threat in parallel with
progress reaching a political settlement of the
conflict. Leaders received an update on the re-
cently-formed Islamic Counterterrorism Coali-
tion, and pledged to further strengthen their
counterterrorism partnership.

Iran and Regional Stability

The United States and the GCC states reit-
erated support for the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) with Iran, noting that
successful implementation of the JCPOA, thus
far, has blocked Iran’s pathways to a nuclear
weapon and enhanced regional security and

stability. Leaders reaffirmed the need to re-
main vigilant about addressing Iran’s destabi-
lizing actions in the region, including its ballis-
tic missile program and support for terrorist
groups such as Hizballah and other extremist
proxies, in Syria, Yemen, Lebanon, and else-
where. To help inform a shared approach to
those activities, the GCC and the United
States pledged to increase information sharing
on Iran and other asymmetric threats in the re-
gion. GCC countries also committed to redou-
ble their engagement on U.S. offers of mari-
time security cooperation, and to expeditiously
reach consensus on steps necessary to imple-
ment an integrated ballistic missile defense
early warning system. The United States and
the GCC stressed the need for broader dia-
logue to resolve the region’s conflicts, as well
as their shared interest in reducing sectarian
tensions. GCC countries reaffirmed their will-
ingness to build trust and resolve longstanding
differences through engagement with Iran; it
being understood that Iran must engage the
region according to the principles of good
neighborliness, strict non-interference in do-
mestic affairs, and respect for territorial integ-
rity, consistent with international law, includ-
ing the United Nations Charter.

Strengthening GCC Capacity to Address Ex-
ternal and Internal Threats

The United States policy to use all elements
of power to secure its core interests in the Gulf
region, and to deter and confront external ag-
gression against its allies and partners, as it did
during the Gulf War, is unequivocal. The Unit-
ed States remains prepared to work jointly with
the GCC states to deter and confront an exter-
nal threat to any GCC state’s territorial integri-
ty that is inconsistent with the U.N. charter.
GCC leaders, in turn, committed to strength-
ening their engagement on U.S. offers of secu-
rity assistance, cooperation, and training aimed
at enhancing the Gulf states’ ability to play a
larger role in addressing regional challenges.

Leaders were briefed on the April 20 meet-
ing of U.S. and GCC defense ministers. Vali-
dating the importance of GCC-U.S. training
exercises, they announced that GCC countries
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and the United States would immediately be-
gin planning for a combined military exercise
in March 2017, to showcase the full breath of
GCC-U.S. security capabilities. GCC countries
endorsed quick implementation of a new ini-
tiative to train specially-designated Special Op-
erations Forces (SOF) units from each GCC
country, in order to bolster interoperable
counterterrorism capabilities. GCC countries
also supported expanded cooperation on cyber
security, endorsing peacetime cyber norms
codified by Saudi Arabia, the United States,
and other G–20 countries.

The U.S. expressed its readiness to support
GCC efforts to diversify their economies, pro-
vide more effective governance, and adapt to
economic challenges posed by low oil prices
and changing demographics. Toward that end,
GCC countries endorsed a U.S. proposal to in-
augurate a ministerial-level GCC-U.S. eco-
nomic dialogue in 2016, to supplement the ac-
tivities undertaken under the GCC-U.S.
Framework Agreement on Economic, Trade,
Investment and Technical Cooperation of
2012. In addition to strengthening GCC-U.S.
economic and investment ties, this dialogue
would seek to assist GCC countries’ imple-
mentation of economic and energy policies
aimed at making available additional resources
to meet their development needs. Leaders re-
affirmed the mutual benefits of cooperation on
climate issues, and committed to work toward
the adoption of an amendment to the Montreal
Protocol in 2016 to phasedown hydrofluorocar-
bons.

An Enduring Partnership

Leaders committed to continue coordinat-
ing closely on issues of mutual concern, includ-
ing through meetings of GCC and U.S. foreign
and defense ministers, and support for an an-
nual leader-level Summit. The United States
welcomed GCC interest in opening an office in
Washington to advance cooperation, and will
support efforts toward that end. Leaders also
directed that all U.S.–GCC working groups
meet at least twice annually, to advance part-
nership on counterterrorism, streamlining the
transfer of critical defense capabilities, missile
defense, military preparedness, and cyber se-
curity. For continuity of those efforts, and
speedy implementation of decisions expressed
in the Camp David Joint Statement of May 14,
2015, its annex, and this communique, they di-
rected their respective administrations to
strengthen the framework of the GCC-U.S.
partnership, including the Strategic Coopera-
tion Forum.

Leaders expressed satisfaction with and
stressed the central importance of an enduring
GCC-U.S. partnership as a means to promote
peace, security and stability in the region.

NOTE: The joint statement referred to Presi-
dent Bashar al-Asad of Syria; and U.N. Special
Envoy for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed.
An original was not available for verification of
the content of this joint statement.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
April 21, 2016

[The President’s remarks were joined in prog-
ress.]

The President. ——the entire Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia for their hospitality and their gen-
erosity and all my counterparts in the GCC
who devoted the time and the energy to make
sure that this was a successful summit.

You already heard my statement, so I’m go-
ing to take a couple of questions, starting with

Kathleen Hennessey of AP. Where’s Kathleen?
Where are you? There you are.

Gulf Cooperation Council-U.S. Relations/Lib-
ya/Yemen/Iran/Iraq/Syria

Q. Thanks for doing this, Mr. President. In
the lead-up to this trip, there was a lot of talk
about strains in the relationship between the
U.S. and Saudi Arabia, some of it stemming


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-11-30T16:33:43-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




