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Message to the Congress on Blocking Property and Suspending Entry Into
the United States of Persons Contributing to the Situation in Libya
April 19, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) expanding the
scope of the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 13566 of February 25, 2011,
with respect to the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign poli-
cy of the United States posed by the situation
in Libya.

In the order, I find that the ongoing violence
in Libya, including attacks by armed groups
against Libyan state facilities, foreign missions
in Libya, and critical infrastructure, as well as
human rights abuses, violations of the arms
embargo imposed by United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1970 (2011), and misap-
propriation of Libya’s natural resources threat-
en the peace, security, stability, sovereignty,
democratic transition, and territorial integrity
of Libya, and thereby constitute an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national securi-
ty and foreign policy of the United States. The
order blocks the property and interests in
property of persons determined by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretary of State:

• to be responsible for or complicit in, or to
have engaged in, directly or indirectly,
any of the following:

actions or policies that threaten the
peace, security, or stability of Libya, in-
cluding through the supply of arms or
related materiel;

actions or policies that obstruct, under-
mine, delay, or impede, or pose a sig-
nificant risk of obstructing, undermin-
ing, delaying, or impeding, the adop-
tion of or political transition to a Gov-
ernment of National Accord or a
successor government;

actions that may lead to or result in the
misappropriation of state assets of Lib-
ya; or

threatening or coercing Libyan state fi-
nancial institutions or the Libyan Na-
tional Oil Company;

• to be planning, directing, or committing
or to have planned, directed, or commit-
ted, attacks against any Libyan state facil-
ity or installation (including oil facilities),
against any air, land, or sea port in Libya,
or against any foreign mission in Libya;

• to be involved in, or to have been in-
volved in, the targeting of civilians
through the commission of acts of vio-
lence, abduction, forced displacement, or
attacks on schools, hospitals, religious
sites, or locations where civilians are
seeking refuge, or through conduct that
would constitute a serious abuse or viola-
tion of human rights or a violation of in-
ternational humanitarian law;

• to be involved in, or to have been in-
volved in, the illicit exploitation of crude
oil or any other natural resources in Lib-
ya, including the illicit production, refin-
ing, brokering, sale, purchase, or export
of Libyan oil;

• to be a leader of an entity that has, or
whose members have, engaged in any ac-
tivity described above;

• to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, logistical, or
technological support for, or goods or
services in support of any of the activities
described above or any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to the order; or

• to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, any person whose property and inter-
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ests in property are blocked pursuant to
the order.

In addition, the order suspends entry into
the United States of any alien determined to
meet one or more of the above criteria.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, the authority to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to the
President by IEEPA as may be necessary to
carry out the purposes of the order. All agen-
cies of the United States Government are di-

rected to take all appropriate measures within
their authority to carry out the provisions of
the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
April 19, 2016.

NOTE: Executive Order 13726 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks With King Salman bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia Following
a Meeting With Gulf Cooperation Council Leaders in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
April 21, 2016

King Salman. Mr. President, on behalf of
my brothers, the leaders of the GCC countries,
and on my personal behalf, I’d like to thank
you for attending this constructive and fruitful
summit, which will contribute to enhancing
the consultation and cooperation between the
GCC countries and the United States.

I commend the constructive discussions and
the points reached. I would like to emphasize
the keenness and commitment of the GCC
countries to develop the historical and strategic
relations between our respective countries and
the United States of America to serve our mu-
tual interest as well as the security and peace of
the region and the world.

We wish you all health and happiness, and
we wish our countries and peoples security,
stability, and prosperity. 

President Obama. Well, thank you very
much, Your Majesty.

Once again, I want to thank His Majesty and
the Government and people of Saudi Arabia
for their hospitality, as well as Secretary Gen-
eral Zayani and all of our GCC countries for
another successful summit.

I just want to make a brief comment on what
we’ve accomplished. Last year, at our summit
at Camp David, we agreed to build an even
stronger partnership between our nations. We
already had strong bilateral relations and, col-

lectively, had a shared vision of peace and
prosperity in the region. But we felt that we
could do more, given the new challenges that
had arisen.

Today we reviewed the important progress
that we’ve made together. I reaffirmed the pol-
icy of the United States to use all elements of
our power to secure our core interests in the
Gulf region and to deter and confront external
aggression against our allies and our partners.
And we reached a common vision on how to
move forward together in key areas.

We remain united in our fight to destroy
ISIL, or Daesh, which is a threat to all of us.
And the United States will help our GCC part-
ners ensure that their special operations forces
are interoperable, and GCC nations will con-
tinue to increase their contributions to the
fight against ISIL and the coalition that we’ve
formed. We’ll continue to offer support to Iraq
as it liberates and stabilizes towns and cities
from ISIL control, and we’ll remain leading
donors of humanitarian aid to the peoples of
Syria and Iraq who have suffered so much.

We agreed to continue working closely to
deescalate and resolve regional conflicts. In
Syria, the cessation of hostilities is obviously
under tremendous strain, including continued
violations by the Asad regime. This violence is
yet another reminder that there’s only one way
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