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in operations who perform these operations
who are subject to accusations that somehow
they’re irresponsible and bloodless and going
around blowing up children, which is not the
case.

And our popular media, I think, has been
able to just project a whole bunch of scenarios
that are generally not accurate.

I guess I should stop there. [Laughter] But
thank you for the question. It was a legitimate
one.

I’ll end when I—where I started. Just based
on the quality of the questions and your very
sharp appearances—[laughter]—you guys
have an enormous amount to contribute. Don’t
let the day-to-day noise and news and frustra-
tions with our democracy discourage you from
being involved.

I’m phasing out of this particular part of my
life. But I’ve said this before—and this—I be-
lieved it when I was teaching here, I believe it
even more now after having been President—
the most important office in a democracy is the
office of citizen. I really believe that. Change
happens when citizens are informed, are en-
gaged, are paying attention, are asking tough
questions—asking tough questions of them-
selves, by the way, not just of others—not too

comfortable in whatever dogmas that we all at-
tach ourselves to. And you are learning the kind
of critical thinking in this school that will allow
you to become really good citizens. Use it.

Thanks.
Mr. Strauss. Thank you, Mr. President.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. in the
Harold J. Green Law Lounge. In his remarks,
he referred to Ramona Brant, Norman O.
Brown, Angie Jenkins, Serena D. Nunn, Kem-
ba N. Smith, and Michael D. Short, former
prisoners who received commutations of their
sentences; Dwight and DaJon Barber, sons of
Ms. Brant; Charles G. Koch, chief executive
officer and chairman of the board, and David
H. Koch, executive vice president, Koch In-
dustries, Inc.; William R. Horton, a convicted
felon who was sentenced for crimes committed
during a weekend furlough program in Massa-
chusetts in 1986; former Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton and Sen. Bernard
Sanders, in their capacity as Democratic Presi-
dential candidates; and Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, Jr.,
USMC. He also referred to the Al Qaida in
Iraq (AQI) terrorist organization.
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Twenty-two years after the genocide, we
stand with the people of Rwanda to commem-
orate the more than 800,000 men, women, and
children whose lives were lost during 100 days
of unspeakable violence. We honor not just the
victims, but also those who risked their lives to
save others, as well as the survivors who carry
the memories of these atrocities. On this sol-
emn day, we remind ourselves of our common
humanity and shared commitment to protect-
ing civilians and ensuring that mass atrocities
of this magnitude never happen again.

Today, even as the United States grieves
with the Rwandan people, we are inspired by
the progress Rwanda has made in moving be-
yond these horrible crimes and in building a
more peaceful and prosperous future for its
citizens. The United States Government and
the American people will continue to extend
our friendship and partnership to Rwanda as
we reconfirm our commitment to protecting
the vulnerable, to preventing mass atrocities,
and to upholding the inherent dignity of every
human being.
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