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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in
the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
White House Press Secretary Joshua R. Ear-

nest; and Donald J. Trump, chairman and chief
executive officer, Trump Organization, and
Sen. Edward R. “Ted” Cruz, in their capacity
as Republican Presidential candidates.

Remarks During a Meeting With Department of Defense Leadership
April 5, 2016

Well, good afternoon. This is one of my reg-
ular meetings with Secretary of Defense Cart-
er, General Dunford, and our entire military
leadership, including our Joint Chiefs of Staff
and our combatant commanders from all
around the world.

And these meetings are always an opportu-
nity for me to review our defense strategy
broadly, the priorities in the budget that can
realize that strategy, and most importantly, it
gives us an opportunity to talk about our in-
credible men and women in uniform and the
sacrifices they make and the health of the
force, and making sure we’re doing right by
them.

Secretary Carter spoke earlier today about
how we have to make sure that the Depart-
ment of Defense is fully organized and has all
the tools that it needs to meet a wide range of
emerging threats. I am very pleased that our
budget agreement that we signed last year al-
lowed us to get some relief out of sequestra-
tion. Those were some harmful cuts on both
the defense and the nondefense side. But be-
cause of that relief and building on that, the
budget that has been proposed makes sure that
we’re investing in our national security, our
global leadership, and our economic security
here at home.

We’re investing in capabilities that our mili-
tary needs to deter aggression and defend our
security and that of our allies. And this in-
cludes increases in our posture in Europe to
reassure our NATO allies in light of particular-
ly increased aggressive actions by Russia. It al-
lows us to enhance our maritime cooperation
in the Asia-Pacific. It allows us to boost cyber-
security, which is going to be an increasing
threat that has to be addressed. It allows us to
invest in the future of our force, support our
military families, and make sure that our tech-

nological edge is maintained relative to forces
all around the world.

This will also be an opportunity for us to re-
view the military campaign against ISIL. And
although he is not here—because today was his
retirement ceremony—I think this is a great
opportunity to salute General Lloyd Austin.
He served our Nation in uniform for nearly 41
years, including his repeated tours in Iraq. As
commander of Central Command, he oversaw
the operations from Afghanistan to Iraq and
our campaign against ISIL. He did an out-
standing job in every single assignment that he
received. We are profoundly grateful to Gen-
eral Austin, his wife Charlene, and the entire
Austin family.

Our military campaign against ISIL is now
being led by General Votel. And Joe has
brought incredible skill and dedication to his
most recent prior assignment, heading up our
special forces. We are working to make sure
that we’re accelerating the campaign against
ISIL. In Syria and Iraq, ISIL continues to lose
ground. Coalition forces recently severed the
main highway between ISIL’s strongholds in
Raqqa, Syria, and Mosul in Iraq. And we con-
tinue to take on their leadership, their financial
networks, their infrastructure. We are going to
squeeze them, and we will defeat them.

But as we’ve seen from Turkey to Belgium,
ISIL still has the ability to launch serious ter-
rorist attacks. One of my main messages today
is that destroying ISIL continues to be my top
priority. And so we can no longer tolerate the
kinds of positioning that is enabled by them
having headquarters in Raqqa and in Mosul.
We’ve got to keep on putting the pressure on
them.

And obviously, that is not just a military op-
eration. That is an intelligence and diplomatic
effort as well. And so one of the things we’ll
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talk about here is how we make sure that we
coordinate our military activities with the ef-
forts of our other branches of government.

This will continue to be a difficult fight, but
I’m absolutely confident that ISIL will lose.
We will prevail. And once again, this allows me
to say thank you not only to these distinguished
members of our Armed Forces, our core lead-
ership that makes things happen day in, day
out, but it also is a good opportunity for me,
once again, to say thank you for the incredible
men and women in uniform and their families

who carry such an enormous burden in order
to keep us free and in order to keep us safe.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:13 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, Jr.,
USMC; and Gen. Joseph L. Votel III, USA,
commander, U.S. Central Command. He also
referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

Statement on the Retirement of General Lloyd J. Austin III
April 5, 2016

On behalf of a grateful nation, I congratu-
late General Lloyd Austin on his retirement
after nearly 41 years of service to our country.
General Austin’s character and competence
exemplify what America demands of its mili-
tary leaders. Over the last 3 years as com-
mander, U.S. Central Command, General
Austin has overseen military operations in one
of the most demanding regions of the world,
including operations in Iraq and Afghanistan
and our broader counter-ISIL campaign. I
have relied on his wise judgment and steadfast
leadership to help me navigate the many chal-
lenges we find there. Additionally, as com-

mander of U.S. forces in Iraq, General Austin
was instrumental in allowing Iraqis to take the
lead for securing the future of their own coun-
try. These are among his many accomplish-
ments over a storied military career. I am cer-
tain that General Austin will find other ways to
serve his country in retirement, and Michelle
and I wish him, his wife Charlene, and his
family well as they begin another chapter of
their lives.

NOTE: The statement referred to the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist
organization.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget
Amendments for Fiscal Year 2017
April 5, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 Budget amendments for
the Departments of Agriculture, Defense, Ed-
ucation, Homeland Security, State and Other
International Programs, and Transportation, as
well as the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, the Public Defender Service
for the District of Columbia, the Surface
Transportation Board, and the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum. Also included is an
amendment to a general provision included in

Title VI of the Financial Services and General
Government Appropriations Act, 2016, that
would affect the Federal Trade Commission.
These amendments are necessary to reflect
correctly policies assumed in my FY 2017 Bud-
get. These amendments would increase by $4
million the overall discretionary budget au-
thority in my FY 2017 Budget.

This transmittal also includes FY 2017 Bud-
get amendments for the Legislative Branch. As
a matter of comity and tradition, these appro-
priations requests for the Legislative Branch
are transmitted without change. These amend-
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