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Statement on the California Legislature’s Passage of Legislation To Raise the
Minimum Wage and Require Employers To Provide Paid Sick Leave to

Employees
April 4,2016

I commend the California Legislature and
Governor ]erry Brown for raising the minimum
wage and expanding the security of paid sick
leave for workers in their State. With these ac-
tions, California is expanding its promise to
workers that they shouldn’t have to lose a pay-
check if they get sick and has ensured that work-
ers will no longer be earning a wage that keeps

too many families in poverty. Since I first called
on Congress to raise the Federal minimum wage
in 2013, 18 States and the District of Columbia
have acted on their own to raise the minimum
wage. States and cities are making progress in
expanding paid leave. Now it’s time for Con-
gress to step up and do what is right for every
hard-working American and for our economy.

Statement on the Death of Joseph Medicine Crow

April 4, 2016

In Crow, you'd say Dr. Joseph Medicine
Crow was a bacheitche—a good man. The first
of his people to go to college and earn a Mas-
ter’s, he wore war paint beneath his uniform
and an eagle feather beneath his helmet during
World War II. His bravery in battle earned
him the Bronze Star from America, the Legion
d’honneur from France, and in 2009, I was
proud to honor him with the Presidential Med-
al of Freedom. Yet I suspect his greatest honor

was one he earned from his people: the title of
war chief—the last Crow to hold that distinc-
tion.

Dr. Medicine Crow dedicated much of his
life to sharing the stories of his culture and his
people. And in doing so, he helped shape a
fuller history of America for us all. Michelle
and I honor 102 years of a life well lived, and
our thoughts and prayers are with his family
and the entire Crow Nation.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency

With Respect to Somalia
April 4, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergen-
cy unless, within 90 days prior to the anniver-
sary date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the an-
niversary date. In accordance with this provi-
sion, I have sent to the Federal Register for
publication the enclosed notice stating that
the national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13536 of April 12, 2010, with respect to

Somalia is to continue in effect beyond April
12, 2016.

On January 17, 2013, the United States Gov-
ernment announced its recognition of the Gov-
ernment of Somalia. Our first U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Somalia in over two decades is awaiting
Senate confirmation. Although these develop-
ments demonstrate progress with respect to
Somalia’s stabilization, they do not remove the
importance of U.S. sanctions, especially against
persons and entities who have threatened the
peace, security, or stability of Somalia (includ-
ing those responsible for acts of piracy and
armed robbery at sea off the coast of Somalia)
or acted in violation of the United Nations
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