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ready to provide support to the new Govern-
ment in Libya.

We also addressed the migrant and the refu-
gee crisis in Europe. NATO assists—helped
the European Union, Turkey, Greece to han-
dle the situation in the Aegean Sea, and NATO
has deployed ships in the Aegean Sea.

Afghanistan is high on our agenda. Afghani-
stan is our biggest military operation ever. And
it shows the importance of unity in North
America and Europe, because our military op-
eration in Afghanistan is a direct response to
the terrorist attack against the United States on
9/11. And European, Canadian soldiers has
fought together with their—with the American
soldiers in Afghanistan for many, many years.

We are also responding to a more assertive
Russia, responsible for aggressive actions in
Ukraine. And I very much welcome, again, the
leadership that you have shown in increasing
our collective defense in Europe with the Eu-
ropean Reassurance Initiative, which is, as
you’ve proposed, going to be quadrupled in the
budget you have proposed for the Congress.

This is really a strong example of the transat-
lantic bond, how the United States is impor-

tant for the security of Europe and also over
European allies—or the European allies are al-
so stepping up, so together, we are now imple-
menting the biggest reinforcement to our col-
lective defense since the end of the cold war.

I will work together with all the NATO allies
to make sure that they make good on the
pledge they made together to increase defense
spending. And this is about that we have to in-
vest more in our security when tensions in-
creases, and therefore, we have to make sure
that we do what we promised, and that is to in-
vest more in defense in the following years.

We will meet again in Warsaw at our sum-
mit. We have a lot to do, but I’m certain that
we are—that we will deliver, because we have
seen time and again that North America and
Europe is able to deliver when we stand to-
gether in a strong NATO alliance.

So thank you once again for having me here.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:03 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.
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I commend Governor Andrew Cuomo and
the State of New York for taking the historic
step of creating a paid family leave program in
the State and raising its minimum wage to sup-
port New York’s working families. This action
means more parents won’t have to choose be-
tween their job and caring for their new chil-
dren. It means more workers can earn a higher
wage to help make ends meet. Since I first

called on Congress to increase the Federal
minimum wage in 2013, 18 States and more
than 40 cities and counties have acted on their
own, thanks to the strong leadership of elected
officials, businesses, and workers who orga-
nized and fought so hard for the economic se-
curity families deserve. Now Congress needs
to act to raise the Federal minimum wage and
expand access to paid leave for all Americans.
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