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have not seen the kind of progress that I would
have hoped for with Russia.

The good news is that the possibilities of
progress remain. We are abiding by START II.
We’re seeing implementation. And although
we are not likely to see further reductions dur-
ing my Presidency, my hope is, is that we have
built the mechanisms and systems of verifica-
tion and so forth that will allow us to continue
to reduce them in the future.

We do have to guard against, in the interim,
ramping up new and more deadly and more ef-
fective systems that end up leading to a whole
new escalation of the arms race. And in our
modernization plan, I’ve tried to strike the
proper balance, making sure that the triad and
our systems work properly, that they’re effec-
tive, but also to make sure that we are leaving
the door open to further reductions in the fu-
ture.

But one of the challenges that we’re going to
have here is that it is very difficult to see huge
reductions in our nuclear arsenal unless the
United States and Russia, as the two largest
possessors of nuclear weapons, are prepared to
lead the way. The other area where I think
we’d need to see progress is Pakistan and In-

dia, that subcontinent, making sure that as they
develop military doctrines, that they are not
continually moving in the wrong direction.

And we have to take a look at the Korean
Peninsula, because the D.P.R.K., North Ko-
rea, is in a whole different category and poses
the most immediate set of concerns for all of
us, one that we are working internationally to
focus on. And that’s one of the reasons why we
had the trilateral meeting with Japan and Ko-
rea, and it was a major topic of discussion with
President Xi as well. Okay?

Thank you very much, everybody. Have a
good weekend.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 6:09 p.m. in Halls D and E of the Walter E.
Washington Convention Center. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Donald J.
Trump, chairman and chief executive officer,
Trump Organization, in his capacity as a Re-
publican Presidential candidate; and President
Xi Jinping of China. He also referred to the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization. A reporter referred to Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Hoseini-Khame-
nei of Iran.

The President’s Weekly Address
April 2, 2016

Hi, everybody. This week, I’m speaking to
you from our Nuclear Security Summit. I wel-
comed more than 50 leaders from around the
world to make sure we’re working together to
meet one of the greatest threats to global secu-
rity: terrorists getting their hands on a weapon
of mass destruction, like a nuclear weapon.

Fortunately, because of our efforts so far, no
terrorist group has yet succeeded in obtaining
a nuclear device or producing a dirty bomb us-
ing radioactive materials. But we know that Al
Qaida has tried. ISIL has already used chemi-
cal weapons in Syria and Iraq. And if they ever
got hold of a nuclear weapon or nuclear mate-
rial, we have no doubt they’d use it.

That’s why we’ve been leading a global ef-
fort to secure the world’s nuclear materials.
And with summits like this, we’ve made impor-

tant progress. Working with other nations, we
have removed or secured enough nuclear ma-
terial for more than 150 nuclear weapons, ma-
terial that will now never fall into the hands of
terrorists.

All of South America is now free of these
deadly materials. Central Europe and South-
east Asia are on track to be free of them later
this year. That means that as terrorists and
criminal gangs look around for the deadly in-
gredients for a nuclear device, vast regions of
the world are now off limits. This is a remark-
able achievement. And at this summit, we
pledged to keep up our efforts to prevent the
world’s most deadly networks from obtaining
the world’s most deadly weapons.

Our summit was also another opportunity to
make sure the world remains united and
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focused on destroying ISIL. A majority of the
nations who came here are part of our global
coalition against ISIL. A number of our coun-
tries have been targeted by ISIL. Just about all
our nations have seen citizens travel to join
ISIL in Syria and Iraq.

In Syria and Iraq, ISIL continues to lose
ground. Our coalition continues to take out its
leaders, including those planning terrorist at-
tacks against our countries. They’re losing their
oil infrastructure and revenues. Their morale is
suffering.

As ISIL is squeezed in Syria and Iraq, it’s
lashing out elsewhere, as we’ve seen most re-
cently—and tragically—from Turkey to Brus-
sels. And during our summit, we focused on
ways to step up our efforts to disrupt terrorist
attacks. It requires even more cooperation to
prevent the flow of foreign terrorist fighters
and sharing more information and intelligence.
That’s why I invited all the nations represented
at this summit to join us in a broader discus-
sion among our intelligence and security ser-
vices on how we can improve information shar-
ing to prevent terrorist attacks.

This continues to be a difficult fight. But ev-
ery day, our dedicated professionals—military,
diplomatic, intelligence, counterterrorism,
homeland security, law enforcement, and nu-
clear experts—are working to protect us. Be-
cause of the progress we made this week and
over recent years, more of the world’s nuclear
material is secure. It’s harder for terrorists to
get at it. And as Commander in Chief, I want
you to know that we’re going to keep doing ev-
erything in our power to keep our Nation safe
and strong and free.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:30 p.m. on April 1 in Room 152B of
the Walter E. Washington Convention Center
for broadcast on April 2. In the address, the
President referred to the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 1, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on April 2.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
April 4, 2016

The President. It’s a great pleasure to wel-
come back once again my good friend, the Sec-
retary General of NATO, Secretary General
Stoltenberg. We are marking the 67th anniver-
sary of the NATO alliance, and NATO contin-
ues to be the linchpin, the cornerstone of our
collective defense and U.S. security policy.

We had an excellent meeting that started
with marking the tragedy that had taken place
in Brussels and reinforcing the importance of
us staying focused on ISIL and countering the
terrorism that has seeped up into Europe and
around the world.

And we agreed that one of the most impor-
tant functions that NATO is performing and
can continue to perform is to help in the train-
ing and assisting process for troops in Iraq, in
Jordan, in many of the areas in the region. And

we are continuing to cooperate on an ongoing
basis about operations potentially in areas like
Libya, where you have the beginnings of a gov-
ernment, and we can, I think, provide enor-
mous help in helping to stabilize those coun-
tries.

We also discussed generally what’s been
happening in the southern flank of NATO.
Traditionally, a lot of focus has been on the
east, but we recognize that there are a broad
set of challenges that have to be addressed all
around the world. And NATO is going to be
working with the European Union, for exam-
ple, to help prevent the tragedies that we saw
last summer of migrants taking very dangerous
trips across waters to try to reach Europe. In
cooperation with Turkey, Greece, and other
countries, it’s important for us to do that in a
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