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And when we do that, we will see the good-
ness and the decency and the optimism of peo-
ple like Lisa reflecting itself in Washington.
That’s what we’re fighting for.

And I know it’s there because I see it in the
American people every day. I see it every day. I
see it in all the students—first-generation col-
lege students—working hard and scrimping
and saving and eating ramen—[laughter]—and
then eating some more ramen, just to get
ahead. And you’ve got teachers like Lisa, who
come in early and are helping young people
cultivate a passion or master a new skill that
can change their lives. And then, you’ve got
parents who are volunteering at local schools,
not just to help out their own kids, but to help
out their neighborhood’s kids. And folks coach-
ing Little League. And businesses who are do-
ing the right thing by their employees. And
folks who are fighting on our behalf halfway
around the world and their families who are
sacrificing alongside them. And folks working
to help our veterans after they’ve been served.

Big-hearted, optimistic people, they’re every-
where: in coffee shops and churches all across
Nebraska and in Louisiana and in New York
and in Arizona and every place else. Folks
whose spirit has built America.

That’s why I’m hopeful about our future: be-
cause of you, the American people. Because of
folks like all of you, I am absolutely confident
that we’re going to get to where we need to go
and America will remain the greatest country
on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless Nebraska.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:32 p.m. in
Baxter Arena. In his remarks, he referred to
Papillion, NE, resident Lisa Martin, her hus-
band Jeff Martin, their son Cooper, and her
parents Ora and Rebecca Hutchinson; and
Warren E. Buffett, chief executive officer and
chairman, Berkshire Hathaway Inc. He also re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Town Hall Meeting at
McKinley Senior High School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana
January 14, 2016

The President. Hello, Louisiana! Hello, Ba-
ton Rouge! Geaux Tigers! For those of you
who are not aware, that’s a “geaux” with an “x.”
I’ve got it.

Can everybody give Che a big round of ap-
plause? We are—we could not be more proud
of her. I was backstage; I asked her, “Are you
nervous?” She said, “No, I’ve got this.” [Laugh-
ter] “I’m fine.” That is a serious leader of the
future. And we are so proud of her. And I want
to thank everybody at McKinley for hosting us
today.

There are a couple of people I want to make
sure we acknowledge. Your mayor, Kip Hold-
en, is in the house. [Applause] There he is.
We’ve got Congressman Cedric Richmond
here, who’s got a really cute little boy. [Laugh-
ter] And New Orleans Mayor and great friend
of mine, Mitch Landrieu is in the house, whose
son is not so little, but it—looks pretty cool.

[Laughter] I want to congratulate your new
Governor who’s going to do outstanding work.
John Bel Edwards is in the house and his lovely
family. We are so grateful to have them here.

Since LSU has a pretty good sports team—
sports teams, historically, I thought I might
mention you’ve got an okay basketball player
named Ben Simmons in the house, so—[ap-
plause]—who, he—his dad played in Australia
with my Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan.
So they can hoop. But I think they would both
acknowledge that Ben is better. [Laughter]
And it’s wonderful to have him here.

Now, it is my intention not to give a long
speech, because this is sort of a town hall. I
want to spend a little time having a conversa-
tion with all of you. And—but I do want to
make mention of what your incoming Gover-
nor is already doing. He is already delivering
for the people of Louisiana. This week, he took
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the bold and wise step to expand Medicaid to
cover hundreds of thousands of hard-working
Louisianans, providing them with the financial
security of health care. It was the right thing to
do. And by the way, it will actually help the
State’s finances. And it shows you why elec-
tions matter.

And right now we’re hoping to encourage
more States to do the right thing. One of the
ways we’re doing that is proposing additional
funding to support new States that choose, as
John did, to expand Medicaid. So I’m very—
I’m just so proud of him, and I’m confident
that he’s going to do great work. [Applause]
He’s going to do great work. And everybody
here needs to get behind him because it’s not
going to be easy. He’s coming in a little like I
came in, sort of, got to clean up some stuff.

Now, I love Louisiana. I love Baton Rouge,
but this is the first time I’ve been here as Pres-
ident. I’ve been trying to pack all my fun trips
into my last year. And although I missed the
Tigers beating Ole Miss last night, maybe I’ll
come back for football season.

Some of you know I gave my final State of
the Union Address this week. I focused on the
fact that we’re going through a time of extraor-
dinary change. And that’s unsettling. It can
seem sometimes, especially during political sea-
son, where everybody is running around saying,
“Oh, everything is terrible, and let’s find some-
body to blame,” that our politics won’t meet the
moment. But what I want folks to know—that’s
right, if you have a chair, go ahead and sit
down. [Laughter] If you don’t have a chair,
don’t sit down. [Laughter] I don’t want you fall-
ing down. Good thing—whoever the first one
was who did that, you’re a leader. [Laughter]

Audience member. We love you!
The President. Love you back. Thank you.
But what I want people to know is, is that

we’ve been through big changes before. And
America always comes out stronger and better,
as long as we make decisions together that are
designed to seize the future instead of run
away from it. And we’re uniquely positioned to
do that. We’ve got the strongest economy in
the world. We’ve gone through the worst eco-
nomic crisis of our lifetime, and we have

bounced back with 14 million new jobs, cut the
unemployment rate in half. We’re the most
powerful country on Earth, capable of meeting
any threat. Our commitment to science and
education and entrepreneurship and our diver-
sity make us a perfect match for what’s needed
in this new century.

But our progress is not inevitable. So we’ve
got to answer some big questions. Number
one, how do we make sure that we create an
economy where everybody is benefiting, every-
body feels secure, everybody has a shot at suc-
cess, not just some? That’s question number
one. Question number two: How do we make
sure we’ve got an innovation economy and we
embrace science and reason and facts, instead
of running away from it? Number three, how
do we make sure that we keep America safe,
not through trying to talk tough, but by being
smart? Number four, how do we make sure
our politics works, not in a way where every-
body agrees—because in a big country like
ours, people aren’t going to agree on every-
thing—but so that it is civil and so that it is
constructive and so that we can work together
to find solutions to the problems that are not
just going to face us, but our kids and our
grandkids? All right?

Now, I tried to give you a sense of how I
think we need to answer those questions going
forward, but I promised I wasn’t going to talk
long because I want to have a chance to hear
from you. I just want to make this point. We’re
pretty close to New Orleans, and I had a
chance to go back and travel with Mitch as we
were commemorating the anniversary of Ka-
trina. And if you have any doubt about Ameri-
ca’s capacity to overcome anything, you just
visit some of those neighborhoods, and you talk
to some of those families, and you see the busi-
nesses that are thriving and the homes that
have been built and the parishes that have
pulled together.

And it’s just a reminder of the fact that when
we work together, we cannot be stopped. We
cannot be stopped. We work best as a team.
And it is my ardent hope that, during the
course of this year, as long as I have this ex-
traordinary privilege to be your President, that
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I’m going to be able to encourage more and
more of you to get involved and feel that opti-
mism and confidence about where America is
headed. All right?

So with that, let’s start this conversation.
And we—let me say this. We’ve got mikes in
the audience. And we’re going to go boy, girl,
boy, girl, so it’s fair. [Laughter] 

Audience member. [Inaudible]—girl, boy,
girl, boy.

The President. And—or girl, boy, girl, boy.
That’s fine. See—[laughter].

Audience member. Girl, girl, girl!
The President. [Laughter] She said, “Girl,

girl, girl.” Now, that’s not fair. [Laughter]
Come on. [Laughter]

So what I’m going to do is, people just raise
their hands, I will call on you. A couple things:
Wait until the mike gets there. Number two,
introduce yourself so we know who you are.
Number three, if you keep your question rela-
tively—or comment relatively short, then my
response, I can’t guarantee I’ll keep it short,
but I’ll keep it shorter. And that way, we have a
chance to hear from more people. All right?

Okay, so let’s see who’s going to go first.
Where’s my mike? Here we go. All right, I’ll—
let’s see. This is a good-looking crowd too.
I’m—oh, I don’t know who to call on. That
young lady right there in the brown jacket.
Right there. Yes, you.

Q. I want to ask you—my name is Rachel——
The President. Okay, hold on. Wait for the

mike. You didn’t follow instructions. You’re al-
ready—[laughter]—careful. Careful. She
didn’t go to McKinley, is that what happened?

Q. No, I didn’t. [Laughter]
The President. All right, go ahead, go ahead.
Q. My name is Rachel. I’m from Texas. And

my question—I don’t have one—I just wanted
to tell you thank you.

The President. Oh, okay, well, that’s sweet.
[Laughter] All right, the—well, she just—she
didn’t really have a question, so I’m going to go
back to—I’m going to go to this young lady
right here in the black-and-white jacket. Right
there. Hold on a second. The mike is coming
to you. It’s just that we’re so packed in, it may

take—you can go ahead and pass her the mike.
She looks like she’ll give it back.

The President’s Plans After Leaving Office

Q. Hi, Mr. President. My name is Jasmine
Elliott, and I am a 10th grade cheerleader here
at McKinley High School.

The President. Yay, all right! Go Panthers!
Q. And I love you—me and my family love

you so much. And I want to thank you.
The President. Oh, that’s sweet.
Q. And as a future broadcast journalist, I

would like to ask you two questions.
The President. Okay.
Q. My first question is: What are your plans

to do when you leave office? 
The President. Okay.
Q. And can you please give my grandmother

a hug? [Laughter]
The President. See, now first of all, I know

your grandma put you up to that. [Laughter]
So I will give your grandma a hug because you
did such a nice job asking the question.

In terms of my plans, look, I’ve got so much
work to do this next year that, I—Michelle and
I, we haven’t had a chance to really step back
and think about it. But as I said at the State of
Union, when I get out, I’m still holding the
most important job in a democracy, and that is
the office of citizen. So I will continue to work
on the things that Michelle and I care so deep-
ly about. We want to encourage young people
to get involved. We want to improve education.
We want to make sure that our criminal justice
system works the way it should. We want to
make sure that we are promoting science edu-
cation and learning. So—we want to work in-
ternationally to help other countries develop.

So we’re going to have a busy agenda, but
I’m not overthinking that right now because
I’ve got a whole bunch of stuff to do between
now and next year. All right? But thank you for
the question.

All right, it’s a gentleman’s turn. This man,
because he’s got such a sharp bowtie. Right
here. Yes, all right. Go ahead.

Q. Good morning.
The President. Good morning.
Q. This is a pleasure, sir.
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The President. Thank you.

Political Polarization/Political Participation/Bi-
partisanship/Criminal Justice Reform/Tax Re-
form

Q. My name Tremaine Sterling. I’m from
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Through your entire
two terms as President, what would be your
biggest regret and why?

The President. I think that is a great question.
Although, had you been watching my State of the
Union on Tuesday—[laughter]—he might have
known that I actually already answered that ques-
tion. [Laughter] But that’s okay. I’m sure there
was a good ballgame on that night. [Laughter]

No, what I told the country—except for
you—[laughter]—was that my biggest regret
was the fact that politics has become more ran-
corous during my Presidency and more polar-
ized than it was when I came in. And keep in
mind, when I ran, my belief was that there
were no red States and blue States. There
wasn’t a Black or White or Latino America.
There was a United States of America. And
that continues to be my belief.

Now, I have, as President, obviously done
soul searching about, what are things I could
do differently to help bridge some of those di-
vides? I think part of it had to with when I
came in we had a real emergency and we had
to act quickly. And people in Washington
sometimes weren’t always as focused on get-
ting the job done as they were, how is this go-
ing to position us for future elections?

And—but I—as I said at the State of Union,
I have no doubt that there are things I could
have done better. But what I also say is that,
this is not something a President can do by
him- or herself. When it comes to how we
work together, the main impetus for a better
politics is going to be the American people.
They have to demand it.

And so if we have voters who are not getting
involved, then the people who tend to deter-
mine the agenda are the special interests or
money or power or the loudest voices or the
most polarizing voices, because a lot of folks—
some of the best people—they’re just sitting at
home. And they’re getting cynical about poli-

tics, and they don’t get involved. And then, the
people who do get involved end up being the
folks who aren’t willing to work together.

It’s important for voters to insist that their
elected officials are strong on principle, but al-
so are willing to compromise with people who
don’t agree with them. And if you punish an
elected official for even talking to the other
side, then it’s going to produce the kind of pol-
itics that we have seen in Washington too of-
ten.

So this is an area where I regret. I’m going
to keep on working at it, try to see what more
we can do to reach across the aisle to get things
done. I said on Tuesday that I think at the end
of last year, maybe we surprised the cynics by
getting a budget done. And we extended tax
cuts for working families that were due to ex-
pire. And we were able to continue funding for
transportation. I know that your mayor was
talking about how the interstate here narrows,
and we may need to do something about it to
relieve some traffic. And those things are not
things that should be subject to a lot of Repub-
lican and Democratic argument. Maybe that’s
something that we can carry over into this year.

One area, for example, that there’s been
genuine bipartisan interest and support is the
idea that we’ve got to reform our criminal jus-
tice system; that we have to be tough on violent
crime, but also be smart when we think about,
how can we prevent young people from getting
into the criminal justice system in the first
place? How can we provide alternatives for
low-level, nonviolent drug offenders? How can
we make sure that the sentencing is propor-
tional? How do we make sure that we’re train-
ing folks while they’re incarcerated to get a
skill that would allow them to be gainfully em-
ployed? How do we make sure that when they
are released that there is a transition process
for them? How do we lift up all the outstand-
ing employers who are willing to give people
second chances? So there’s a whole slew of
work that we could be doing there.

And it—to their credit, we’ve seen some
very conservative Republicans and some very
liberal Democrats sitting down at the table and
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trying to work it out. And that’s an example of
where we see some promise.

Another area is—and I mentioned this at
the State of the Union—some of you have
heard of the earned-income tax credit. Now,
this is a program historically that is supported
by Democrats and Republicans. And it’s a
pretty simple idea. If you work, you shouldn’t
be in poverty. And so we should provide tax
breaks to low-income working families so that
they don’t say, “I might as well just be on wel-
fare because I’ll get more benefits than if I’m
working.”

Well, the earned-income tax credit creates
an incentive to say, you work hard, you’re
working full time, but it’s, say, a minimum-
wage job, we’re going to give you a chance, if
you’ve got kids, to raise that income level, get a
tax break.

The problem is that it does not apply to indi-
viduals without children. And that means a lot
of men in that category don’t benefit and
young people don’t benefit. And one of the
things we’ve been talking about is, if we ex-
pand that to reach workers who don’t have
children but are also working hard and are in
poverty, that could be helpful.

And these are areas where Cedric—who
has—he’s been a leader on criminal justice re-
form. He’s working on this as well. I know that
Mitch has been doing great work when it
comes to the criminal justice system in New
Orleans. These are the kinds of areas where
just common sense can prevail if we’ve all got a
spirit of trying to solve problems instead of just
winning elections. Okay? All right.

Okay, it’s a young lady’s turn. Okay. You
know what, I’m going to call on that little
young lady right there. Yes. She’s in her dad-
dy’s lap. And my daughter—my oldest daugh-
ter is about to go to college next year. And I
can’t really talk about it a lot because I start to
cry. [Laughter]

Cancer Research

Q. My name is Noelle Remeny. And I’m in
the fourth grade, and I’m 10 years old. And do
you think there’s going to be a cure for cancer?

The President. Well, there you go. Are you
interested in math and science?

Q. A little bit.
The President. A little bit? [Laughter] Well,

I tell you what, it’s going to be young people
like you that are going to help cure cancer. So
you better study up on your math and study up
on your science.

But I do think that we are seeing medical
breakthroughs right now that we have not seen
in my lifetime. Part of the reason is because—
some of you heard of the Human Genome
Project. What happens is that we’re now able
to look at not just how cells work, but we’re ac-
tually able to track how individual DNA and
genetics operates. And when you do that, it
turns out that a cancer cell that I have may be
different than a cancer cell that John or some-
body else has and may require different cures.
And certain treatments might work better than
other treatments. And because we’re able to
get into the really nitty-gritty of how our bodies
work, in ways that we haven’t before, we’re
starting to see more effective treatments.

But we have to make a big investment. And
my Vice President, Joe Biden, who I love, suf-
fered the kind of tragedy last year that is unbe-
lievable. And he managed it with grace. His
son Beau Biden was one of the finest men I
knew. And so I thought it was entirely appro-
priate for Joe Biden, who has seen this and
gone through it, to lead this effort like a Moon
launch. We’re going to double down on medi-
cal research. We’re going to look at the best—
we’re going to gather the best researchers, the
best scientists, and we are going to go after this
thing.

It probably won’t be cured in my lifetime.
But I think it will be cured in yours. And that’s
why we’ve got to get started now. All right? 

Okay, it is a gentleman’s turn. This gentle-
man back here. Right there. Yes, sir, the—you.
[Laughter] Hold on. The mike is coming. The
mike is coming.

First Lady Michelle Obama

Q. Mr. President, first of all, I’m Greg
Gavins. I’m the proud father of one of your
special, great Secret Service.



Jan. 14 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2016

46

The President. Outstanding.
Q. I have a question for you. Since you can’t

run again for another term, is there any way
that we as a group can talk the First Lady into
running? 

The President. No. [Laughter] No, no, no.
No, no.

Audience member. I know that’s right. I
know that’s right. [Laughter]

The President. Let me tell you, there are
three things that are certain in life. [Laughter]
Death, taxes, and Michelle is not running for
President. [Laughter] That I can tell you.

But you know what, the First Lady,
though—the work she’s done around reducing
childhood obesity, the work that she and Jill
Biden have done on military families and mak-
ing sure they get support, I could not be
prouder of her. And I am certain that she’s go-
ing to be really active as a First Lady.

Not only is she going to be a very young ex-
First Lady, but unlike me, she looks young.
[Laughter] I was looking at a wedding pic-
ture—actually, we found the old video from
our wedding. We’ve been married 23 years
now. And so my mother-in-law had been going
through some storage stuff and found the—our
wedding video. And I popped it in—and I look
like a teenager—and realized, boy, I sure have
aged. [Laughter]

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. I know that though. [Laugh-

ter] But Michelle looked—she looked identi-
cal. Looked identical.

Q. We’re proud of her.
The President. Well, I’m proud of her too,

because most importantly, she’s been an unbe-
lievable mom, which is why my daughters
turned out so well.

So, all right, it is a young woman’s turn. This
young lady right here. Go ahead. Yes, you. Yes,
you’ve been raising your hand. [Laughter]
Okay. But hold on, mike is coming. Go ahead.

Environment/Climate Change

Q. Hi, my name is Imani Maxberry. I’m a
coastal environmental science major at LSU.

The President. Outstanding.

Q. One, I want to say thank you for rejecting
the Keystone pipeline. And two, I want to ask:
While you’ve been in office, what environmen-
tal impact do you—what environmental issue
do you think has impacted you the most and
should be more brought to the public?

The President. Okay. The—that’s a great
question, and I’m proud that you’re doing that
work. That’s important.

First of all, it’s important for us to under-
stand how much environmental progress we’ve
made in my lifetime. And the reason is, some-
times, when we talk about the environment, it
sounds like something far away. But we don’t
realize—we don’t remember what we’ve ac-
complished already.

In the 1970s, in California, there would be
regular days where people did not go outside.
When Ronald Reagan was Governor in Cali-
fornia, there were regularly days where the
smog was so bad, it was like it is in Beijing now.
People just wouldn’t go outside. And if you had
asthma or some respiratory disease, you might
die.

I remember as recently as 1979, when I first
started college—I started college in Los Ange-
les—and when I went running, the first week I
was there, after about 5 minutes, I’d start feel-
ing a burning in my chest. And it was just me
sucking in soot and smog. And now you go
there, and that smog isn’t there. And the rea-
son is because we instituted things like catalyt-
ic converters and unleaded gasoline. And we
changed the technologies to reduce smog.

It used to be that places like the Cuyahoga
River in—around Cleveland caught fire it was
so polluted. Caught fire. No, this is no joke.
And now you go there, and people are able to
use it. Same thing with the Chicago River.
Now people are kayaking and fishing.

And so the point is, is that we actually can
make progress when we make an effort be-
cause of our technology and our innovation.
And a lot—every time we’ve made—taken a
step to try to clean up our air or our water or
our environment, there are all kinds of people
who say this is going to kill jobs, we can’t afford
it, can’t do it, it’s going to cost too much. And
then, after we do it, we look back and say, you
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know, that didn’t cost as much as we thought, it
happened quicker than we did. Our businesses
figured out how to do it and to make money
doing it at the same time. What a—that’s what
I mean when I say an innovation economy.
We’ve got to be confident about our ability to
solve any problem if we put our minds to it.

So now, the answer to your question right
now is, what I am very much concerned about
is climate change. And I—there are folks who
are still denying that this is a problem or that
we can do anything about it. Look, if 99 doc-
tors told you that you have diabetes—[laugh-
ter]—and you need to change your eating hab-
its and get some exercise and lose some weight,
you may decide not to do it because you’re
stubborn. But don’t say they’re wrong because
the science in unsure. This is happening. And
by the way, if you live in Louisiana, you should
especially be concerned about this because you
are right next to some water that has a tenden-
cy to heat up, and that then creates hurricanes.
And as oceans ride, that means that the
amount of land that is getting gobbled up con-
tinuously in this State is shrinking—the land
mass—and it’s going to have an impact.

Now, we can build things, and we can fortify
things, and we can do things smarter, and we
can control how development happens, and we
can restore wetlands. All those things make a
difference. But ultimately, we’ve got to do
something about making sure that ocean levels
don’t rise 4, 5, 6, 8 feet, because if they do, this
State is going to have some big problems—big-
ger problems.

So what we’ve done is, we’ve gotten togeth-
er with 200 other nations, American leader-
ship, to say all of us have to start bringing down
the carbon pollution that we send in the atmo-
sphere. And here in the United States, there
are two main ways we can do that. Number
one is our power plants; we’ve got to start using
cleaner energy. Number two, we’ve got to start
promoting solar and wind, which create jobs.
And we’re a leader in this technology as long as
we start investing in it.

And that transition from old, dirty fuels to
clean fuels, that’s going to be tough. A lot of
people make money in the coal industry, for

example. A lot of people have worked there,
historically. But now you actually have more
people working in solar than you do in coal.
Those communities that are reliant on coal, we
should help them get a jump on making money
in wind power and solar power. Those are
hard-working, good people. Let’s not have
them stuck in old jobs that are going to be
slowly declining. Let’s get them in the new
jobs that are going to be going up.

And then, in our transportation sector, we
need to continue to build on the things we’ve
done since I’ve been President: doubling fuel
efficiency standards on cars, promoting electric
cars. All this stuff adds up. And the good new
is, businesses can succeed, and we can make
money doing it at the same time. But don’t
think that this is not a problem for all of us.
This is the main message I have. We talked—
that young lady was asking about curing can-
cer—well, we might cure cancer, but if tem-
peratures have gone up 2, 3 degrees around
the planet, 4 degrees, and oceans are rising,
we’ve got—we’re going to have more problems
than medical science can cure. We’ve got to
make that investment now. And we can do it.

All right. Good question. This gentleman
right here. Hold on, I’ve got a mike right there.
How you doing?

Q. I can hold it.
The President. Go ahead.

Government Efficiency/Department of Veter-
ans Affairs/The President’s Legislative Agenda

Q. I’m a big kid. [Laughter] Well, maybe
I’m not a big kid. Okay. My name is Alan Tura,
from near Youngstown, Ohio. You’ve been
there many times in helping with the steel
mills get back on track. That’s all good. And in
your defense, my business is doing good, mak-
ing money, growing for the last 10 years. And
I’ve got a lot of friends that have businesses;
they’re doing real well too. So for a lot of peo-
ple that are complaining, there’s a lot of people
doing well. So I think if you hustle, you can
make good.

The President. Absolutely.
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Q. But my question to you is, you’re on your
last year—is there any one big thing that you’d
like to see happen before you leave the office?

The President. Good. The—well, first of all,
what’s your business?

Q. Well, I’ve got a couple of businesses. I
manufacture Halloween props, and I own a
haunted house and hay ride in Lordstown,
Ohio, which you’ve been there many times, to
the car plant.

The President. I’ve been, yes.
Q. It’s called Fear Forest. Maybe if you

make it back into Youngstown in October, you
can come check it out. But I make Halloween
props, and I like to scare people.

The President. [Laughter] So that’s kind of
interesting. That’s fun. The—you sell a lot of
Obama masks? [Laughter]

Q. Hey, Obama is not scary. So——
The President. There you go, all right. I

don’t think so.
I—the things that I talked about in the State

of the Union are all things that I think are pos-
sible. Some of them I can get done on my own.
So I’ll give you a couple of examples.

We need to revamp how our information
systems, our IT systems in Government work.
This is one of the areas where we’re—there’s a
biggest gap between Government and the pri-
vate sector is—if you just want to order a pizza,
you’ve got your smartphone and you just—and
the pizza shows up. Yes, you want to buy an
airline ticket, you punch in a couple things and
suddenly if you go to the airport it’s all printing
out. And the systems in Government are really
old.

Now, that causes two problems. Number
one is, they’re less safe and secure than they
should be because they’re old. They’re outdat-
ed systems. So it’s easier for folks to try to hack
into them, break into them, and we’re con-
stantly putting patches up.

The second thing is, it just means that things
are slower for customers. And I want to make
sure Government is in the 21st century, and
we’re systematically going agency through
agency. If you want to get a small business loan
from the SBA, I want you to be able to go to
one website, in English, be able to figure out

what you need to do, apply online, get that
money, start that business, put people to work.
And right now we’re continually trying to
streamline that process.

And we’ve made some good progress. But
that’s an example of something that we can do
administratively. The same is true, by the way,
for the VA. You’ll remember—we are so proud
of our veterans and our young men and women
who served. And we’ve got some folks here
looking sharp in uniform that we are grateful
for their service. And we have put more re-
sources and provided more support to—and
increased budgets for the VA than any admin-
istration in history. We have cut backlogs. We
included folks who had been affected by agent
orange. We have boosted the resources avail-
able for folks suffering from PTSD. We are
ending veterans’ homelessness. We’ve made
some huge investments, made really good
progress.

But you’ll remember that story that came
out last year, or a year and a half ago, in Phoe-
nix, where folks were waiting so long to try to
get an appointment that—and many of these
were elderly, aging folks, and they were dying
before they got an appointment. And it was un-
acceptable.

When we did an investigation of what had
happened—and what was worse was some of
the administrators there were hiding what was
going on and manipulating, sort of, records in
ways that meant they had to be fired. But when
you looked at what was going on, a lot of it had
to do with the fact that they had a system
where a veteran would call in trying to get an
appointment, somebody was writing it down
on paper, then they were tapping it into some
30-year-old computer system that would then
print out something that then would get
walked over to someplace, that then they’d
have to match—it was a mess. And so we’ve
had to make big investments in trying to clean
up that whole process. So that’s what we can
do without Congress.

Some things I think we can do with Con-
gress, I’ve already mentioned. I think we can
get criminal justice reform passed. I think that
we can potentially do some work on what I just
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identified, the earned-income tax credit, that
would help millions of people around the
country who are working hard get out of pover-
ty. And on the issue of medicine, I think that
we’re seeing some bipartisan work to try to
bring together all the resources we have
around these new medical breakthroughs that
could potentially, not just affect things like
cancer, but also Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s,
and a lot of diseases that people suffer from.
It’s a good story, and it’s not as politically con-
troversial as some other issues.

Now, there are some things I’d love to do,
like raising the minimum wage all—for every-
body. I’d love to get immigration reform
passed. But I’m realistic that Congress proba-
bly will not act on some of those more contro-
versial issues. That’s where people are going to
have to make a decision in this election. That’s
what elections are about. You’ve got to decide
which direction America needs to go in.

Okay, let’s see. These folks have been ne-
glected, so I’ve got to pay them a little atten-
tion here. It’s a young lady’s turn. Well, you’ve
got a beautiful dress on. Let’s just call on you.
There you go. 

Criminal Justice Reform

Q. Mr. President, I’m Judge Trudy M.
White, and I’m the district court judge here in
the 19th judicial district court.

The President. Good to see you, Judge.
Q. I am also the reentry court judge for our

parish. And I did notice when you spoke at the
State of the Union, you made your address,
that the first issue that you did address was
criminal justice reform. I’d like to know, as a
reentry court judge, what incentives could you
offer our Governor—our new Governor and
Governors across the United States, that would
provide opportunities for felons who are re-
turning as they exit the criminal justice system?

The President. Well, Judge, you probably
know more than I do. [Laughter]

Q. Well, can my people get with your people
to get those incentives down here? [Laughter]

The President. Absolutely. I’ll have my peo-
ple call your people. [Laughter] 

Q. All right.

The President. But I will tell you what I
know I’ve seen with my own eyes.

I was in Camden with a fellow Federal dis-
trict court judge who had taken—who had
worked with the U.S. attorney there to supple-
ment some of the reentry programs that were
already there with some grants. And this judge,
she’s a wonderful woman, just like you. And
she had this terrific lead probation officer. And
together, what they had done is just made sure
that anybody who got released, the day they
were out, they were getting a call from the pro-
bation officer. And the probation officer was
saying, all right, what do you need? Do you
need clothes? What are you doing in terms of a
place to stay? How are you going to think
about getting your résumé together? Do you
have an alarm clock? Just basic stuff. How are
you going to get around?

Because so often, what happens is, these
young people are getting released, and they’re
just dropped off in the neighborhood where
they were. Oftentimes, part of the reason they
got down a wrong path in the first place is the
mom and dad might not have been there, or
they might have moved by now, and so they’re
literally all alone.

And so this young man who was there, who
had gone through this process, he had been ar-
rested when he was 17 and had a record that
accumulated, then arrested at 27, spent 10
years in Federal prison, was released at 37.
And he really decided, I want to change my
life. He had a spiritual awakening. And he
started just pounding the pavement and got a
job at a fast food place. And he was describing
what it was like. He had been doing this about
3 months, and he still didn’t have enough mon-
ey for rent, and the halfway house that he was
staying at, it was about to kick him out because
they only have a certain number of slots, and
you don’t stay there long enough.

And he was saying how his old friends, the
drug dealers and the gang bangers who he had
used to run with, they would come up every
once in a while, and he’d be sitting there in his
uniform serving—flipping burgers and serving
food, and they’d be talking to him: “Hey, man,
any time you’re ready. That—those are the
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only clothes you’ve got? Those are the same
shoes we saw you in 10 years ago; these are
the—this is the new style.” And that tempta-
tion for him was powerful.

Now, this is where a well-designed reentry
program comes in, because what happened
was, the judge, the probation officer, they
worked with him, signed him up. The judge,
unfortunately, because the program didn’t
have a lot of money, had to basically do a col-
lection, dig into her own pocket. But they got
the fees to have him go study at a community
college to be an emergency medical techni-
cian. And he ended up graduating from this
class, working for a private health firm, and
then, by the time he was sitting next to me 3 or
4 years later, or maybe 5 years later, he’s now
working for the county as an EMT, fully
trained, saving lives.

But the point is that it required intensive in-
tervention and support and help, but what a
smart investment that was. Because if we spent
whatever it cost during those 1, 2, 3 years of
transition to help that person get their life
straight, we might have just saved ourselves an-
other 10 years or 15 years or 20 years of incar-
cerating him on taxpayer expense.

So it made me realize that if we really want
to be smart on crime—you’ve got, let’s say, a
maximum minimum sentence—mandatory
minimum sentence of 20 years for some drug-
related charge—if we reduced the amount of
time that they’re incarcerated, took all those
savings and we took just some of that for 1, 2
years of reentry programs that are highly su-
pervised, then we’re going to get better re-
sults—safer streets, better citizens—because
he’s now paying taxes as an EMT instead of
taking taxes as a ward of the State. Less vio-
lence. More hope. He’s got an opportunity
now to be a father, as opposed to an absent
presence in a child’s life. That’s how we re-
build communities. And that’s why this is such
a promising area.

And as I said, I want to make sure to ac-
knowledge, this is an area where there’s been
some really powerful bipartisan, interesting co-
alitions. I think the evangelical community, be-
cause they have a lot of strong prison minis-

tries, they care about this, they believe in re-
demption and second chances. And so they’ve
gotten involved. And you’ve got libertarians
who just don’t like the idea of the State spend-
ing that much money on prisons. They’ve got-
ten involved. And so there’s a lot of good work.
And as I said, Cedric has been a leader in this
process, so we’ve got to see if we can make this
happen, all right? But “my people get with
your people.”

That redhead right there. It’s good having
hair like that. You stand out in a crowd.

Education

Q. My name is Martin Brown. I’m from Ba-
ton Rouge, Louisiana. And my question is
about education. Education is one of the most
important things in achieving equal opportuni-
ty. And in the past decades, we’ve seen deseg-
regation orders lifted, and we’ve seen a reseg-
regation in the South. Furthermore, there’s
huge disparities in resources for different stu-
dents in different school districts and parishes.
And I was wondering, what can the Federal
Government do, what have you done, and what
do you think should happen in the future to re-
solve these issues that we have been fighting
for decades?

The President. Are you a teacher, by the
way?

Q. I’m not. I’m a student. [Laughter]
The President. The—where are you going to

school?
Q. LSU.
The President. Fantastic. What are you

studying?
Q. Math and economics.
The President. All right. Well, maybe you’ll

solve this problem. [Laughter] Well, thanks for
the question. It’s a great question.

I talked about this at the town hall. In this—
or in the State of the Union. This economy will
become more and more knowledge based dur-
ing the course of our lifetimes, our children’s
lifetimes, our grandchildren’s lifetimes.
There’s no denying it. That is not going to
change. And so when people talk about how
the economy is changing and what—how come
we can’t have it the way it was back in the fif-
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ties and sixties, it used to be that if you were
willing to work hard, you could drop out of
high school, walk into the factory, say, “I’m
ready to work,” and if you showed yourself to
be a hard worker, you could actually build a
middle class life on the factory floor. And that’s
great.

But if you go into a factory today, it’s full of
computers and robots. And if you don’t know
math and you don’t know science, you can’t get
that job on the factory floor. And by the way,
because of automation and technology, when I
go to a car plant—and our—we sold more
cars—U.S. automakers sold more cars last year
than any time in history. It has come all the
way back. It has rehired hundreds of thousands
of folks. We created 900,000 manufacturing
jobs. But you go into a plant, and it’s just quiet
and clean, and probably where—if you used to
have a thousand people in that plant, now
you’ve got a hundred, just because it’s so auto-
mated.

And the point is, you are not going to be
able to build a middle class life in this society
unless you have some education and skills that
you can continually enhance and retool
throughout your career. That’s just—so, young
people, I’m going to be honest—I’m not going
to call him out, but if you’re Ben Simmons,
maybe you’ll do fine not hitting the books,
but—although he’s a very fine student, I’m
sure. But I—but my point is, unless you are
one in a million, you’d better be working hard.
You’d better be studying. And it’s not going to
stop.

Now, the point you made is exactly right.
How do we make sure everybody gets that op-
portunity? Because we know what the ingredi-
ents are. We know that early childhood educa-
tion makes a huge difference, the kind of start
that young people get. We know that poorer
kids oftentimes are not starting off in school
with the same vocabulary because they haven’t
heard as many words, which means that we’ve
got to train parents, not just teachers, to help
get kids rolling. We know that schools that
have great teachers and high standards and are
creative and have the best technologies and
are—that are used the right way make a differ-

ence. That high expectations make a differ-
ence. So we know all these things.

But the way that education in America has
been organized is, local school districts, local
control, and local property funding as the pri-
mary way of supporting schools. And that has
led to big disparities in every State in the coun-
try. So the Federal Government can’t get at
that. What the Federal Government has done
and can do is, through programs like Title I
funding, we provide additional money to
school districts that have a high proportion of
low-income kids to try to give them more re-
sources. The Federal Government—what I’ve
done during my administration is worked with
States and local school districts to give them in-
centives to adopt best practices to help develop
and train teachers to more effectively teach
kids to make sure that we’ve got high expecta-
tions and high standards.

We just—I just signed, last year, a reform of
No Child Left Behind, that had led to a lot of
overtesting and stress among teachers, but had
not necessarily improved learning. But ulti-
mately, it’s going to be up to States and local
school districts to make a decision about how
much do we care about equities in funding
within States. That’s not something the Feder-
al Government can force States to do.

There was a case way back in the seventies
that was brought before the U.S. Supreme
Court making the argument that it was uncon-
stitutional to have this property tax-based sys-
tem of funding education. And the Supreme
Court said it’s not unconstitutional; it’s up to
States to make a decision on what they want to
do. Some State supreme courts have said it’s
unconstitutional to fund education that way.

But if you don’t have States making those
decisions, the Federal Government can’t force
them to. We can help. We can give incentives.
But Federal funding for education accounts
only about for 7 percent of total education
funding. The main thing we can do is hold up
best practices, show people this is what works,
this is what doesn’t, and then the people of
those communities have to determine, this is
what we want to do to make a real serious
change. All right?
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Now, one last point I’m going to make on
education: Making sure folks like Che can af-
ford college is critical. And if I had my wish
about what I could get Congress to do—I men-
tioned a whole bunch of issues—one of them
also would be the proposal I’ve put forward: 2
years of community college at no cost for re-
sponsible students.

Tennessee has already adopted this. Ten-
nessee has already adopted this proposal. The
city of Chicago is working to adopt it. So you’ve
got Democrats and Republicans who have seen
the wisdom of this. If young people can go to a
community college for 2 years at no cost, that
means they can get a lot of credits out of the
way. They can then transfer to a 4-year institu-
tion. But they’ve cut their costs in half. And
this is an affordable proposal. I mean, we pro-
posed paying for it essentially by closing some
corporate tax loopholes and some tax breaks
for hedge funds. It’s enough money to actually
make sure that every young person has at least
that baseline. And that’s part of the reason why
America became an economic superpower was
because, earlier than anybody else, we said
we’re going to give everybody universal high
school education. Now, the next step is, every-
body in addition to high school education
should be able to get that 2 years of postsec-
ondary education as well.

All right? So how much time do I have? I’ve
got to check with my people. One or two more
questions. Okay, this young lady right there.
You can stop jumping. [Laughter] Yes, I just
called on you, but do you actually have a ques-
tion, or were you just jumping? [Laughter]
Just—all right, where is the mike? Right here.
Right here. Yes, you. I don’t know why you’re
surprised. [Laughter] She—you raised your
hand.

First Lady Michelle Obama/The President’s
Advice for Young People

Q. Thank you so much for taking my ques-
tion. First off, my name is Angana Turner. I’m
a law student at Tulane, in New Orleans, in the
Big Easy.

The President. There you go.

Q. I’m here with my little sister and one of
my other friends from Tulane, who also went
to Columbia for undergrad.

The President. Okay.
Q. First off, I just want to say that we’re very

inspired by you and the First Lady.
The President. That’s nice.
Q. And you are our biggest inspirations. And

we want to be just like you guys, so can you
help us? Give us some tips? [Laughter]

The President. I’m sorry, what was the ques-
tion? [Laughter]

Q. The question is, can you help us be more
like you and the First Lady and give us some
tips to be——

The President. Some tips?
Q. Yes.
The President. Well, look, I will say this. Mi-

chelle and I, we’ve been through an extraordi-
nary journey. When we think about where
we’ve come from, Michelle grew up on the
South Side of Chicago. Her mom was a secre-
tary. Her dad worked at the water filtration
plant. Neither of them ever went to college.
They lived on the second floor of her mom’s
sister’s house, a little bungalow. She was—we
were talking the other day, she was watching
HGTV. She likes watching HGTV. And for
those of you who don’t know, Home and Gar-
den TV. [Laughter]

And I guess there was this show about this
so-called movement or trend towards tiny
houses, right? So people get these little, tiny—
some of them they put on—hitch on the back
of their car, some of them they’re already
there. She said, I didn’t know this was a move-
ment because we lived in a tiny house. [Laugh-
ter] I—we just thought that’s how you live. We
didn’t know this was a—we were cutting edge.
[Laughter]

And so her—Michelle, her brother, her dad,
her mom—her dad, by the way, had multiple
sclerosis, so he’s going to work every day. He
had to wake up an hour early to get to work be-
cause it took a long time for him to just button
his shirt and get in the car and then get out of
the car and then get to his job.

And in that second floor, with—and I know,
because Michelle and I, right after we got mar-
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ried, we stayed in that same place before we
were able to save up enough to buy our place.
These two folks were able to raise these in-
credible young people, Michelle and her
brother, who both ended up going to college
and both had these extraordinary careers.

Now, I say all that because Michelle would
be the first to say—and I certainly would be
the first to say—the only reason this happened
was because there were people who invested in
us. So there were park programs in Chicago,
public park programs, where she could be part
of dance classes and her brother could be in
Little League. And there were accelerated pro-
grams at her public elementary school where
she had teachers who really took extra time.
And then, there was a magnet school that she
was able to attend and that was able to get her
prepared for college. And then, she got student
loans and support in order to be able to go to
college and go to law school. Although, she
tells the story about how her dad, he couldn’t
really contribute much, but he insisted on writ-
ing something, a check, to help support that
college education for her and her brother be-
cause he knew what it was worth.

And so when you ask sort of the main tip I
have—look, we benefited because somebody
invested in us. The most important tip I would
have is make sure not only are you working
hard to deserve that investment, but that
you’re also investing in the next generation
coming up behind you. If you do that—if you
do that—then you’re going to do great things.
And your sister will do great things.

And the one other young—the one other
thing I tell young people all the time: Don’t
worry so much about what you want to be,
worry about what you want to do. Worry about
the kind of person you want to be and what you
want to accomplish. And the reason I say that
is because a lot of times people ask me, oh, I’m
interested in politics, how can I get—I say,
well, let me tell you, the people who are most
successful in politics and business and whatev-
er, they don’t start off saying, I want to be
President or Governor; they start off by saying,
I want to give people a better education, or I
want to make sure that folks have jobs, or I be-

lieve in justice under the law. And they pursue
a goal. They’re trying to get something done.

A byproduct of that is that they may find
themselves in positions of authority or power
or influence. But even if you never get elected
to something, if you’re interested in the envi-
ronment, you don’t have to be the head of the
EPA to make a difference. You might organize
in a local community to clean up a site and
plant gardens and make sure that the water is
clean. And you can look back and then say,
wow, what an amazing life I’ve had, and look at
all the difference that I’ve made.

And I’ll tell you, the same is true in business.
The most successful businesspeople—if you
talk to somebody like a Bill Gates, they don’t
start off saying, “I want to be the second rich-
est man in the world.” They start off saying, “I
really want to figure out this computer thing.”
“I want to make this thing work better.” “I’m
excited or interested in how we can solve this
problem.” And then, because they’re so pas-
sionate about it and they’ve worked so hard at
it, it turns out, they make something really
good, and they’re—everybody else says, I want
to be part of that. That, I think, is a good tip as
well.

All right. I’ve only got time for one more
question. It’s a young man’s turn, and he’s right
in front, and he looks very sharp. He’s got his
tie on and everything.

Historically Black Colleges and Universities

Q. How you doing, Mr. President?
The President. How you doing? What’s your

name?
Q. My name is Anthony King. And I am an

18-year-old mass communications major, and I
go to the Southern University and A&M Col-
lege. [Applause]

The President. All right, okay.
Q. Mr. President, first, I would like to say

thanks for being an inspiration, because I as-
pire to be where you are in the next 30 years,
and I know I will be there.

The President. Okay.
Q. But one of my main questions for you,

sir, Mr. President—going to an HBCU insti-
tute such as Southern University, most times, I
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know when I go recruit off of high school stu-
dents, most of the time, a lot of them say: “Oh,
I don’t want to go to an HBCU because I feel
like if I go to an HBCU, I won’t get as many
opportunities as a student at a university as
LSU or Tulane.” So what is your take of—or
advice to students like me, thousands of stu-
dents like me who go to HBCUs, and us finish-
ing the course in order to be great leaders in
this society?

The President. Okay. All right. [Applause]
See, you’ve got some folks voting for you al-
ready.

Well, first of all, the role of the Historically
Black Colleges and Universities in producing
our leadership and expanding opportunity—
training doctors and teachers and lawyers and
ministers who change the landscape of Ameri-
ca—I hope most people know that story, and if
not, you’d better learn it. Because it has been
powerful and continues to be a powerful tradi-
tion.

And I will tell you that if you have done well
at an HBCU and graduated and you go to an
employer and are making the kind of presenta-
tion you make or a Morehouse man makes or a
Spelman young lady makes, you will do just
fine. I don’t think it’s true that actually people
don’t take that—or discount that tradition. And
you will be credentialed. You’ll succeed.

I do think that there’s a range of challenges
that HBCUs face. Some are doing great; some
are having more difficulty. And some of that’s
good. Look—or some of it is the result of good
things. We don’t live in a society where African
Americans are restricted in what colleges they
can go to. And I want them to be able to go to
an LSU or a Tulane as well as a Southern, as
well as a Morehouse, as well as a Howard or a
Spelman. That—so more opportunities open
up. That’s good.

We have been very supportive of HBCUs
over the last several years. And to their credit,
the previous administration had supported
them as well. There are some HBCUs that are
having trouble with graduation rates. And that
is a source of concern. And what we’ve said to
those HBCUs is, we want to work with you,
but we don’t want a situation in which young

people are taking out loans, getting in debt,
thinking that they’re going to get a great edu-
cation, and then, halfway through, they’re
dropping out.

Now, some of it is, those HBCUs may be
taking chances on some kids that other schools
might not. And that’s a positive thing, and that
has to be taken into account. But we also have
to make sure that colleges—any college, HB-
CU or non-HBCU—take seriously the need to
graduate that student and not load them up
with debt.

Everybody needs a college education or a
secondary education—an education beyond
high school. Even if it’s at a community col-
lege, if it’s a technical school, if it’s a training
program, you’re going to need more training as
your career goes on.

But I don’t want you taking out a Pell grant
or a bunch of—not a Pell grant—like a Federal
loan or a private loan, and you walk out with
$50,000, $60,000, $100,000 worth of debt, and
you didn’t get your degree. So we are working
very hard with every school, all colleges and
universities, not just to reduce costs, but also to
increase graduation rates, give students a bet-
ter sense as they come in—here’s what it’s go-
ing to take for you to finish; here’s why you’ve
got to not lollygag and not take enough credits
and think going to college is about partying,
because it’s actually about getting your degree.
And we want students and parents to be better
informed about that process ahead of time.

All right, listen, you guys have been wonder-
ful. Michelle, Sasha, Malia, Bo, Sunny, they all
send their love. But I want—before we go, I
want to remind you of what I said. Our system
of government only works when you are in-
volved not just by voting, but by being in-
formed and staying involved throughout the
process. Your Governor, your mayor, your
Congressman, they all want to do right by you.
But there are going to be challenges. There are
going to be folks who want to stop progress.
There are going to be people who like the sta-
tus quo. There’s always going to be in this de-
mocracy countervailing pressures. And if you
want to see change, you’ve got to help make it
happen.
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When I ran for office in 2007, 2008, I did
not say, “Yes, I can.” I said——

Audience members. Yes, we can!
The President. Yes, we can, people. God

bless you. Love you. Thank you, New Orleans.
God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:14 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Che’dra Joseph,
student, McKinley Senior High School, who
introduced the President; Ben Simmons, for-
ward, Louisiana State University men’s basket-
ball team, and his father Dave Simmons; for-
mer Secretary of Education Arne Duncan; Jill

T. Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden;
Madeline Cox Arlea, judge, U.S. District Court
for the District of New Jersey; U.S. Attorney
for the District of New Jersey Paul J. Fishman;
Federal probation officer Kevin Egli; Essex
County, NJ, resident Dquan Rosario, a former
participant in the Department of Justice’s “Re-
New” prisoner reentry program in Newark, NJ;
and William H. Gates III, founder, technology
adviser, and board member, Microsoft Corp.
He also referred to his mother-in-law Marian
Robinson and brother-in-law Craig M. Robin-
son.

Memorandum on Delegation of Certain Functions and Authorities Under
Section 103(b)(2) of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and
Divestment Act of 2010, as Amended
January 15, 2016

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Certain Functions and
Authorities under Section 103(b)(2) of the
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability,
and Divestment Act of 2010, as Amended

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of title
3, United States Code, I hereby order as fol-
lows:

I hereby delegate the functions and authori-
ties vested in the President by section
103(b)(2)(B)(vi) of the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act

of 2010, Public Law 111–195, as amended, to
the Secretary of State.

Any reference herein to provisions of any
Act related to the subject of this memorandum
shall be deemed to include references to any
hereafter-enacted provisions of law that are the
same or substantially the same as such provi-
sions.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This memorandum was not received for
publication in the Federal Register.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 16, 2016

Hi, everybody. On Tuesday, I gave my final
State of the Union Address. And a focus was
this: How do we make the new economy work
better for everyone, not just those at the top?

After the worst economic crisis in our life-
times, we’re in the midst of the longest streak
of private sector job growth in our history:
more than 14 million new jobs, an unemploy-

ment rate cut in half. At the same time, our
economy continues to go through profound
changes that began long before the great re-
cession hit. It changed to the point where,
even when folks have jobs, even when the
economy is growing, it’s harder for working
families to pull themselves out of poverty,
harder for young people to start out on their
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